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TI ME

Yang Berhornmat Menteri-Menteri,

Tuan Yang Terut ama- Tuan Yang Ter ut ama

President dan ahli Jawat ankuasa Asean

Touri sm Associ ati on (ASEANTA) dan ASEAN

Hot el s and Restaurants Association

Dif-dif Kehormat,

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan sekelian

SAYA MENGUCAPKAN TERI MA KASI H KEPADA Pl HAK PENGANJUR
foramini kerana nmenjenput saya ke majlis pada hari ini dan
set erusnya untuk merasnm kan penbukaannya. Saya juga ingin
menganbi | kesenpatan ini untuk nengucapkan sel amat dat ang
kepada para peserta sekelian. Saya berharap tuan-tuan dan
puan- puan, khususnya nereka yang pertama kalinya ke

Mal aysi a, bukan sahaj a akan nenghadiri nesyuarat ini tetapi
j uga akan nenganbil peluang untuk nelihat negara ini serta
cara hi dup penduduk- penduduknya. Saya berharap tuan-tuan
dan puan- puan akan berasa senang dan genbira senmasa berada
di negara ini

Ladi es and CGentl enen.

2. It is indeed a pleasure for me to be here this

afternoon to officiate at the opening of the ASEAN TRAVEL
FORUM 1981. | am happy to neet so many di stingui shed
menbers of the tourist industry fromboth the ASEAN and the
other countries and I wi sh you all a very warm wel cone.

3. Malaysia is happy to host this first ASEAN Travel

Forum It is ny hope that this Forumw Il place the ASEAN
region firmy on the world tourismmap. The del egates
attending the forumw ||l have an opportunity to be
acquainted with and to update thensel ves on the increasing
tourist attractions and facilities in this region

4. | would like to congratul ate the Tourist Devel opnment

Cor poration of Ml aysia, (TDC), the ASEAN Tourism
Associ ati on (ASEANTA), and the ASEAN Hotel s and Restaurants
Associ ation (AHRA) for their fine cooperation and

coordi nation in organising this Forum

5. This is the first time in the history of tourismin

this region that a travel forumis held exclusively for the
pur pose of pronoting tourist destinations within the ASEAN
countries. W are encouraged by the presence at this Forum
of so many tour whol esalers fromall parts of the world. |



have no doubt that they will find fromthe deliberations in
this Forumthat there are many places of tourist interest in
the Asean region. Some of these places, however, have not
recei ved the attention which they deserved

Ladi es and gentl enen.

6. The com ng together of ASEAN countries for the purpose
of creating greater business opportunities for those
involved in the tourist industry once again denonstrates
ASEAN s determ nation to foster closer cooperation anong
menber countries. W in ASEAN firmy believe in regional
cooperation as a neans to achieve greater prosperity and
stability for our region. It is with this belief that we
have nurtured ASEAN.

7. Since its formation, ASEAN has made tangi bl e progress

in various fields of cooperation and has al so received w de
i nternational recognition for its ains and objectives.
Looki ng at our success thus far, | have no doubt that with
determ nation and conmmitnent, we can indeed achi eve our
aims. This is reflected in the fact that today we see in
ASEAN not only cooperation anong | eaders and officials at
governnmental |evel but also anong professionals in private
sector bodi es and groups. The ASEAN Travel Forum which is
bei ng organi sed with the cooperation of both the public and
private organisations is an exanple of this cooperation

8. The ASEAN region has remai ned an area of considerable
growm h and stability. This has enabl ed ASEAN to concentrate
its efforts to bring about greater success in nany areas of
its activities. It has al so enabl ed ASEAN to cooperate nore
meani ngful ly with other countries and regions.

9. Rapid econom ¢ devel opnent in the ASEAN countries has

i ncreased the level of discretionary incone, creating a

vi abl e market for tourismw thin the region. Today, nore
than ever before, there are people in the ASEAN countries
who can afford to travel, at least, within the region. The
ASEAN countries are rich in scenic attractions. Qur diverse
cultural heritage should be of interest to our peoples and
others outside the region. W have, therefore, great
potential for further expansion in our tourist industry.
VWhat is required is an attractive packagi ng and nore
aggressive marketing of efficiently-run tours. This Forum
provi des the opportunity for discussion and exchanges of
views on this two inportant subjects and rel ated topics.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

10. The tourist industry in Ml aysia has been growi ng at an
encour agi ng and steady pace. Today the industry ranks
seventh after rubber, petroleum tin, palmoil, sawn | ogs
and sawn tinmber. The foreign exchange earni ngs generated by
the tourist industry in Ml aysia has al nost doubled in the
last 10 years from Mb312 million in 1970 to MB616 million in
1980. In 1980, about 1.5 million tourists visited this



country. Based on current trends, the number of tourists
visiting Malaysia is estimated to increase to 2.8 mllion in
1985.

11. A nunber of projects under the Governnent's Fourth

Mal aysi a Devel opment Plan will result in better facilities
for people visiting this country. This includes the
expansi on of existing airports, construction and i nprovenent
of the road system and the devel opment of infrastructure.
VWil e we develop the country economically we are al so giving
enphasi s to devel opi ng and sustai ning our national culture
and values. This will be reflected in the environnment
particularly in the architecture, in the arts, and in the
way of life of our people. Wiile these are neant to fulfi

t he aesthetic needs of our own people they would al so be an
attraction for tourists to this country.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

12. Al'though tourismis not new to the Asean countries, it
is conparatively undeveloped. In this respect, it can be
said that our countries can benefit fromthe experience of
ot her nore devel oped countries. W have the potential to
develop a wide variety of attractions within our region and
t hese can i ndeed be pronoted anbng our own people as well as
anong international visitors. Let us put our heads together
to evol ve ways and neans to develop the tourist industry in
t he ASEAN regi on.

13. Wth these words, | now have nuch pl easure in declaring
open this first ASEAN Travel Forum
Thank You.
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