24 FEB 2003
NAM Reacti on ( Mahat hir)
DR MAHATHI R S SPEECH | S COVPREHENSI VE, SAY DELEGATES

KUALA LUVWPUR, Feb 24 (Bernam) -- Leaders attending the 13th
Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM) Summit here have descri bed Dat uk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s i naugural address as NAMchai rman as one
cont ai ni ng
views that can make the world a better place for everyone.

They said Dr Mahathir's hour-1ong speech was conprehensi ve as it
covered al nost all aspects and probl ens besetting the NAMcountri es,
whi ch
account for two-thirds of the United Nations, and the world.

Speaki ng to Bernama during a break after the opening cerenony
t oday,

Phi |'i ppi ne President d oria Macapagal Arroyo said everyone shoul d
pay heed
to Dr Mahathir's nessage as it was thought-provoki ng.

“Your Prime Mnister is a very wise man. So, we shoul d al
listen to
him" she said at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC)

Lesotho Prine M nister Pakalitha Bethuel Msisili said Dr
Mahat hi r had
hit the nail on the head by touching on the need for NAMto sol ve
pr obl ens
and i ssues causi ng di scontent anong t he devel opi ng worl d.

Thi s included the growi ng i nequality between the poor and the
rich and
bet ween t he devel oped and devel opi ng countries, he said.

"He was very articul ate and i ndeed perfect (in his views)," he
sai d.

Iragi Foreign Mnister Dr Naji Sabri said Dr Mahathir's speech
reflected the aspirations of and chal |l enges faced by the groupi ng of
devel opi ng countries inits quest to ensure a better and peacefu
worl d for
humanki nd.

"Excellent...nmore than excellent. W appreciate very nuch the
message
given by the Prine Mnister. W think that is an excellent speech,"
he
sai d.

On Dr Mahathir's call that war should be outlawed, Dr Naji,
whose
country is facing the threat of a United States-led war, said war
was the
eneny of everyone and Dr Mahathir's speech showed t hat peace shoul d
be the
sl ogan and the desire of everbody.

Dr Naji said Dr Mahathir also drewthe attenti on of NAMI eaders
to the



i nportance of revitalising the novenent as the i nportant voi ce of
t he
devel opi ng worl d and to the need for enhanci ng Sout h- Sout h
Cooper ati on.

"Dr Mahathir's speech shows the true spirit of the NAM novenent.
He set
t he ground on how to nmake peace and security,” said Dr Naji, who is
spear headi ng Baghdad' s efforts to send a strong anti-war nessage to
the US
and its allies.

Af ghani st an Forei gn M nister Dr Abdul | ah Abdul | ah said Dr
Mahathir's
speech was "very conprehensive" and had all the ingredients on NAM s
role
inawrldwhhichis full of uncertainties.

Dr Abdul I ah said while Dr Mahat hir expressed the viewthat Iraq
shoul d
conply fully with the UN Security Council resol ution on di sarnanent,
he
al so stressed that the solution should be by peaceful neans as war
woul d
only bring devastating consequences.

"This thing is al so of course well expressed in the speech...As
a whol e
(Dr Mahathir stressed the need for) the continued revitalisation of
NAM .. (and) why it shoul d take pl ace...that was the nai n nessage, "
he said.

Jamai can M ni ster of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade K. D
Kni ght said
Dr Mahathir had clearly expressed the devel oping worl d's desire for
peace
and the i nportance of devel opi ng countries cooperating in
eradi cati ng
poverty.

He said Dr Mahathir had stressed the need for a multilatera
approach
in dealing with world probl ens.

"A powerful speech...that war is not the solution. He was al so

extrenmely clear on the need for NAMto realise its potential," he
sai d.

Bangl adesh's Foreign M nister M Mrshed Khan said Dr Mahat hir
was very

articulate and well focused in his views, which covered all the
agendas and
i ssues of NAM countries and the worl d.
He said NAM countries should take the cue fromDr Mahathir's
Vi ews on
t he i nportance of econom c cooperation, South-South cooperation and
t he
opposition to war.
"I think it (viewon outlaw ng war) touched everybody...it
t ouched



everybody's heart," he said.
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