08 AUG 2003
Paki st an- Edi t or
MUSLI M WORLD NEEDS PRAGVATI C LEADER LI KE DR MAHATHI R - SAYS EDI TOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- The Muslimworld needs a
dynami ¢ and
pragmatic | eader like Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad,
a
seni or editor said today.

The Paki stan Qobserver Editor-in-Chief Zahid Malik said Dr
Mahat hi r
could play an influential role after his retirement, especially
towards the
Musl i mcomunity.

"The Islamic world is | eaderl ess (now) and needs a strong | eader
Wi th
ability, know edge and guts to |l ead them The Miuslimworl d needs a
l'i beral
nodern and noderate | eader, " Zahid said after calling on Information
M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob at his office here.

Citing former South African president Nel son Mandel a, he said Dr
Mahat hir could play a simlar role in pronoting world peace.

Zahid was in Mal aysia to attend a peace journalismsem nar
recently.

Touching on the role of the nmedia, Zahid, who is also the
publ i sher of
the English daily, said journalists played a pivotal role in the
vol atile
gl obal envi rnonnent.

"The press has a greater responsibilty now when the world is
goi ng
t hrough wars, tension and skirm shes. (But) some newspapers
exaggerate the
news. The press can play a positive role w thout inflam ng
(sentiments) and
don't have to hide the facts or blowit up," Zahid said.

CGeneral ly, newspapers in Asia were nore responsible in their
reporting
and al so contributed to the regi onal econom c devel opnent, he said

Meanwhi | e, he said the Pakistani press had undergone maj or
changes and
enj oyed consi derabl e freedom now.

"The nedia is free, independant and no nore in the shackl es of
the
governnent. The governnent has | ess | everage to control Paki st ani
press and
t hey have undergone a long struggle to obtain this i ndependence and
now
quite strong to wite whatever they wish to wite," he added.
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