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MAHATHI R S SERVI CES COMVENDED

By: Mahesh Prasad

NEWDELHI , Oct 31 (Bernama) -- The services of Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad,
who retired today as Malaysia's fourth Prime Mnister, to the cause
of
bui I ding a plural society in Ml aysia has been commended in the
I ndi an
medi a.

In an article the noted columist, Praful Bidwai, says Dr
Mahat hir's
entire 22-year-1long political career has centred on opposing
Mal aysi a' s
Islam c extrem sts and buil ding a plural society with Ml ays,
Chi nese and
I ndi ans co-existing, and with a | evel of prosperity unequalled in
nost of
the Third Wrld, |eave alone India.

Referring to Dr Mahathir's address at the O gani sation of
I'slam c

Conference (O C) Sunmit, he said: "I wote angrily agai nst

Mahat hir's

anti-Semtic remarks. But upon carefully reading the text of his
speech, |

realise this was just one snmall part of what he said. H s real
thrust |ay

el sewhere; in opposing fanatici smand jehadi viol ence, and pl eadi ng
for
noderate, |iberal, forward-|ooking |Islam"

The aut hor says Mahathir vented the frustration that mllions of
Muslinms the world over feel as a result of a long, nessy history of
col oni sation, destabilisation of West Asi a and successi ve defeats
inflicted
by Israel upon the Arab States.

He quoted Mahathir as saying "W are all Mislins. W are al
oppr essed.

W are all being huniliated."

However, says the author, Mahathir argued explicitly agai nst
par anoi a
and bl ind anger: "Angry peopl e cannot think properly. And so we find
sone
of our people reacting irrationally. They [ aunch their own attacks,
Killing
j ust about anybody, including fellow Mislins, to vent their anger.
Every
attenpt at a peaceful solution is sabotaged. But the attacks sol ve
not hi ng.

The Muslins sinply get nore oppressed. A thoughtful, patient



strategy al one
can redress the Muslimworld's grievances."

Mahat hir was quoted by the author as saying; "Pausing and
t hi nki ng
calmy is not a waste of tinme. W have a need to make a strategic
retreat
and to cal My assess our situation."

He cited anecdotes fromProphet Muhammad' s |ife to argue agai nst
bli nd
revenge and for sanity, the author adds.

The aut hor says dependi ng on one's own religious preferences,
one may
or may not enpathise with this religi ous umuah-based reasoni ng. But
thisis
undeni abl y a passi onate plea for reform noderation, nodernity and
| ogi cal
thinking of a kindthat's rarely heard in the Islamc world.
Mahat hi r' s own
credentials in this regard are i npeccabl e.

In another article, one V. Anant ha Nageswaran, comended Dr
Mahat hir's
call for a redefined global trade agenda at the recent APEC Sunmit.
Dr
Mahat hir, says the author, was correct to suggest that fair trade
coul d be
free, but free trade has been unfair.

The aut hor says by sticking to the trodden path and snubbi ng Dr
Mahat hir, APEC | eaders mi ght have gai ned a personal victory, but
| ost a
political battle against poverty and terror.
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