28 AUG 2003
U TM Mahat hi r
MAHATH R S THOUGHTS TO BECOVE Ui TM SUBJECT FROM NEXT YEAR

DUNGUN, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Universiti Teknologi Mara (U TM
will make
t he t houghts of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad one of
its
academ c subj ects fromnext year.

U TM Vi ce- Chancel | or Prof Datuk Seri Dr |brahi mAbu Shah said
for this
reason, the university had bought 7,000 copi es of the book on Dr
Mahat hir's
t houghts to be distributed anong its 14 branch canpuses nati on-wi de.

He said the U TM Senate had given its nod to the university's
nmove and
t he subj ect was neant for students in the Mass Conmuni cati ons and
Cvil
Admi nistration faculties.

"The purchase is only for the first phase and the nunber of
books wil |
be i ncreased once Dr Mahathir's thoughts becone a subject. At the
momemt
it is being taught informally.

"We are going through the details (of Dr Mahathir's thoughts)
and a
speci al unit, under the Academic Affairs Division, has been set up
specifically for this purpose.™

He told reporters this after receiving, on behalf of the
uni versity,
the transl ation of the book fromTerengganu Umo deputy |iaison
chi ef Datuk
I dris Jusoh.

Prof Ibrahimsaid U TM s nove to introduce the subject was to
enabl e
its students and acadenicians to |l earn fromthe uni que and extra-
ordi nary
t houghts of Dr Mahathir.

He sai d the subject was ai ned at devel oping the Malay nmind to be
nor e
positive to continue the country's progress, achi eved through the
t hi nki ng
of Dr Mahathir.

"I want to see 100,000 U TMstudents think globally as U TMwi | |
gai n
international status by 2008," he said.

On the negative reaction shown by a few Ui TMI ecturers on Dr
Mahat hir's
t hi nki ng, Prof Ibrahimadnmitted that such a situation existed in the
uni versity.



However, al nost all the U TM academni ci ans had accepted t he
success of
Dr Mahathir's thoughts, said Prof |brahim

"Previously, they used to be enotional. But they have changed
after
Wi t nessi ng the success achi eved by Dr Mahathir and there is no
reason they
can deny it.

"Furthernore, they have been given the clarification over
vari ous
i ssues," he said.
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