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TI ME

May |, at the outset, extend to you ny sincere
felicitations on your unani nous el ection as President of
this General Assenbly. Your election bears testinony to the
recognition and respect that you enjoy as a diplonmat of
outstanding ability. Under your w se presidency, | am
confident that this Assenbly will be able to complete its
wor k successfully and with distinction. Your election is

al so an added honour to your country with which Ml aysia
enjoys friendly relations. In welcomng your election, I

wi sh al so to pay sincere tribute to Anbassador | smat
Kittani, the outgoing President, for the outstandi ng manner
in which he had conducted the 36th. United Nations Cenera
Assenbl y.

2. Since the General Assenbly last net, the internationa
situation has not inproved. On the contrary, it has
deteriorated even further. The world continues to remain in
the grip of crises of various kinds stemm ng from unresol ved
political and mlitary conflicts, econonm c stagnation and
recessi on, w despread poverty and privations, and various
inequities, all of which seemto defy solution. Through al
these there is continued escalation in armanents, consum ng
enornous funds and resources and threatening mankind with
destruction and possibly extinction. The United Nations
Ceneral Assenbly, neeting against this backdrop, nust get
the full backing of the nenbers so as to reassert its
authority and play its role truly effectively.

3. As we | ook around us, we have to admit that this tine

i nternational |aw and order has truly broken down. Mght is
now the only thing that is right. Wak countries |ike

Af ghani st an, Kanmpuchea and Lebanon are trodden over by the
boots of invading armes as the rest of the world stood by.
The econoni es of the poor nations are wecked by recession
resulting fromman-nmade policies in the powerful comrercial
and financial centres of the world. The pleas of the poor
are but secondary subjects for discussions by the rich as
they neet to plan their owmn world in the Cancuns and
Versailles of their world. And in Lebanon thousands of

Pal estinians are murdered in the nanme of security for the
Israelis and their cohorts.

4. There was a tinme when the United Nations sent a
multi-nation force to stop an invasion and did in fact



succeed. But now it is helpless. Resolution after

resol ution are passed by the various United Nations
conmm ttees but the invasion, the atrocities, and the
econom ¢ bullying go on. The credibility of the United

5. The need to restore faith in the United Nations is very
pressing. The United Nations must regain its credibility.

I would like to say that countries |ike Ml aysia nmust help
restore the trust and confidence of the internationa
community in this Organisation's ability to play a
constructive role in resolving problens and crises and in
mai nt ai ni ng worl d peace and stability. But that would be
pure rhetoric. Wat is needed is the full backing of the
power ful nations. They nust revitalise the Organisation
whi ch they created. They nust breath life into it by
abiding by its decisions and lending it their weight.

6. I n Southeast Asia the Kanpuchean probl em continues to
pose a threat to peace and security. Three tinmes the United
Nati ons General Assenbly has called for the total w thdrawal
of foreign forces and the exercise of self-determnation by
t he Kanpuchean people. The International Conference on
Kanpuchea (1 CK) had |laid down the principles for a politica
settlenent of the problem But again those who are in a
position to help achieve political settlenent have shown
little concern for the accepted norns of internationa
practice.

7. The foreign mlitary invasion and continued occupation
of Kampuchea is a crinme agai nst the Kanpuchean people and a
threat to regional peace and security. It has brought in
its wake big power rivalry into a region where five

peace-1 oving nati ons have agreed to a concept of a Zone of
Peace, Freedom and Neutrality. Menbers of ASEAN find in the
Kanpuchean probl em an i nsurnount abl e obstacle to their
cherished dreamof a conflict-free neutral area.

8. The world nmust give serious attention to the situation
still time for menbers of the United Nations to act, they
must do so. They must give their stanp of approval to the
valiant coalition that has been forned.

