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Mahat hi r - Doct or at e
MEI JI UNI VERSI TY CONFERS HONORARY DOCTORATE ON DR MAHATHI R

TOKYO, June 7 (Bernama) -- The Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad was today conferred with an honorary doctorate by Meiji
Uni versity
here in recognition of his contribution towards peace, stability and
devel opment of Asi a.

Meiji University president Prof Yuichi Yamada conferred the
honour on
Dr Mahathir, the 18th recipient of the award since the university
was set
up in 1881

Dr Mahathir is the fourth prine nminister to receive such honour
after
Takeo M ki (Japan), Tom ichi Mirayanma (Japan) and Jean Chretien
(Canada) .

I n his acceptance speech Dr Mahat hir said the Japanese
gover nment had
ext ended substantial help to Mal aysi a when the country introduced
the Look
East Policy al though Mal aysia di d not ask for assistance.

Dr Mahathir introduced the policy inthe md-80"s to inculcate
in
Mal aysi ans t he Japanese work et hics especially relating to
dedi cati on and
striving for perfection.

As the result of the policy the work ethics of Ml aysi ans have
changed
and they are a nore confident |ot now, he said.

When he first visited Japan in 1961, he saw how t he Japanese
wor k
et hi cs succeeded in rebuil ding a nation recovering fromwar.

"I felt if Malaysians could have the same spirit, the country
coul d be
devel oped too and that is why when | becane prinme mnister | turned
to the
east," he said.

“"I'f we could not be as devel oped as Japan certainly we can be
better
t han ot her devel opi ng countries,"” said Dr Mahathir, whois on a
f our - day
working visit to Japan starting today.

The prine mnister said that before the war, Japan was known for
its
inferior and cheap products that did not |ast |ong.

"I can still renmenber when Japan produced its first car, the
remar ks



gi ven by the Ti ne nagazi ne was that now Honda knew it was not easy
to build
car than notorcycle," he said.

However, Honda coul d produce high quality cars conparable to
ot her car-
makers currently, he said.

"It clearly illustrated that it can be done. Mal aysia has a
Mal aysi a
Bol eh notto now to show that we too can do what others can do," he
sai d.

Mal aysi a, he said, produced it first car in 1985 with the help
of the
Japanese and nowit could devel op car fromdesign to testing and
this
showed Mal aysi ans coul d do what they believed they could not do
previ ously.

Dr Mahathir said apart fromsendi ng Mal aysi an students to
western
countries, Ml aysia would continue sending themto Japan and hoped
t he
Japanese gover nment and Japanese uni versities would continue
accepting
t hem

Mal aysi a was al so i ndebted to Japan as it was the only country
to
extend financial help to Malaysia duringits financial crisis, he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said he was al so convi nced that Japan, now
experienci ng an
econom ¢ downturn, woul d recover soon as the Japanese have the
skills for
recovery.

"W will | ook at how Japan's econony recovers," he said.

Al so present were the prine nminister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasnah
Mohamed Ali and t he Mal aysi an anbassador to Japan Dat uk Marzuki
Mohaned
Noor .
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