05 AUG 2003

VI adi mi r-Mahat hir

VLADI M R MAHATHI R CONTRI BUTED A LOT | N PROMOTI NG Bl LATERAL
RELATI ONS

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Visiting Russian President
Viadimr Putin
sai d today that Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has contributed a | ot
in
pronoting bilateral relations and preservi ng good rel ations at the
i nternational |evel

"The Prine Mnister (Dr Mahathir) has given a great contribution
at the
international |evel. Since 20 years of the Prime Mnister's
| eader ship, he
has done a ot to pronpote bilateral relations and preserving good
relations," he said.

Because of Dr Mahathir, Ml aysia has reached the nodern age,
Putin said
in his speech when bestowi ng the "Orden Drusby" award, Russia's

hi ghest
state award, to Dr Mahathir, at the Prime Mnister's Ofice, here.
"Today, | have the honour of bestowing to the Prine M ninser the

hi ghest state award of Russia, the Order of Friendship (which) is
the sign
of recognitionto the Prinme Mnister on his efforts in strengthening
bilateral and friendly rel ati ons between the two countries.”

"I amawardi ng you this award and wi sh you and the whol e
Mal aysi a,
prosperity and wel |l -being," Putin said.

Putin said that the presentation of the award al so signifies the
respect of the Russian governnent for Dr Mahathir who has put no
| ess
effort in his fight for equal dissem nati on of benefits for the
civilization of the world.

On being bestowed the award, Dr Mahathir said: "I consider the
award as
a great honour not only to nme, but Malaysia itself."

The Prine M nister said that of |late, ties between Russia and
Mal aysi a
has been enhanced and bot h nati ons have becone to enj oy even nore
friendly
rel ations.

"For Mal aysia, we want to be friendly with all nations
regardl ess of
i deol ogy and the countries' policies," he said.

He said that there was a tinme Mal aysia could not agree with
what ever
Russi a di d because it found policies of Russia very much conflicting
W th



Mal aysi a' s.

"W also ook up to Russia to play a big role to ensure Russia
becones
| ess fearful to small nations,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he al so believed that Russia shares a belief in
a
mul tipolar world just |ike Ml aysi a.

On Putin's visit, Dr Mahathir said he considers it as a
hi st ori cal
event as there has never been any Russian | eader visiting Ml aysia
bef ore.

"It al so marks an i nportant step towards greater cooperation,”
he sai d.

The Prinme Mnister said that after the visit, he believed the
rel ations
bet ween the two countries woul d even be better, including econonic
interaction and it woul d be beneficial to both countries.

"I value this award because it signifies the relationship and
future
growt h of friendship between Mal aysi a and Russia," he said.
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