9. In consonance with the efforts for a peacefu

settlenent, Malaysia and ASEAN are extrenely gratified with
t he agreenent reached anong the three resistance groups of
Kanpuchea to join hands in the coalition in which H's

H ghness Prince Si hanouk has assuned the Presidency of the
Government of Denocratic Kanpuchea. The determ nation,

wi sdom and above all the abiding sense of patriotismof the
three | eaders to stand together to restore freedom and
honour to their country deserve our profound admration

Mal aysi a wel cones this devel opnent as it is a positive and
an inportant step towards the attai nment of a politica
solution. Ml aysia feels honoured for being able to play
host during the historic signing of the declaration
establishing the coalition by H's H ghness Prince Sihanouk
H s Excellency Son Sann and H s Excel |l ency Khi eu Sanphan on



22nd. June, 1982. | amindeed happy with the presence and
participation of Hi s H ghness Prince Norodom Si hanouk

Presi dent of Denocratic Kanpuchea and the bel oved | eader of
t he Kanpuchean people, at this session. | hope that this
august Assenbly woul d respond appropriately and positively
to his noble cause. W await with keen anticipation his
triunmphant return to Kanpuchea to restore the freedom and

i ndependence of that country and the honour and dignity of
t he Kanpuchean peopl e.

West Asi a

10. In West Asia, the situation has also taken a turn for
the worse since the General Assenbly last net. For the
unpteenth tine since the Pal estinians were evicted from

t hei r honel and, they have been forced to nove from one
refuge to another. Their rights as a people are still being
deni ed. They are not even treated as humans as the bruta
massacres in the Lebanon anply denonstrate.

11. W renenber vividly the horrors of Bel sen, Dachau and
ot her Nazi concentration canps of the second Wrld War. W
know of the sufferings of the Jew sh people then and the
pogrons of centuries past. W were appalled at the
atrocities. Neverthel ess, nobody, not even a people who had
suffered as much as the Jews had, have the right to inflict
upon others the horrors of Sabra and Shatila. The

Pal esti ni ans and the Lebanese were not responsible for

Bel sen or Dachau. Has the international community lost its
conscience that it can stand al oof while such horrors were
perpetrated agai nst the hel pl ess and the innocents. In
order to assuage the conscience of the anti-Senmtes the |and
of the Pal estinians have al ready been taken away fromthem
to create a Jewi sh honel and. Must the Pal estinians now be
but chered and driven fromrefuge to refuge. Mist they al so
be exterm nat ed.

12. W understand the consci ence which bothers the people
who had once been cruel to the Jews. W understand their
need to make anends for their past m sdeeds. But are we
goi ng to condone nassacres because we, or rather the
powerful nations of the world, are unwilling to hurt the
feelings of the Jews. Sone may think that the massacres in
the Sabra and Shatila canps will satiate the Israelis and
that they will go back to their Israel. This can only be a
wrong assunption. Recent history has shown, and the Israel
goi ng to be under constant threat and off and on they will
be i nvaded and atrocities conmtted against them In the
interest of Israeli security there will be no security for
its neighbours. Can we accept that only the security of
Israel is inportant, that its Arab nei ghbours have no right
to security.

13. Israel is a bully. If it is any bigger or stronger the
world will not be safe. I would, therefore, |ike to cal
upon the United States, as the main supplier of weapons to
Israel, to reconsider its position. Those weapons are for



not hi ng | ess than nurder

14. Apart fromits systematic and preneditated use of

| ethal and sadi stic weapons on occupi ed Pal esti ne and Arab
territories, Israel continues to propagate the nyth of the
non- exi stence of the Pal estinian peopl e and thereby
frustrate all peaceful efforts to find a just and enduring
settl enent of the West Asian conflict. Indeed, the |esson
we have learned fromthe Israeli invasion of neighbouring
Lebanon and the destruction of Beirut is that if Israel is
not stopped the West Asia problemw ||l not only continue but
it will escalate until we are all swallowed up in the
confl agrati on.

15. At this point, M. President, | wish to pay homage to
the valiant Palestinian freedomfighters for their
outstanding qualities of fortitude, patriotismand courage
in the face of overwhelm ng odds in their just struggle for
their inalienable rights. | also take this opportunity to
sal ute Chairman Yasser Arafat for his statesmanship,

foresi ghtedness and courage in leaving Beirut in order to
spare the civilian population of that city from conti nued

I sraeli savagery. Unfortunately, the sacrifice nmade by the
PLO has been in vain.

16. Malaysia would also like to welconme the initiative
taken at Fez (Modrocco) recently by Arab | eaders, one that
reflects the reasonabl eness of their stand as nuch as their
courage, statesmanship and above all their reaffirmation of
their commitnments to the Charter of the United Nations and
to regional and international peace and security. This
initiative presents to the international comunity a formul a
which will enable the Pal estinians to return to their hones
and freely exercise their CGod-given inalienable rights in
their own honel and, Pal estine. The Israelis have of course
rejected the proposal outright. The world and the
supporters of Israel must prevail upon that habitually

i ntransigent country to return to sanity and the ways of
civilisation.

