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Abdul | ah-Pol i ci es
M SI A TO FOLLOW PATH CHARTED BY DR MAHATHI R, SAYS ABDULLAH

By: Yong Soo Heong

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 20 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will continue to foll ow
t he
path charted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad
t owar ds
achi evi ng the goal s of Vision 2020, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
sai d
t oday.

"It is a national policy, agreed to collectively by the Cabinet
and
will remain as the primary driver for Ml aysi an gover nnent
policies," the
deputy prine mnister told foreign and | ocal investnment bankers and
fund
managers at a | uncheon organi sed by Ecmli bra | nvest ment Bank.

Abdul I ah, who wi |l succeed Dr Mahathir in October this year,
said it
woul d be short-sighted and counter productive to introduce new
policies
nerely "to stanp ny nanme on them"

He said that he had been constantly asked what the business
conmmuni ty
coul d expect fromthe | eadership transition later this year

"My reply has consistently been there will be continuity of
maj or
policies. Let me assure you that this answer is not a sound bite. It
is a
frank response on the reality of the situation," he said.

Abdul | ah said that he had spent 38 years in public service, both
as a
civil servant and as a politician, and fromhis experience, he had
| ear nt
that "good strategi es shoul d not be cheaply di scarded. "

He al so said that he supported Dr Mahathir's policy on relying
| ess on
exports to drive the country's econonic growth and that the donestic
economny should be the driver of growth.

"l believe one of the ways forward is to find new sources of
weal t h,
particularly for the | ower i ncome group which has only received
mar gi na
profits fromour econoni c boom" he said.

Touchi ng on padi planting, he said that not nuch t hought has
been gi ven
to produci ng nore by-products other than padi and rice.

He said that padi planting should not be | ooked upon as a non-
lucrative



venture as there were other by-products |ike wi ne, cosnetics,
bi scuits and
raw materials for building boards that coul d be manufactured from
t he
pl ant.
For example, he said, if the average padi yield could be
i ncreased by
one tonne per hectare, food sufficiency would rise to 110 per cent
fromthe
present 60 percent and there woul d al so be nore noney in the pockets
of
farners.
"This will have a positive multiplier effect on the econony and
i ncrease the velocity of noney. Each additional ringgit for the poor
is
nore readily spent conpared to an additional ringgit for the rich,"
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