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DZPUTY P_R.IME MINISTER OPENS THE FIRST TUN 
AXWL FAZiK mMOHIIJ; LECTURE AT THE UITIVGRSITY 

OF LYLiiYA 

Speech by YiL.B Timbalan Perdana Menteri,(Dr, Mnhathir MohamA, 
it the opening cf the, first Tun Abdul Razak Memorial Lecture ac -tne 
University of Malaya on 18th October, 1977 at '7-30 perno 

The lake Tup Abdul Ra zak w hs a valued mentor and colleague cc 
r&-b! I and I consider it a great hcnour to be invited by the 0rganisini:r 
l?rr&_ttee to preside at the very first Tun Abdul Razak Memorial Lccti?rLD 

It is fitting that this series of annual ltictures formerlv 
I-nown as the &add+1 memorial lectures should, when delivered in - 
.;ii;:l.;1 z;u;npur , for not Oiily w3s he r: politician but he was also a 3.:;~[~:~ 
1%-d he practisetl law I have no doubt he would have made A name for hi::>sr-Lf', 
:;I;$ instead he chose to apply his legal training to the administr~~ticrz 
cf the country, We rare .X think the richer for it, As a law student 11,:~ 
..!!A 'VZq well, He zipped througn his exams in 18 months instead oi" t‘-lti 
USA! three years, and in his later yezars his achievement as 3 law ~'1~2 
~!:s rcco'jnised by hi.s Inn (Lincoln Inn! when they made him an honor,-.;_I 
~LiY4_C~ 1t.X ) the only Malaysiai ever so honoured by any Inn, Ecarly ir? th: 
:6 *s on retiring from his icgai studies in &.itain, he soon becam: 
~m~roilcd In pclitics or:? ii7 1355 resigned from the civil servicil t:i 
c:ntcst our firsi: general eieciiion, He was ciected and became a Mi?iz.':...r? 
r~rd iu 1971 the Prime Minister, 

*He was an ~droj_-t,:,olitician, a superb administrator with t.1~3 
c-.pacity to translate dreams intc re?Aities, a true democrat, and ;:s 
dimonstrsted by his many action&, he was also a statesman in Mai~7!Js~.~ 
?nd on the international scene, 

. 
In the field of Saw, he played a great part in the dr,:ft.:_rq ',._- 

-t~xz present constitution ydhich has survived as a. highly workmanlike: 
document for twenty yeas which is no mean achievement in the ThiA 1~~1, cI 
It was he who insisted, ?on-trcq to tha &vice of his friends th?,t 2 1~x5. 
c~u.ntrv should have a bmnd x:cm constitution in which the, fundam?nt::l_ 
I,ib~tics and rights of the citizens. clre guaranteegt, Current evcrit3, 
h<lWi3iT2rt make mc think that probably our constitution should also s,-cX. L- 
!A.& the duties owed by citizens to the stnte and to each other, as C’C.CF 
!I believe) the constitution of i'.he Philippines, 

Another achievement of his in the field of law is the N:ti.~::z 12. 
Ian; Cods, Land is a state subject and the; constituent states of X773',-.-.... 
xc very jealous of their powers and rights as regards land, J-jlJt ti;c 1.. J^? _: 

t:.:ct and diplomacy persuaded them to agree that at: least the law r&‘-i.i.z-.; 
r,o l,Jnd should be embodied in OAW document, instead of each state h<vf.q 
its own Land Enactment, This.is convenient not only to lawyers but 
--Xso eases greatly the ta.sk of land admini.s&ators on whose efficiei-q 
deptinds tl-12 livelihood of the rakynt. I am f,amiliar with the difficulti,\:; 
-iii de-:ling -with t'ne' bweau_c~atic machinery, and appreciate the mag:tituci: 
of the Tun's achievement, 



Mnnlly, he passionately beileved in the rule of law - that the! 
laws should apply equally to everyone including the state and that i-l-~ !_- I! 
should be administered by a judiciary totally independent of control by 
L)ri:!.i-ment or the Executive. 

