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SI NGAPORE, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Tonorrow, the man who shaped
Mal aysi a' s
policies towards Singapore for the | ast two decades retires as Prine
M nister and will pass on the baton to his deputy, Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi .

Despite flashes of irritation at Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s acerbic
rhetoric, Singapore | eaders do not underestimate his achi evenents in
shapi ng Mal aysia i nto one of the world' s top 20 tradi ng nations,
anal ysts
sai d.

They have al so expressed opti mi smover post-Mhathir Ml aysia
and
| auded hi mfor having devel oped "solid foundations” for his
successor to
bui I d on.

"I think there's a lot of admiration anong Si ngaporeans for Dr
Mahat hir's vision of a nmodern, nulti-racial Ml aysia and courage in
pursuing it and, of course, his transformati on of Mal aysia into one
of the
nost advanced nations in South East Asia," political observer Seah
Chi ang
Nee sai d.

Many people were particularly full of praise for his actions
agai nst
racial and religious extremi sm his daring battle agai nst feuda
Sul t ans,
for English | anguage and "backward" practices of the Malays, he told
Ber nama.

"It's hard for anyone to enul ate wi thout running into trouble,”
said
Seah, a veteran journalist and now Editor of Littlespeck.com

But Si ngaporeans, he said, also "rightly or wongly see himas
havi ng
personal adverse feelings agai nst Si ngapore" which had spilledinto
bilateral relations in recent years.

"Peopl e still remenber his reference of "many ways to skin the
cat
(Si ngapore)," he said.

He noted that in recent years there had been a sharp
deterioration of
bilateral ties, erasing many of the diplomatic gains in earlier
years.

"Most people | talk to have high hopes that M Badawi, after a
peri od
of consolidation, offers better chance of better ties,

sai d Seah



"In avyear's tinme, Singapore will have a new Prinme M nister.
Thi s
| eader ship change in both territories actually augurs well if both
si des
grab the opportunities offered by history," he added.

He said not only was Ml aysi a changi ng, but Singapore, too. A
whol e new
generation had grown up here with a fresh m ndset about Ml aysia and
ot her
nei ghbours, he added.

Seah said: "The voters, better educated, better inforned, are
t aki ng
over. The peopl e have changed, the People's Action Party (PAP) has
changed,

t he Menbers of Parlianent (MPs) have changed and so have its
| eaders. "

After covering Mal aysia off and on for nore than 35 years, Seah,
who is
al so a columist with The Star, said: "My expectation for the future
is
tempered but gradually | believe in the commobn sense of both
societies.”

Si ngapore's Prine Mnister, Goh Chok Tong, told the Bangkok Post
recently that Dr Mahathir "is | eaving behind a good ship with good
officers
and an engi ne working very well."

As such, his successor, Abdullah, should be able to carry on
with the
process "w thout too nuch difficulty", he said, describing Abdul | ah
as a
capabl e | eader whose abilities had been underesti mated by observers.

"Most peopl e have underesti mat ed Abdul | ah Badawi, in iy
estimation. |
thi nk that he has much nore than what people think he is capable
of ," he
sai d.

"I see himbeing able to | ead Mal aysi a upwards al ong t he
devel opment
path,"” noting that "the challenges | think he will face include the
chal l enge fromPAS. That's a political challenge."

Si ngaporeans wi || always renmenber Dr Mahathir for his verba
vitriol,
especially at the peak of the water dispute, with his remarks and
guot abl e
quotes hitting the headlines.

The nost notable are his remarks during his visit to Johor in
February
this year to review plans to repl ace the Causeway.

Said Dr Mahat hir: "Si ngaporeans are not strangers: they are our
brothers and sisters, our kin...in Singapore, there are roads but
when
shifting into fourth gear, you fall into the sea because it is not



big. It

isonly 18 niles fromKeppel harbour to the Causeway. You buy a
Ferrari you

can't change into fourth gear; there is no use. So we want to give
themthe

opportunity to change into fourth gear on our roads."

Former Prime M nister of Singapore, now Senior M nister Lee Kuan
Yew,
dubbed Dr Mahathir as a 'Malay ultra' in his Menoirs, but
acknow edged t hat
t he Mal aysi an Prenier was different fromhis predecessors.

In his book 'FromThird Wrld To First: The Singapore Story:
1965-2000', Lee wote: "The Tunku, Razak and Hussein Onn were from
t he
aristocracy or the traditional ruling fanmlies associated with the
Sul t ans.

Li ke me, Mahathir is a commobner -- a trai ned professional doctor and
a
sel f-made politician."

Dr Mahathir, said Lee, had asked his Mnisters and officers to
| earn
from Si ngapor e.

"No ot her Mal aysian Prine Mnister or Mnister has ever publicly
said
they had anything to |l earn fromSi ngapore; Mahathir did not suffer
from
this inhibition. This open-mi nded attitude of | earning fromanyone
whose
success he wanted to duplicate in Mal aysi a di stingui shed hi mfrom
hi s
predecessors. "

Despite his differences with Mahathir, Lee said: "I nmade nore
progr ess
solving bilateral problens with Mahathir in the nine years he was
Prine
Mnister, from1981 to 1990, when | stepped down, than in the
previous 12
years with Tun Razak and Hussein Onn as Prine Mnisters."

Mahat hir, he said, had the decisiveness and political support to
override grassroots prejudices to advance his country's interests.
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