19 JUN 2003
Ummo- Debat e (St at es)
STATE UMNO LEADERS PAY TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanma) -- Despite Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Moharmed' s remi nder to del egates not to prai se hi mexcessively at the
Umo
general assenbly, which is his last as party president, all the
state Umo
i ai son heads were extrenely generous in paying tribute to the
| eader.

They expressed appreciation for the Prime Mnister's
contribution at
the party and national |evel when debating the president's policy
speech at
the party's 54th general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre,
her e.

At the sane tinme, they expressed support for and confidence in
hi s
successor, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Unl i ke past practices, in conjunction with Dr Mahathir's
retirement in
Cct ober, the liai son heads were given the opportunity to debate the
policy
speech i nstead of nenbers of the state del egati ons.

Kel antan Umo |i ai son head Dat uk Must apa Mohamed proposed t hat
the
governnent set up the Institute of Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s Thoughts in
recognition of the Prine Mnister's contribution for Ml aysi a.

He said it normally took 50, 100 or 200 years to devel op a
civiliasation, but Dr Mahathir took only 22 years to build a newera
of
Islami c civilisation

"The Prinme M nister has succeeded in changing the lifestyle of
the
peopl e and building up the resilience and m nd of the Muslins. Heis
al so
the only | eader who dares to criticise the attitude of the Ml ays,"
he
sai d.

Besi des bei ng described as a patriot and nationalist, Dr
Mahat hir's
hands- on approach and the "stronger when I' mchal | enged" attitude
had been
proven when he succeeded i n overcomi ng the econonic crisis that had
crippl ed many econom es in the regi on whil e Mal aysi a recover ed
within a
short period," he said.

Anong hi s achi evenents were the success of the national car



company,
Proton, in devel opi ng Bumi putera skills inindustry and the success
of
Per nodal an Nasi onal Bhd (PNB) in pooling up the | argest Bum putera
i nvest ment fund.

Dr Mahathir's visionary attitude was al so proven with Langkawi 's
success as a tax-free island al though a previous study by the
Fi nance
M nistry and Custons on t he proposal had suggested that it was not
vi abl e.

Negeri Senbilan Umo Liai son head Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul
Samad, in
hi s debate, said Dr Mahat hir possessed an extraordinary gift in that
he
coul d accurately anticipate events wi thin and outside the country.

Isa, who is al so Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar, said this
speci al
ability enabled Dr Mahathir to anal yse things accurately and "this
extraordinary gift has saved us".

He al so expressed the state's solid support for the | eadership
of
deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah who woul d t ake over the hel mof
t he
party and country after Dr Mahathir's retirenment in Cctober.

Sel angor Umo | i ai son head Datuk Seri Dr Mbhanad Khir Toyo
t hanked Dr
Mahat hir for his role in devel opi ng Sel angor to the extent that it
had
enmerged as the nost devel oped state in Ml aysi a.

He said the country was fortunate to have been adm ni stered by
smart,
trustworthy and bold | eaders in the past and presently.

Mel aka Umo |iai son head Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustamsaid the
best
gift for Dr Mahathir would be for Umo to achieve a big win at the
next
general el ection.

"The best way for us to express support for Datuk Seri (Dr
Mahat hi r)
and Pak Lah (Abdullah) is at the next general election. Retake al
t he
seats that we had | ost besi des retaining the ones we have won," he
sai d.

Wth a nenbership of three mllion, he saidit was not difficult
for
Umo to win at the next general election

"There are 10 nmillion voters throughout the country. There are
Si X
mllion Mal ays and three m|1ion Umo nenbers. So, | suggest that we
set a
target of 60 per cent Bum puteras to become Umo nenbers.

"...so that at the general el ection, we have al ready garnered 10



per

cent of the votes. What is inportant is the loyalty of Umo nenbers
to the

party," said Mohaned Ali, who is al so Mel aka Chief M nister

Sabah Umo is determined to continue with the state's
devel oprment after
Dr Mahat hir's | eadership besi des ensuring that zero opposition
renmai ned and
was synonynous w th Sabah.

Al't hough t he mandate for the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent in
Sabah
woul d end in March next year, the Umo-I|ed state governnent had
never been
conpl acent, said Sabah |iaison head Dat uk Misa Aman

He said there was no place for nmenbers who were not committed to
t he
Umo cause i n Sabah because Umo was not a "transit point" as it was
t he
pul se of the national struggles.

Musa al so said Umo nenbership i n Sabah was i ncreasing to al nost
hal f a
mllion conpared with only 200, 000 nenbers 12 years ago, and
represented
t he second hi ghest state after Johor in terns of nenbership.

Perlis Umo |iai son head Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m suggest ed
t he
setting up of the "Mahathir Centre" or the centre for Dr Mahathir's
t hought s for a deeper understanding of the Prine Mnister's thoughts
whi ch
had recei ved recognition at the national and i nternational |evel

He said the nove was appropri ate because Dr Mahat hir was an
"Umo
Prince" and had spent part of his life to chanpion the party's
cause.

Kedah Umo |iaison head Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said Dr
Mahat hir had made two i nmportant changes fromthe aspects of socia
structure and procedures. The first was to change t he way of
t hi nki ng of
the Mal ays fromthe subsidy nentality to that of self-reliant.

Secondl y, the inadequacy of the Mal ays who were frequently
descri bed as
bei ng nodest and | acked confi dence, had been changed to the
"Mal aysi a
bol eh” spirit which was al so appreci ated by the ot her races.

The Menteri Besar called on all Kedah Umo menbers to strengthen
solidarity and ensure a thunping victory in the next genera
election as a
retirement gift for the Umo president.

Deputy head of the Terengganu Umo |iai son body Datuk ldris
Jusoh said
whi | e Umo was goi ng through a | eadershi p transition, Terengganu
Umo was



determined to recapture the state adninistration as a sign of
appreciation
for the contributions of Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah, after the state
was | ost
to PAS in the 1999 general election.

He said the seriousness shown by both | eaders had seen
Ter engganu Umo
strength beconi ng nore stable with i nproved support for Umo from
t he
peopl e.
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