I mar add, at this point th<aTjt the,independence of the judici-r:\,T 
.ls.~ implies the independence of the legislature from the judiciary. 
,I'hi:; is a topical and relevant comment because there is a tendency for 

in:; ::itutions wishing to b- c ilutonomous to believe that while others sh:~ul.' 
n:~:t i.ntc?r&re in their affairs, they should be free to intrude in the 
.?ff'-:irs :?nd usurp the functions of others, I <am sure that the Tun'z !;>lic:f 
ii-i the izdzpendence of the judici<vy is based on the democratic conc-.;~: of 
tli,z scpz.rAAon of judicisl from legislative functions, While the 1.~.~;isl::-kiv<.. 
r:;i_llG should not assume judiciary roles or seek to direct the judiciary, -kh,. 
ju;!.ici:ary should not attempt to force its views upon the legislature. 
,Ic do so, especially when accompanied by threats, may result in a COI?fI_~SFOi7. 

of roles and the eventual 'destruction of the independence of the j?dici:lry 
i+.z._lf, 
tk-lis 

Tun !'bdul Razzi as both a lawyer and a democrat would not w::,?t 
to h.zppen. 

There are many other things I can say in tribute to the memory 
of 'he Tun; but I must desist for lact of time. 

Now, let rn; introduce to you our distinguished speaker toni$t, 
!A?,: rli,n1lAe Justice Enrique M, Fernando0 He is the senior Justice of 'ihc.: 
:;lA:'?rc!ne Court of the Philippines, It is fitting that the first Tun ;A<ul. 
/ Lo .Z’. :< memorio lecture is delivered by a judge from another Asean ccur..';r),-, 
c:,i>c;i&ring the patient efforts put in by-the late 
il;;i..,n #as ~1 going concclrn, 

Tun into estobl.ishir:~-' 

Justice Fernando was appointed direct to 
-ii-cl 1~ is now the the senior Judge of that Court, 
i;-c:;tice three times 0 

the Supreme Court i;? lSG7, 
He has acted as Ciii:? 

Aftzr graduating from the University of the Philippines in l<.,,.: 
ht i:cn:t to Yale as the first Filipino Sterling Fellow in 1947, obt~irA.!/;- 
ll.i.,? m:?stors the following yecar, He was professor of constitutional lr!;i 
-rt .tho University of the Philippines from 1941 until 1953 when he wx 
?~:,:ointcd Associate Code Commissioner, which position he held until 1.553. 

He served ns legal adviser to three Presidents: President 
!i:{!s?.ysay, President Garcia and President Marcos, 

Today he still holds two chairs: The George A. Malcolm Ch?ir 
of Ccnstitution~l Law at the University of the Philippines and the Jos, 
1’ 0 L;.urd Chair of Constitutional Law in the Lyceum of the Philippines, 

% 
In 1962 he took part in a conference on legal education i:: >-i~:;;:~::,:r,:. 

.- 
He was chosen to represent the Philippines in four U,N, South-L:,.siz 

_, s: .-I .._’ s Ke$onnl semin<ars on human ri jhts, 

Ar<.:;idznt, 
Last year he was one of four Asian jurists, including our Lord 
who were Bicentennial guests of the US Government to spealr -.? 

vz~ious ccntres on the influence of the jlmerican constitution on corWd.~Li?2_~i~-: 
. irj Am_n. 

He has published extensively, having at least nine books on 
con.stitutionnl law and human rights, the latest being a 900 - page trz.tise 
rjn thh2 constitution of'the Philippines now in its second edition, Hd ]I>.;: 
cz!tributed to various legal journ;lls at home and abroad, The Decernbr 
!.i;76 issue of the Malaya Law Review ccarried an <article of his entitled 



(3) 

/,_ _ .II ,i:-;i_*?n i+rspectivc bn th- = American Constitutional Influence in -1525. ~: 
!I& imp>ct on the Philippine Legal System". 

He was born on 25 July, 1915, He is mxried to Emma 
'Quisumbing 2nd they h?ve fire children, We xe honoured to hare 
I*'rs, Fernai?do with US, She is also ;? layer and has published 3 
Collcg~ baok on the cbnstitution of the Philippines. 

S'ne wx ;i student of Justice Fernando - which shows that 
only is he r_7 good professor, he also has vzy good judgement, 

I now ha% plczure in inviting justice Fernando to dclivz 
first Tun dbdul Razak Memorial Lecture entitled tlGovernment P~,v$I-LY:> 
Human ;iigh+ in Times of Emergency; 
Philippine constitution". 

c? brief survey of the Malsy~i-A: 

. 

KiL.LA LUPPUR (dikeluzrkan pada pukul 5-00 pctang) 
Lall;, Oktober, 1977 
s,'l2_m 
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