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TRI BUTE TO MAHATHI R FOR BRI NG NG | T HEADS TOGETHER, SAYS GACE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernama) - Sun M crosystens chi ef
resear cher and
science director, Dr John Gage paid tribute to Prinme M nister, Datuk
Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for his vision and ability to bring so many
heads of
the I nformation Technol ogy (I T) industry together to progress the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MsC)

"I think all of us can say that years of dream ng have turned
into
sonething real. Wiy do we all keep coming to the neeting? It is very
difficult to get top business executives to go to neetings," Dr Gage
said
at the press conference after the final neeting of the seventh MsC
I nt ernati onal Advi sory Panel Meeting (MSC-1AP) here today.

"But there has been no ot her chief executive (Dr Mahathir) that
has
brought us all together like this and for so nany tines. W have
| ear nt
fromMal aysi a and have concrete exanples and stories to share with
ot her
countries,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Oracl e Corporation's executive vice president for its
Asi a
Paci fic Division, Professor Derek WIlians said the devel opnent and
sal e of
worl d cl ass software woul d be an i nportant indicator of the MSC s
success.

"Software exports are very inportant. You nust see worl d-cl ass
sof twares com ng out of the MSC and going into the international
mar ket and
the noney returning to Mal aysia," he said.

He said Oracl e was working with | ocal software conpani es, one of
whi ch
had successful | y devel oped an airport managenent systemthat had
been sol d
to 12 airports around the world, including inthe United States.

Anot her | AP nenber, Acer Group's chairman and chi ef executive
of ficer,
Dat uk Dr Stan Shih said that Ml aysia which had established itself
in
manuf act uri ng, had nowto devel op val ue- added services to stay
conpetitive.

"Manufacturing i s a necessary foundati on of econom c devel opnent
but in
the future you need nore val ue added services," he added.



He said with the possi bl e exception of China, Asia's next growh
engi ne
will be the service industry, especially the technol ogy-based
service
i ndustry.

Chai rman' s Sat yam Conmput er Servi ces Ltd, Ramalinga Raju said,
"Sixty-five percent of the world econony was based on servi ces and
congratul ated Mal aysia for its foresight in planning the MSCto
conpete in
this sector."

He said that technol ogy had al so enabl ed nost services to be
del i vered
virtually around the world, turning service providers into gl oba
pl ayers.

"That Prine M nister Dr Mahathir should have visualised this
many years
ago and that you now have good software and physical infrastructure
and a
cl ear understandi ng of what you can achieve....this is incredible,”
Ramal i nga sai d.

He said MSC was wel | placed and should go down in history as a
cal cul ated vi sionary project,” Ramalinga said. -- BERNAVA
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