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TI ME:

The Rt. Hon. M chael Sonare;

M's. Sonar e,

Your Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Thank you very much, M. Prime Mnister, for your kind
and generous words of welcome. My wife and I, and menbers
of nmy delegation are particularly delighted to have this
opportunity to visit Papua New Quinea. Earlier this year
we had only briefly touched down at Jackson Airport.

M. Prinme Mnister,

2. My visit here today is to reaffirmthe friendship

bet ween our two countries and to bring to the Governnent and
peopl e of Papua New Cui nea the warnest greetings fromthe
Gover nment and peopl e of Ml aysi a.

3. Papua New Quinea is Ml aysia's cl ose nei ghbour

i mediately after the ASEAN circle. You are also a speci al
link to the wider South Pacific region for us, helping to
devel op a neani ngful communi cati on between nenbers of the
Sout h Paci fic Forum and ASEAN. Undoubtedly great potenti al
exists for us to cooperate together in a variety of ways for
our mutual benefit. The establishnment of a resident

Mal aysi an di pl omatic mssion in Port Mresby earlier this
year bears testinony to the inportance which we attach to
our relations with Papua New Gui nea and the desire to
intensify our bilateral interaction. Naturally during this
visit, | hope to get to know you better at first hand and to
be nore aware of your interests.

4. Recently our two countries happily cel ebrated our
respecti ve i ndependence anniversary. Yours was held | ast
month while ours in August. Looki ng back, both Papua New
Qui nea and Mal aysi a have been fortunate to achi eve

i ndependence in an orderly and peaceful way. |ndeed we
share many simlar ideals and aspirations in neeting the
chal | enges of national devel opnent and in | ooking after our
own affairs.

5. Over the years, Ml aysia has gradually acquired



experi ence and expertise in certain devel opnental fields.
These include agricultural research to increase
productivity, and | and devel opment and nanagenent both for
smal | hol di ngs as well as large plantations. Some of these
experi ences nmight be rel evant to Papua New CGui nea's
requirenents. In our talks this afternoon, M. Prine

M ni ster, we have already identified several areas of
possi bl e cooperation. | amconfident there is considerable
scope for us to explore further areas that can bring nutua
benefit to our two countries.

6. The Government of Malaysia fully subscribes to the
concept of economic and techni cal cooperation anmong
devel opi ng countries. Ml aysians are ready to participate

in practical econonmc and technical programres wth Papua
New Gui nea. W are your 'wantoks' and we | ook forward to
sharing our nodest skills and know how with you. The

spi nof fs of better understanding and goodwi Il from i ncreased
contact and cooperation between our peoples will surely
strengt hen our friendship.

7. Like Papua New Gui nea, Malaysia is a producer of
primary conmodities. Conmodity prices are depressingly | ow
Naturally we in Malaysia are feeling the pinch. The slunp
in prices is attributed to the current world econom c
recessi on and everyone is inpatient for its recovery. At
the sane tine, Malaysia is extrenely unhappy at the
mani pul ati on of commodity prices by the various exchanges

| ocated in the devel oped countries. Scant regard is paid to
t he producers. To ensure reasonable prices, such an

unheal thy system has to be dismantled. This conviction has
led Mal aysia to participate in the formation of tin and
rubber producers associations to ensure fair and stable
prices.

M. Prinme Mnister,

8. You and | have just left Suva where, for the | ast

several days, we had nmet with our other Comonweal th
col | eagues fromthe Asia-Pacific region. W had tal ked on a
range of international and regional issues and listened to
each other. As you are aware, for Ml aysia, the unresol ved
Kanpuchean question continues to be of serious concern. It
is athreat to regional peace and security and it only
encour ages big power rivalry to brew in our mdst.
Furthernore, the Kanmpuchean question inpedes efforts by the
ASEAN menbers to realise their goal of a Zone of Peace,
Freedom and Neutrality in Southeast Asia.

9. Together with our ASEAN partners, Ml aysia has actively
pursued, particularly at the United Nations, efforts for a
conprehensive political solution to the question of
Kanpuchea. In this regard, we are deeply appreciative of

t he support and understandi ng rendered by Papua New QUi nea.
The recent successful formation of the Coalition Government
of Denocratic Kanpuchea under the | eadership of Prince

Si hanouk is heartening. Mal aysia earnestly hopes that



peace, freedom and dignity would soon be restored to the
Kanpuchean peopl e.

M. Prinme Mnister,

10. | am honoured and overwhel med by the warnth and
gracious hospitality extended to ny wife and I, and nmenbers
of ny delegation, in the short tinme that we have been in
Port Moresby. May | express our nost sincere appreciation
to the Government and peopl e of Papua New CGuinea. | | ook
forward to having the opportunity to reciprocate your
generosity in the near future.

Thank you.
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