Af ghani st an

17. M. President, in Afghanistan too, we continue to

wi t ness anot her exanple of the blatant use of force. There
too, we continue to find the msery and travails of a people
| ocked in an unequal struggle to preserve their faith,

nati onal identity and character, sovereignty, dignity and
freedom

18. Indeed, the situation w thin Afghanistan and the three
and half mllion refugees forced into exile in neighbouring
countries have given cause for unprecedented anxiety
particularly for weak and small nations of the world. To

t hese nations the continuance of the Afghan nationali st
struggle is crucial. It is incunmbent on the internationa
community to see that this struggle succeed.



19. W, in Malaysia, are fully conmtted to the restoration
of the lawful rights of the Afghan people, including their
right to determne for thenselves their future, free from
coercion and for the Afghan refugees to return to their
hones in safety and honour. W support the efforts of the
United Nations Secretary Ceneral in initiating indirect
talks with the parties concerned to find a politica

sol ution consistent with the United Nations and Islamc
Conf erence Resol utions on the Afghan probl em

I ran-1raq \ar

20. M. President, it is disconcerting that the war between
Iran and lIraqg continues to rage. The conflict has gone for

far too long. It has taken a heavy toll in lives |lost, and
properties destroyed, in wounds inflicted and in human
msery. We nmust all, therefore, apply ourselves earnestly

to the task of reconciling the two countries in the interest
of the peoples of these countries thenselves and the world
at large. The fact is that there would be no victor, nor
vanqui shed, in this conflict.

21. Mal aysia enjoys close and cordial relations with both
Iran and lrag, and we therefore inplore themto cease
fighting, accept nediation and reconciliation so that an
honour abl e and an enduring solution could be found.

Apart hei d

22. My Government abhors South Africa's inhuman policy of
apartheid. This is a travesty of justice and is an affront
to human dignity. Apartheid, coupled with the Pretoria
reginme's deliberate and provocative armed incursions into
nei ghbouring states, constitute a major cause of tension and
instability, not only in Africa, but also the world at

| arge. Malaysia will continue to fully support the cause of
t he oppressed people of South Africa in their struggle for
equality, justice and dignity against apartheid. Those who
chanpi on human rights, or claimto do so, could do better by
condemming the Pretoria regine and treating themlike the
freaks that they are.

23. Anot her area of great concern to us is the probl em of
drug abuse. The world comunity has for a long tine treated
the drug problem as a social problemakin to poverty,

sl avery, abuse of children and other social ills. In fact
drug addiction is all these social ills rolled into one.
The youths afflicted with this problemare nental slaves

wi t h deviant tendenci es who are permanently inpoveri shed.
The probl em must be tackled at source and this can only be
done if the United Nations will act positively. Failure to
arrest this spreading scourge will destroy whol e generations
to cone.

Econom c | ssues

24. The age of enpires and inperial powers is practically



over. But the world has not as yet becone a better place
for the previously col onised. There are many reasons for
this and anong themis the banding together of the rich
nations in order to maintain econom ¢ dom nance, which sone
say is actually a formof inperialism

25. W, in Malaysia, are very nuch affected by this. As a
nation we have tried to live within the rules, formal and
i nformal , which govern the econom c rel ations between

nati ons. W have even refrained fromnationalising

i ndustries set up during colonial days, which were engaged
inliterally extracting wealth from our country for
foreigners who frequently do not even know where Mal aysi a
is, much less care for the well-being of its people.

26. But our patience and sense of fair-play is being taxed
tothe limt with the market manipul ati ons abroad which in
ef fect reduce our people to underpaid | abourers. As a
producer of primary commodities like tin, rubber and pal m
oil we are as nuch entitled to a fair return on our outlay
as any producer of manufactured goods in the devel oped
countries. Producing these primary products is no | onger
merely a question of having enough |and or mnerals and
cheap | abour. In these days expensive capital outlay is
needed to explore, extract and devel op, and also to do the
requi red research and devel opnment. The indications are that
these costs and the technology required will be increasing
steadily in the years to cone. Thus noney is needed not
only as profits but for future devel opnent for our own

i ncone and for the needs of the world.

