09 OCT 2003
Exhi bi ti on- PM
M XED SENTI MENTS AT EXH Bl TI ON ON DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, Cct 9 (Bernamm) -- "l npressed and sad", "Thank you
Dr
Mahat hir", "l nmpossible to forget", these are sone of the coments
made by

visitors to the photography exhi bition "One Thousand Faces of Dr
Mahat hi r"
at the National Art Gallery, Jalan Tun Razak, which entered its
third day
t oday.

A Bernanma survey of the exclusive exhibition in recognition of
t he
deeds and sacrifices of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad t hr oughout
hi s
tenure as Prime Mnister found that it had attracted all strata of
soci ety
regardl ess of race and age.

Students and yout hs nade up the | argest number of visitors to
t he
exhibition so far.

Three formsi x students of Sekol ah Menengah Puteri Titiwangsa,
Elly
Shazana, Rat higa and Norjana Abdul Kadir, described the exhibition
as
sonet hi ng very neaningful to students.

"We were born and we grew up under Dr Mahathir's admi nistration.
The
country's devel opnent and the i nternational recognition for Ml aysia
make
us proud. Thank you PM" said Elly.

"I I'ike nmost of all the photograph of the PMs wife (Datin Seri
Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali) pouring a drink for Dr Mahathir at home. It's a
pi cture
of warnth between a husband and wi fe who have nade enor nous
contribution
towards the country's devel opnent," added Rat hi ga.

The fact is that the exhibition gives various inpacts to the
visitors.

"I amamazed at Dr Mahathir's capabilities. The exhi bition gives
us an
opportunity | ook back at all the work he has done. But |I'mal so sad
because
he will retire, we hope he will still contribute to the country's
progress
after retiring," said Sal mah Noor, 58, a forner adm nistrative
officer from



Penang.

Anong t he phot ographs that touched the visitors was the one
where Dr
Mahat hir declared his intentiontoretire fromall posts at the Umo
general assenbly in 2002

A housewi fe, Hafida Mdhd | sa said the phot ograph was t he one
t hat
captured her interest nost.

"Looking at the picture, it rem nds ne how surprised the peopl e
wer e
with the announcenent by the PMto retire. | amnow beginning to
feel the
loss (following Dr Mahathir's inmpending retirenment). If possible, |
want
the PMto continue serving for Mal aysia," she said.

Chong Chin Perng, 19, a student fromKedah, who nerely wanted to
| ook
at Dr Mahathir's photographs, said: "The rakyat truly love him The
PMis a
good | eader. The rakyat will findit difficult to forget him | hope
he can
rest after his retirenent," she said

Wrdat Alias, 21, a student fromPuchong said Dr Mahathir's
charisma as
a statesman was apparent in the photographs di spl ayed.

"I seldomread newspapers or listen to the news. This exhibition
gi ves
us a chance to recollect all the efforts nade by Dr Mahathir. 1I'm
certainly
amazed at his determination,” he said.

According to the exhibition's receptionist, Hazum Abdullah, as
at 4pm
t oday, the nunmber of visitors had reached 6, 000.

Most of the visitors wanted the organi sers to sell biographies
on the
Prime Mnister for themto purchase as remenbrance while sonme even
suggested that a visitor's book be provided for themto express
their
appreciation to the Prime M nister

The photo exhi bition, which will run for two nonths, displays
nmor e t han
500 phot ographs printed on canvas and 500 nore in the form of
mul ti nedi a
and col | ages recorded by | ocal nedi a cameramen

The exhi bition, organised jointly by the Mnistry of
I nf ormati on,
BERNAMA, National Art Gallery and | ocal mass nedia, will end on Dec
6.
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