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DR MAHATHI R S STRONG LEADERSHI P PRAI SED BY | NTERNATI ONAL GROUP

By: Sal my Hashim

WASHI NGTON, July 31 (Bernamm)--Transparency | nternational (TI),
an
i nternational group that has vowed to fight corruption in busi nesses
around
the worl d, has praised Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohanmad
for his
strong | eadershi p of the country.

"Ml aysi a has acconpl i shed admi rabl e t hi ngs under the strong
| eader ship
of Prine Mnister Dr Mahat hir Mhamad," Director of TI in Gernany,
Dr
M chael W ehan (pronounced: Vee-hen) said in aninterview.

Praising Malaysia for its fight against corruption, he said the
| eve
of awareness in Mal aysia had i ncreased and "I amdeeply i npressed by
the
determ nati on of the Mal aysi an governnent to fight corruption.”

The Berlin-based group, whose operation is funded mainly by
west ern
conpani es and gover nnent agenci es, including the US Agency f or
I nternational Devel opnent (USAI D), unveiledits annual corruption
i ndex on
Thur sday.

It came up with a list of 52 countries, with the | east corrupt
nation
occupyi ng t he nunber one slot. Mal aysi a however slipped to 32nd
posi tion
conpared to its 26th position in |last year's index.

According to the index, a score of 10 neant that country enjoyed
totally corrupt-free status.

Mal aysi a had a score of 5.32 conpared to 5.01 | ast year

None of the countries surveyed achi eved a perfect score of 10 or
a
totally corrupt-free status, but Denmark at No 1 position in the
[ist, came
close with a score of 9.94, followed by Finland, and Sweden while
Ni geria
was at the bottomof the list with a score of 1.76.

Meanwhi | e, Si ngapore which | ed the Asean countries occupied the
9t h
positioninthe list conpared to its 7th position |ast year.
Thai | and ranks
at No 39, followed by the Philippines (40), Vietnam(43) and
| ndonesi a ( No.
46) .

"I wouldn't worry about the score,” said Dr. Wehan, what's



i mport ant
was Mal aysi a had now becone nore aware of the corruption issue.

The 11-page report noted that the Mal aysi an Governnment initially
reacted with anger to the publication of the index and Dr Mahathir
called
it anot her exanpl e of Western "cultural inperialism"

However, a serious effort was made by Mal aysia to understand the
net hodol ogy of the i ndex and a del egation fromthe Anti-Corruption
Agency
(ACA) was sent to Berlin to study the nechani cs and net hodol ogy of
t he
i ndex.

A national Tl chapter was forned i n Mal aysi a under the | eadership
of
Tunku Abdul Azi z.

Scott Avelina, Manager of Business Ethics Services at KPMG Peat
Marwi ck, a professional services firmhere, said busi nessnen that he
had
tal ked to, took the i ndex very seriously although they debated the
reliability of its data.

The index i s based on seven international surveys of business
peopl e
and it reflects their perceptions of corruptionin 52 countries.
Founded in
1993, Tl today has nore than 70 national chapters.

Avelina said there was "no way to neasure corruption in an
obj ective
way because corruption is clandestine. All we have to go onis
perception.”

He said, Malaysia had a long way to go and it needed to i nprove
its
position on the index as part of its strategi c econom c outl ook

Chai rman of Tl International, Dr. Peter Eigen, saidin a
statenent, "

The media's focus is on the devel opi ng countries of the world when
reporting on the Corruption Perception | ndex because corruptionis
percei ved to be greatest there, but | urge the public to recognise
that a

| arge share of the corruption is also the product of multinationa
corporations, headquartered in | eadingindustrial countries, using
bribery

and ki ck-backs to buy contracts in the devel opi ng world and t he
countries

intransition."

"Transparency International is not saying in this index that one
country is nmore corrupt than another. W are reporting how busi ness
peopl e
around t he gl obe perceive | evels of corruptionin different
countries. W
must al so bear in mnd that many of these busi ness people are a part
of the
problem " he said.



Eur opean conpanies, in particular, are allowed to engage in
transnational bribery and get tax deductions fromtheir governnents
for
paynment of "conm ssions” to foreign governnents inreturn for
lucrative
contracts, said Dr. Wehan, who added that the bribe coul d range
from US$5
(five) to $20 million.

However, he added, OECD countries, including EU nenbers, have
agreed to
outl aw transnati onal bribery and tax deductibility by the end of
next year.

Asked if TI regarded the Anerican political systemas corrupt
wher eby
politicians and political parties were all owed to accept camnpai gn
funds
frominterest groups and corporations inreturn for future favours,
Dr.

W ehan tersely replied,

have no

vi ew on that question."-- BERNAVA
SH AAM

We at Tl deal w th business corruption. |
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