27. \Wile the manufactured goods that we buy are priced
according to the cost of production and marketing and of
course a hefty profit, the prices of primary products seem
to bear no relation to any of these costs. They are priced
according to the whins and fancies of a host of people who
have nothing to do with their production. The various
exchanges | ocated in the devel oped countries literally
mani pul ate prices in order to make a profit for the brokers,
t he deal ers, the speculators and others. These peopl e nmake
noney when the prices go up. They al so nake noney when the
prices go down. As such it suits themto cause a yo-yo
effect on commodity prices.

28. In addition, these exchanges are exclusive clubs where
t he producers are unable to get nenbership. The sane
brokers and ot hers who trade on the exchanges are also the
peopl e who make the rules, apply the rules and arbitrate.
Is it any wonder that whenever their profits are threatened
they change the rules so that they will not only be saved
but make a handsonme profit as well.

29. This is the situation in the tin and rubber markets
today. It has played havoc with ny country's econony. W\
have tried to reduce price fluctuations by having

Pr oducer - Consuner Agreenents. But this is an arrangenent
that taxes the producers when prices are down but benefits



t he consuners when price trends are upwards. It is a case
of heads you win tails | |ose.

30. As if all these are not enough, the United States

mai ntai ns a stockpile ostensibly for strategic (nmeaning
security) reasons. W fully support the needs of the United
States for strategic reserves but the adm nistration of this
reserve is clearly not influenced by problens of strategy.
The stockpile is nmerely a rich nation's nonopolistic weapon
used to depress prices of comopdities for the benefit of the
consuners.

31. Such is the fate of the producers of primry
commodities that they now have to sell three to five tinmes
nmore of their produce in order to buy the sane anount of
manuf act ured goods fromthe devel oped countries as they did
20 years ago. In other words the gap between rich and poor
has wi dened by 300 to 500 percent in the |ast 20 years or
so.

32. Malaysia is trying to break the vicious circle of the
old comodity market system W are trying to set up a nore
equi tabl e systemwhich will maintain reasonable prices while
ensuri ng adequate supply of tin and rubber to the world.
Towards this end we have tried to forma viable and

ef fecti ve producers association. There is no intention to
create a nonopolistic situation. W know fully well that

unr easonabl eness on our part will result in reduced
consunption and a switch to substitutes. W hope that
producer countries everywhere will appreciate the need for
this strategy and participate in it.

33. Comodity prices today are at their |owest. W can

bl ame the recession for this. But what we regret is that
this recession is man-nmade. There is no shortage of supply,
nor is there a shortage of demand. Energy is plentiful and
the I evel of technology is unprecedented. Yet suddenly no
one wants to buy what only yesterday they could not have
enough. And those who want to buy are wi thout the necessary
forei gn exchange. | ndeed many poor countries have

literally to sell their soul in order nerely to survive

34. As | have said this world-w de depression is man-made.
It is made in the powerful countries by short-sighted
peopl e. Forenost anong the decisions that led to the
dimnution of world-trade is the increase of interest rates.
The high cost of nobney has reduced investnments, shrunk
inventories and stifled new business initiatives. Thus a

ot of cormodities are floating around unsol d and unbought,
further depressing prices.

35. True sone people have waxed rich in this depression but
the price is high in terns of unenploynent, bankruptcies and
m sery for the poor. The world' s econony cannot go on |ike
this for long. There will be violence, riots and

revol utions. Governnments will fall and anarchy wl|l

prevail. The longer the depression lasts the longer will it



take to recover.

36. As this depression is man-nade, it mnmust be unmade by
man as well. The first need is to |lower interest rates even
if it causes slightly higher inflation. Secondly, the
protectionismof the rich nations nmust be reduced, if not
done away with. If this cannot be done, at |east the
protectionist policy should be nade nore discrimn nating.
The devel opi ng nations shoul d not be subjected to any
protectionist neasures. This should at |east soften the

i npact of the recession on them The rich countries too
woul d benefit as the inproved i ncone of the poor will enable
themto buy nore manufactured goods.

37. The world has suffered enough fromthis depression. W
need action now. W need the reversal of policies that are
so obviously wong. W would |like to appeal to those people
who wield so nuch power to heed the needs of the world.
Reverse the policies you have made and the world will
renenber you as saviours.

