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TI ME

M. Chairman

It is indeed a pleasure and an honour for ne to be

present here today in this gethering of Heads of Governnment
of Commonweal th countries of the Asia-Pacific region. | am
all the nore honoured to be given the privil ege of
initiating our discussion on the item "Regi onal Econom c and
Functi onal Co-operation”

2. Perhaps | may be stating the obvious, M. Chairman

when | express the conviction that it is regional econonic
and functional co-operation that stands out as the main

t hrust of CHOGRM Undoubtedly, our deliberations here would
al so focus on international economic as well as politica

i ssues. But these are global issues that are discussed in
the wi der context of the Commonwealth at the full Heads of
Governnment neetings. They were di scussed at Ml bourne | ast
year and | amsure they will be taken up in New Del hi next
year. However, the issues related to regi onal econom c and
functional co-operation cannot be adequately considered but
within a set-up such as CHOGRM It woul d have been a m ssed
opportunity if we did not devote to this itemthe very
serious consideration that it nerits.

3. The Conmmonweal th countries of this region, M.

Chairman, represent in fact a m crocosmof the world at

| arge. As an observation, one would note nore diversities
than simlarities anong these countries. From an econom c
pl ane al one, the Commonweal th countries of this region, are
at different |evels of econonic devel opnment. At one end, we
have the industrialised countries such as Australia and New
Zeal and; while at the other end, we have the newy

i ndependent small countries of the South Pacific. In

bet ween these two extrenes, there is a wide range of nore
advanced but still devel oping countries. | would like to
put forth the view that the situation provides us a rea
chal | enge and potential for regional econom c and functiona
co-operation anong the Conmonweal th countries in our region
In this situation, the opportunity and the need exist for
the nore devel oped nenbers to assist those which are | ess
devel oped. As nost of the countries in the region are
devel opi ng countries, there exists a challenge for
cooperation anong the devel oping countries thenselves to
assi st each other on a regi onal basis.



4. | would not deny the fact that nost devel opi ng nenber
countries, including Ml aysia, have derived certain benefits
fromtheir continued nmenbership of the Commonwealth. In

this regard, the various programes of assistance under the
Commonweal th Fund for Techni cal Co-operation (CFTC) have
been particularly productive. However, we would be

indulging in self-confort if we do not at the sane tine
admt that in recent years the clout of the conmonweal th has
sonmewhat di mnished. It is indeed unfortunate that this
situation has cone about ironically as a result of the
actions or inactions of the prime novers of the Commonweal th
t hensel ves.

5. The potential of regional econom c and functiona
cooperation was recognised in CHOGRM | in Sydney in 1978 and
reaffirmed at CHOGRM Il in New Del hi in 1980. In pursuance
of this objective, CHOGRM has established a nunber of

Consul tative and Wbrki ng Groups on econom ¢ matters such as
the Consultative G oups on Trade and Energy, the Wrking

G oup on Industry and the Expert Study Group on Agricultura
Research and Devel opnent. The reports of all these G oups

as well as proposals for further expansion of regiona
co-operation in other areas such as human resource

devel opnent, as well as the Secretariat's proposal for the
establ i shnent of a CHOGRM Project Fund are all before us for
consideration. I do not wish to dwell at length on the
activities of these Goups or the proposals nmentioned above
since | amsure these are matters that we will take up in
the course of our discussion. However, | wi sh to underscore
the fact that the work undertaken by the above nenti oned

G oups clearly manifest that there are various functiona
areas in a nunber of fields of econonmic activity where
Commonweal t h co-operative endeavours are possible. | believe
that it is on these econonmic areas that CHOGRM shoul d
continue to focus its attention.

6. M. Chairman, | hope that | may be pernmitted to nake
some brief remarks on another regional grouping, ASEAN,

on econom c col | aboration. | nust say that ASEAN has nade
great strides in its economc integration programes. It

has approved four ASEAN industrial projects, signed a Basic
Agreenent on ASEAN I ndustrial Conpl enmentation as well as has
proposed the setting up of ASEAN Industrial Joint Ventures.
In the field of trade |liberalisation, the ASEAN Preferenti al
Trade Arrangenments are expected to further pronote

i ntra- ASEAN trade. ASEAN is in fact pronoting economc
co-operation anong its menbers in virtually every area of
econom ¢ activity including, anong others, in energy,
transport and conmmuni cati on, banking and finance and
agriculture. Wth its major focus on econom c co-operation
ASEAN has now devel oped as a significant regional grouping
whi ch has attained positive results not only in economc
areas, but has also contributed much to regional stability.
| have dwelt on ASEAN, M. Chairnman, because | feel that
CHOGRM coul d benefit fromthe ASEAN EXPERI ENCE. | woul d not
venture so far as to say that what may be applicable to



ASEAN may necessarily be applicable to the CHOGRM countri es.
However, | am convinced that CHOGRM coul d identify those
areas of common concern on which functional co-operation is
possi bl e.

