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MAKE A SUCCESS OF MALAYSI A, PM TELLS MALAYSI ANS

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernamm) -- The best farewell gift that
Mal aysi ans
can give to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad who is retiring at the
end of
this month is to make a success of Ml aysi a.

The 77-year-old Prime M nister, when asked if there was one w sh
or
dreamthat he would want after being at the hel mof the country for
22
years, said the people might mss himupon his retirement but the
best t hat
they coul d do was to make a success of the country, either by
supporting
t he governnment or by doing sormething well if given the opportunity.

"I'f you are doi ng busi ness, you do good busi ness. Wen you are
in the
governnent, you (must) work very hard to bring about the right
results and
all that. | think that is what we do to society what we owe to
society," he
said in an interview w th Bernama yest erday.

The 70-m nute intervi ew was conduct ed by Bernama chai r man Dat uk
Kal i mul | ah Hassan, editor-in-chief Jaafar Hussin, and executive
editors
Dat uk Azman Uj ang and Yong Soo Heong.

The Prine M nister said he was pl eased with the progress of sone
of the
Mal ays as they not only hel d high positions and drew hi gh sal ari es
t hese
days but had al so becone that successful in business.

"To that extent, | amhappy with their performance," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said one of the things that he wanted to see when he
becane
Prime Mnister in 1981 was to see t he nanes of Ml ay executives
printed in
t he newspapers, either being appoi nted or getting pronoted as there
was not
many back then.

However, he al so | amented on the attitude of some Mal ays who had
not
made use of the opportunities that the government had created for
t hem

"Nobody succeeds if you have the wong culture,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was al so pleased with the rapid strides nade
by
Mal aysi an wormen in the | ast fewyears, including the corporate



sector.

"In the private sector, we have a | ot of wonmen who are very
successful,
maybe not as successful as the few men who very prom nent but they
are
successful. There are (wonmen) executives. In many busi nesses, they
even
head foreign conpanies. | think they are doing quite well and they
are
going to do better because now 70 per cent of the students in
uni versities
are wonen, " he added.
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