24 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Luncheon
POLI TI CS TAKE BACK SEAT AT GATHERI NG TO HONOUR PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Governnent and opposition
| eaders
put aside political differences to gather here today to mark Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad's 15th year in office.

Anong the opposition | eaders present at the "Prem er Luncheon”
wer e
Opposition Leader LimKit Siang, Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46)
presi dent
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Azi z
Ni k Mat .

Also there were Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) president Datuk Joseph
Pairin
Ki ti ngan, DAP deputy chairman Karpal Singh, PAS deputy president
Haj i Abdul
Hadi Awang and S46 deputy president Datuk Rais Yatim

The | uncheon was organi sed by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Anwar
| brahi mand hi s Cabi net coll eagues.

The Bari san Nasional (BN) conponent | eaders present included MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S
Sany
Vel | u, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik, Parti Pesaka
Bumi put era Bersatu (PBB) president Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud, who is
Sar awak Chi ef M ni ster, and Sabah Progressive Party ( SAPP) president
Dat uk
Yong Teck Lee, who is Sabah Chief Mnister

Corporate | eaders, former ministers and seni or government
officers led
by Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Ham d
wer e
also there to extend their greetings to Dr Mahathir

Al so at the Renai ssance Kual a Lunpur Hotel for the occasion were
hi s
daught er Marina and sons M rzan, Mdkhzani and Mukhriz and their
W ves.

Anwar and his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah |smail greeted Dr
Mahat hi r
and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali when they arrived at
the
hot el .

The Prime M nister and his wi fe then exchanged greetings with the
Cabi net ministers and their wi ves who had lined up to receive t hem
Dr Mahathir entered the hall to the strains of ganel an nusic.

The cerenony began with a speech by Anwar pl edgi ng his |oyalty as
wel |



as that of Cabi net nenbers, nenteris besar, chief mnisters and all
governnent staff to the Prime Mnister

Those pesent were entertai ned by singers Yusni Ham d and Sal i nah
Mahnood and violinist Mat Long fromPerlis. The RTM O chestra | ed by
Mokhzani Mahnud was in attendance.

There was al so a video-clip presentation on "Perjuangan Mi Yang
Bel um
Sel esai " (Your Unfinished Struggle) depicting Dr Mahathir's
struggl e,
| eader shi p agenda and successes in his 15 years at the helm

The guests gave a | oud appl ause at the end of the presentation
and then
proceeded to sing the "Setia" song.

I n a spontaneous response, Dr Mahathir then stood up and nmade a
bri ef
speech thanking those present and sayi ng he was touched by the
reception
given him

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Anwar, then cut a cake in the shape
of the
KLCC bui I di ng. Anwar al so presented hi ma souvenir.

Dr Mahat hir, 70, succeeded Tun Hussein Onn as Prinme Mnister on
July 16
1981. -- BERNAMA
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