Uni ted Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and Antarctica.

38. The participating nenbers of the United Nations mnust
congratul ate thensel ves on the successful conclusion of the
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. The days
when the rich nations of the world can take for thenselves
what ever territory and resources that they have access to
are over. Henceforth all the unclained wealth of this earth
must be regarded as the common heritage of all the nations
of this planet.

39. The seas and the sea-beds are undoubtedly going to be
the source of wealth for the future. There is no reason why
the m nerals and other resources presently found on the
exposed surfaces of the planet will not be found in the
sea- beds. The problemis, of course, one of exploration and
extraction. The high cost and the sophisticated technol ogy
required will be well beyond the capacity of the poor

nati ons. Unless they can have a share as of right whenever
this wealth is extracted the gap between them and the rich
nations is going to wi den even nore. Wen finally they do
have the capacity nmuch of the readily accessible wealth
woul d have been exhausted. It is hoped that with the
agreenment on the Law of the Sea the poor nations wll get
their fair share

40. But there remains certain areas in the world which are
not covered by any international agreenent. According to
present norms, territories colonised by the old col onial
powers nust be decolonised i.e. returned to the natives or
the original inhabitants. The United Nations concern wth
this issue is reflected in the Permanent Conmittee on
Decol oni sati on. However, there are still |and areas which
have neither natives nor settlers. There is, therefore, no



one to inherit the land and to set up viable governnents
should the clainms of the netropolitan powers be given up
Because of this, little attention has been paid to these
ar eas.

41. It is nowtime that the United Nations focus it's
attention on these areas, the |largest of which is the
continent of Antarctica. A nunmber of countries have in the
past sent expeditions which have not linmted thenselves to
nmere scientific exploration but have gone on to cl ai m huge
wedges of Antarctica for their countries. These countries
are not depriving any natives of their lands. They are
therefore not required to decol onise. But the fact stil
remai ns that these uninhabited | ands do not |egally bel ong
to the discoverers as nuch as the colonial territories do
not belong to the col onial powers.

42. Like the seas and the sea-beds these uninhabited | ands
belong to the international comunity. The countries
presently claimng themnmust give themup so that either
the United Nations adm nister these |ands or the present
occupants act as trustees for the nations of the world.

43. Presently exploitation of the resources in the
Antarctica is too costly and the technology is not yet
avai | abl e. But no doubt the day will conme when Antarctica
can provide the world with food and other resources for its
devel opnent. It is only right that such exploitation should
benefit the poor nations as nuch as the rich.

44. Now that we have reached agreenent on the Law of the
Sea, the United Nations nmust convene a nmeeting in order to
define the problem of uninhabited | ands, whether clainmed or
uncl ai med, and to determine the rights of all nations to
these lands. W are aware of the Treaty of Antarctica

concl uded by a few nations which provides for their
cooperation for scientific research and prohibits

non- peaceful activities. While there is some nmerit in this
treaty, it is neverthel ess an agreenent between a sel ect
group of countries and does not reflect the true feelings of
menbers of the United Nations or their just clainms. A new

i nternational agreement is required so that historica

epi sodes are not nade into facts to substantiate clains.

Concl usi on

45. As | have said at the beginning, the world today is
beset by crises of various kinds. To believe otherw se

woul d be to ignore the realities before us. It is

i nperative that we take cogni zance of this fact and nobilise
all our efforts to overcone these crises. W can do this if
we choose to, or we can let the opportunity slip by. Never
bef ore has human ingenuity in science and technol ogy reached
such a |l evel of devel opnent as today. But we nust use it

wi sely, not in pursuit of sophisticated weaponry for

pur poses of war but instead to harness it towards peacefu
and beneficial uses for the conmon good.



46. It is an inperilled world in which we are living and we
must put it right at all cost. This could cone about if
nations would be willing to effectively inplenment past and
future resolutions of this Organisation and its rel ated
agencies. For this would not only help restore the

i nternational community's confidence in the United Nations
but also contribute to the resolution of the current
conflicts and crises. | urge all nenbers of this
Organisation to give their fullest cooperation and every
support towards this end so that international peace,
stability and security woul d be achieved.

Thank you.



	THE 37TH. SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (29/09/1982)

