31 OCT 2003
S' pore-Mahat hir
S' PORE NEWBPAPERS PAY TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R

SI NGAPORE, Cct 31 (Bernamm) -- Singapore newspapers today paid
tribute
to Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who
retires
today after being at the helmfor 22 years.

The Straits Times inits editorial says that Dr Mahat hir has
seened

such a permanent fixture, "it will be hard to conceive of a
nei ghbour hood
wi thout him Correction -- make that a worl d stage."

"He is at the peak of his powers and reach, adm rers and even
sone
critics woul d say. Yet today, still an energetic man and irreverent
for his
77 years, he ends of his own free will the stewardship of an
emer gi ng
nation that has been hugely successful, if controversial in spots,”
says
t he newspaper.

Si ngapor eans, anobng many others, it says, will have to make a
nment a
adj ust nent .

The editorial notes that Dr Mahathir's retirement, such as it
is, is
wel | - ear ned

"Thi s newspaper which on occasion had incurred the wath of his
governnment has little doubt he will not sinply fade away i n Langkawi
to
wite his memoirs."

But Dr Mahathir, says the newspaper, hands on the baton today to
hi s
st eady deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , at a difficult tine
of
vortex-1like geopolitical swirls.

Political Islamas a gl obal phenormenon has to be confronted, or
its
mal evol ence will taint Malaysia, it says.

“Mal aysi a' s econom ¢ expansi on running parallel wth higher-end
i ndustrialisation calls for delicate steering, as urban terrorism
and
currency terrori smby big funds and i ndividuals -- the | atter one of
Dr
Mahat hir's | east endeari ng people -- can alter the process
overni ght," says
the Straits Tinmes

Abdul | ah, says the newspaper, would want to try the shoes on for



a

confy feel. "There is the Mahathir | egacy of reforner-noderniser to
bui I d
on"

The Business Tinmes, inits editorial focuses on the Ml aysi an
premer's
di sappoi ntment towards t he Ml ays.

"Not wi t hst andi ng hi s many achi evenents, by his own reckoni ng, Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad rel i qui shes the prinme mnistership of Mal aysi a
today a
di sappointed man," it says.

As Dr Mahat hir has often said, the Malay community, who nmake up
about
60 per cent of the population, did not live up to his anbitious
vision for
them says the newspaper.

Earlier this year, it notes that Dr Mahathir |anmented the fact
t hat
after 35 years of affirmative action, the Mal ays were still unable
to
conpete w t hout governnent aid and ot her speci al concessi ons.

"Nonet hel ess, within the span of one generation, he left
Mal aysia with
a solid mddle class (and perhaps nore inportantly for social
stability, a
strong Mal ay m ddl e cl ass)," says t he Busi ness Ti nes.

It al so notes that there has been consi derabl e progress in
W pi ng out
poverty. From 1982 to 2002, the Mal aysi an per capita i ncone tripled
to
reach cl ose to US$4, 000 and the | evel of absol ute poverty declined
from 35
per cent to 5 per cent.

And because he was an inpatient man, many things got done, says
t he
editorial.

It cites exanpl es of the Penang Bridge which was built in the
first
years of his term the North-South H ghway was conpl eted, as was a
fibre-optic network; Ml aysi a now has the | argest car narket in
Asean, but
a notable failure was the Perwaja steel project, it adds.

But Dr Mahathir, says the newspaper, had good tim ng

In the face of the 1986 recession, he threw open the econony to
foreign
i nvestors.

Japanese conpani es were turning to South-East Asia in the wake
of the
Pl aza Accord and the rising yen, and Mal aysi a becane a nmj or
beneficiary,
it says.

Again in 1997, he took the unorthodox route of adopting currency



controls and put the country back on the road to recovery, the
Busi ness
Ti nes says.

Abdul I ah, it says, will need to build on the many achi evenents
of Dr
Mahat hir, while avoi ding his excesses.

The Today newspaper, an English tabloid with the second | argest
circul ation, gave a front-page coverage of Dr Mahat hir headli ned:
"An era
ends today and Dr Mis ready to sail alone.'

After 22 years of political rhetoric and a shock resignation
announcerent in June | ast year, Dr Mahathir is finally retiringto
"sail
round the world alone," it quoted the prenier as sayi ng yesterday.

Mal aysi an newspapers, it notes, are tripping over each other to
of fer
the thickest "Dr M bunper editions today.

The Star is even producing its own VCD special to thank Dr
Mahat hi r
withtributes fromhis fanmly, Barisan Nasional |eaders, CEGCs,
honet own
fol k and other citizens, it says.

"I ndeed the col |l ective inpassioned frenzy for bapak -- or father
-- Dr Mahathir seens |ike a Mal aysi an equi val ent to the kind of
affection reserved for South Africa's Nel son Mandel a.

"Of course, the 78-year-old Prenmier is far less retiring than
Africa's
seni or statesman,” says the newspaper.

"Even as he prepared to step down, he gave a rosy picture of the
econony
-- an achi evenment for which even his foes have prai sed him-- and
then went on to defend his brand of denobcracy,"” says Today.

Dr Mahathir predicted that he | eaves the helmw th an average 6
per
cent gross donestic product (GDP) grow h for Mal aysi a over the next
two
years, it adds.

Berita Harian dedi cated three pages on Dr Mahathir and his
successor,

Pak Lah, and a front-page report on the Ml aysian premer's | ast
advice to

the Mal ays, at a breaking of fast event at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre

yest er day.

Local TV station, Channel News Asia has been giving speci al
reports on
Dr Mahathir onits prime tine news at 9.30 pmfor the past few days,
and it
has al so created a special segment dedicated to the premer titled
" Mahat hir Mohanmad Steps Down' on its web site.
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