16 JUL 1996
Par | i anent - Mahat hi r
PRAI SES FOR DR MAHATHI R S 15- YEAR- SERVI CE AS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernanma) -- Governnent Backbenchers C ub
chai rman Ruhani e Ahnmad (BN Parit Sul ong) heaped accol ade on Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who conpl eted 15 years of | eading the
gover nrent today.

"Dr Mahathir is nowrecogni sed as | eader of the Ml aysi an
people...his
| eadership is always inspiring and all the people, irrespective of
race or
religion, constantly yearn for his presence,” he sai d when debating
t he
Suppl enentary Supply Bill 1996 i n the Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said the 15 years appeared short because of Dr Mahathir's
refreshing
and dynam c | eader shi p which acted as a catal yst for Malaysia's
devel opment
and drive for excellence.

Ruhani e said that a former western di pl omat, M S Dobbs- Hi ggi nson,
had
noted in his book "Asia Pacific, Its Roles In The New Di sorder"
that Dr
Mahat hir was a respected world | eader with broad vi si on who was
carving a
name for hinmself on the world diplomatic nmap.

The Islam ¢ Devel opment Bank president, Dr Usamah al Faqi h, had
said
t hat Mal aysia, under Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p, was a progressive
I'slamc
country and had succeed in pronoting the i nage of Islamin the eyes
of the
worl d comunity, he added.

At the sane tinme Dr Mahathir was constantly attacked, sl andered
and
sonetimes ridicul ed by sonme nmenbers of the western nmedi a, he said.

However, Asiaweek, inis July 5 1996, issue had ranked Dr
Mahat hir as
the fourth nost influential [eader in Asia out of a list of 50
| eaders, he
added.

To Umo, Dr Mahathir was |linked with uniting the nmenbers and
strengthening the party, he said, adding that the prine mnister had
succeeded i n curbing the political wave that threatened the party
and t he
Mal ays.

Ruhani e said Dr Mahathir's i deas were al ways rel evant, refreshing
and



conpatible with the national reformmovenent.

"Dr Mahat hir has achi eved these successes because he is a highly
di sci pl i ned person and one who is dedicated to the religion, race
and
not herl and, " he sai d.
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