28 OCT 2003
Mahathir-M norities
THUVMBS UP FOR DR MAHATHI R S CONCERN FOR THE M NORI TI ES

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad was today praised for giving the minorities inthe country
t he
opportunities to advance thensel ves during his 22-year tenure as
Prime
M ni ster.

I n comrendi ng Dr Mahathir, who retires on Friday, the Dayak
Chanber of
Conmer ce and | ndustry Sarawak (DCCl) president Datuk Amar Dr Leonard
Li ngg
Jugah said that this policy of the governnment was very nuch
appr eci at ed.

"And | amsure that the new | eadership of the country wll
conti nue
with that policy of assisting every comunity in Ml aysi a.

"W hope that he will continue to focus his attention on
mnority
groups, including the Dayak i n Sarawak and t he Kadazan people in
Sabah, " he
told reporters after | eading a del egation of 14 nmenbers of the DCCl
ina
courtesy visit on Dr Mahathir, here.

Dr Mahathir will be succeeded by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad
Badawi .

Linggi said that the Prine Mnister had advi sed nmenbers of the
Dayak
community i nterested i n doi ng busi ness to devel op sel f-di scipline
and the
desire to work hard.

"He said begin fromthe beginning and work yourself up so that
one
under st ands t he busi ness and have t he necessary di sci pline.

"According to him these are the pre-requisites of any
successf ul
busi ness enterprise," he said.

Li nggi al so put on record the chanber's gratitude to Dr Mahat hir
for
hi s assistance in the formati on of the body in January this year.

"On behalf of the DCCl, | would like to say that we are very
appreci ative of what Dr Mahathir has done i n transform ng our
country from
an agrarian econony i nto a sophi sticated, industrialised econony,"
he
added.



The chanber, whi ch now has some 300 nenbers, is mainly aimed at
assisting themto reap nore benefits fromthe expandi ng Mal aysi an
econom c
cake.
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