7. M. Chairman, CHOGRM has al ways recogni sed the
particul ar probl ems and needs of the small island nmenber
states especially in the South Pacific. On our part, we in
Mal aysi a too see the need for the injection of greater
assistance to the South Pacific island countries so as to
enable themto build up their national resilience and

i ndependence. Al though Mal aysia herself is dependent on
techni cal assistance to accel erate her pace of economc
devel opnent, in a spirit of co-operation Ml aysia has

| aunched a technical assistance programe to assi st
devel opi ng countries which are less fortunate than she is.
In the context of the Ml aysian Techni cal Assistance
Programme (MIAP), we have provided technical assistance to a
nunber of South Pacific island countries including Fiji,
West ern Sanpa and the Sol onon |slands, as well as to Papua
New Gui nea. In view of our own financial constraints, our
techni cal assistance has to be on a nodest scale and is
generally confined to those areas where Ml aysia has, over
the years, gained some experience and expertise. | wish to
state that we will continue to render technical assistance
to a number of devel oping countries in the CHOGRM area and
it is our intention to concentrate this assistance on those
areas that would be particularly beneficial to these
countri es.

8. W are fully conscious of the fact that the piece-neal
efforts undertaken by a nunber of countries, including

Mal aysia, to assist the |less fortunate anong us, such as the
South Pacific island countries, will not generate as rapid
an i nprovenent as these countries need. However, if
concerted and continued efforts are made in this direction

| am positive that we woul d have gone a long way to help
these countries. | therefore would Iike to appeal to others
in the CHOGRM region to join us in these endeavours.

9. Personally, | believe that we can all do even a little
better than what we have done so far. This neeting is nost
timely fromthe point of view of |earning what projects the
i sland countries of the South Pacific have for their own
devel opnent. We can then consider what concerted action or
assistance will be needed to ensure that the projects
towards their self-sustained devel opnent will have a fair
start. As | have said earlier, regional econom c and
functional co-operation in the Asia Pacific region is one
way to revitalise the Conmonwealth. As a matter of fact,
the Conmonwealth is now on test. If the Conmonweal th
countries in our region cannot actualise econom c and
functional cooperation, the prestige of the Commonweal th
itself will go down and the effectiveness and val ue of the
Commonweal th wi Il be questi oned.

10. While we are neeting here, | feel we cannot avoid



commenting on the world economc chaos. | feel there stil
exists a lingering nmentality within the free enterprise
systemthat because of the enphasis on the word "free", sone
i ndustrially devel oped nations really feel free to scour and
devour the devel oping nations by their exploitative methods
and practices. They seemincapable of realizing that such
libertine activities would only lead to the destruction of
the free enterprise systemitself.

11. GHOGRM whi ch now consists of countries born as a
consequence of "Dunmberton Qaks" and the United Nation
decol oni zati on programe, should bring hone the point to the
devel oped countries that their exploitative activities under
the unbrella of the free enterprise systemare

sel f-destructive. Qur advise to these countries should be
that they talk less of their generosity to provide

assi stance to the poor nations and instead undertake a

t hor ough soul -searching exanmi nation with a viewto
increasing their own productivity without their exploitative
activities. Only then could they begin to sincerely

appreci ate the problens of the poor nations and the need to
resolve themurgently. Until lately, the productivity of

t he devel oped countries could be sustained even w th | abour
probl enms and strikes sinply because they had their col onies
to lean on. But now, without their colonies and their areas
of influence it is no |onger possible for these countries to
mai ntai n their once-enviable econonmc growh, especially
when workers are not prepared to work for so many hours a
day and for so many days a week. It is not uncommon now to
find some of these countries registering zero or even mnus
zero grow h rate.

12. W, therefore, hope that this CHOGRMwi ||l be able to
send this very inportant nessage to the devel oped countries,
firstly within the Comonweal th and secondly outside it.
Thank You.
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