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BANGKCOK, July 21 (Bernamm) -- A Thai |anguage daily "Naew Na"
(Frontline) has praised Mal aysia and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad, sayi ng that Mal aysia can be a nodel for Thail and.

This was contained in an editorial of the Bangkok-based Naew Na,

pi cked
up by the Bangkok Post in its edition today.
Under the headi ng "Ml aysi a can be our nodel", the editori al
sai d that
Dr Mahathir, determ ned to make Mal aysia a strong country and
i ndependent

had al ways exhorted Mal aysi ans to be proud of themsel ves and not
t hi nk of
themsel ves as inferior to the people in the West.

"He wants Mal aysia to stand on its owmn two feet and to be on
equal
terms wWith its western counterparts,” it said.

The editorial said that to realise his objectives, Dr Mahathir
had
refornmed the civil service, took stern action agai nst corruption and
nobi | i sed good and capabl e peopl e to devel op the country.

"Needl ess to say, Mal aysia is nowway ahead of Thailand in terns

of
devel opnent," the editorial said.

The editorial also asked, "lIs it too much to ask Thai politica
| eaders

to |l earn sonething from Ml aysi a?"

It was hard to find Thai politicians who truly dedi cated
t hensel ves to
the betterment of the country, it said.

The editorial said that Thai politicians only wanted to be in
the
governnent so they coul d accurmul at e power and weal t h.

"I n devel oped countries, there are cultural norns that prevent
bad
peopl e fromcausing harmto society. Wth a dedi cated group of
nat i onal
| eaders, people can live in peace and prosperity,
added.
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