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TI ME

It gives me great pleasure to welconme all of you to

Mal aysia in conjunction with the 12th Biennial Meeting of

t he Conmonweal t h Sci ence Council. Ml aysia feels honoured
to host this nmeeting in the firmbelief that the advancenent
of science and technology is a sine qua non for further

progress of the | ess-devel oped countries (LDCs) as nuch as
it is for the advanced countries.

2. Malaysia fully appreciates the role of science and
technol ogy in devel opnent. W believe that nodern science
and technology is not only necessary for the nodernisation
of our industrial sector, but also of our agricultura
sector. Further, we believe that science and technol ogy
shoul d be used not nerely for the material devel opnent of
our nation, but also for the enhancenent of the quality of
life, and the achi evenent of peace and harnony both within
the country and also in the relati on between nations.

3. Malaysia is undergoing a fairly rapid rate of

devel opnent and noderni sati on. Wile we need the
cooperation of the advanced countries to boost our econonic
grom h, we al so place consi derabl e enphasis on
self-reliance. The harnessing of scientific and
technol ogi cal knowl edge is vital to that self-reliance. W
are not about to invent the wheel again but the application
of discoveries and inventions originating el sewhere is a
part of the exercise in self-reliance. O course we intend
to fully utilise all the foreign expertise that may be nade
avail able to us.

4. However, the scientific know edge and technol ogy of the
West cannot be sinply inported into the country. It nust be
properly adjusted and adapted in order to fit into the
speci al needs and requirenments of the nation. As such, our
own research nmust be directed firstly, to the identification
of the scientific and technol ogi cal know edge that can be
utilised in the country, and secondly, to nodify that

know edge and its application in order to fit in with our
pecul i ar situation and needs.

5. These are our nmajor interests in so far as they involve
t he advancenent of science and technology in this country.
We think that they should al so be the areas of interest of



ot her devel opi ng nations. W cannot afford to spend too
much of our tinme and limted resources on the basic
scientific and technol ogi cal research as do the rich and
advanced nations. W only hope that these countries wll
share rel evant di scoveries with us. Only with such

readi ness to share and hel p can there be a nore neaningfu
and satisfying rel ati onship between the devel opi ng and the
devel oped countries. Cearly the devel oped countries of the
Commonweal th can play a nore neaningful role to | essen the
problens and difficulties of the devel oping countries within
t he Conmonweal t h.

6. The potential of the Commonweal th Sci ence Council in
bringi ng about a nore equitable sharing of scientific and
technol ogi cal resources is enornous. As a catalyst, the
Commonweal t h Sci ence Council can enhance col | aborati on anong
menber countries of the Commonwealth in increasing the
capabilities of individual nations to use science and
technol ogy for their econom c and social advancenent. It is
only then that the Council can justify its exsitence.

7. As you are aware, one of the targets of nmany devel opi ng
countries is industrialisation. This is also the case with
Mal aysia. In the quest for industrialisation, research is
constantly needed, even if the |l evel of research is

el ementary. Indeed research and devel opnment, whet her

rudi mentary or otherw se, is now a basic requirenment of

i ndustry. In order that R & D can contribute to
productivity, the system and the nethods nust be | earnt

t hrough exchanges of expertise between the advanced and the
devel opi ng countries, as well as anong the devel opi ng
countries thenmselves. Inter-country and inter-industry
cooperation is, therefore, nost useful

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

8. | would like to take this opportunity to make sone
specific reference to the type of help and assi stance that
devel opi ng nations |like Malaysia require in order to
progress further. I amnentioning this so that those of you
representing the devel oped countries may exam ne further how
you can help in return for the kind of cooperation and
support that we can give to your own efforts in achieving
further advancenent.

scientific and technol ogi cal personnel. The Commonweal t h

Sci ence Council can certainly assist . The cost of training
in your respective countries should not be so high as to be
beyond our reach. Scientific and technol ogi cal know edge
like all other forms of know edge, we believe, increases as
you share it with others. The nore our scientific and

t echnol ogi cal personnel go to your countries for training,
the more will your countries be able to extend the frontiers
of know edge in the application of new discoveries. As a
bonus, our personnel who have got used to your techniques
and equi pnents are going to act as the best sal esnen of your
research and ot her products when they return to work in
their own countries.



10. Devel oping countries are so designated because they are
relatively poor. If they are going to be able to buy from

t he devel oped countries the equi pments and products they
need, they nmust be helped to attain the financial capacity
to do so. This is where the devel oped countries should be
nmore liberal not only in inporting products from devel opi ng
countries but also in the transfer of scientific know how
and technol ogy. The chances of devel opi ng countries
subsequently outstripping the developed in the utilisation
of scientific and technol ogi cal know how are so slimthat it
should be totally discounted. Only the nmost primtive of
the discarded industries will find a place in the devel opi ng
world. If then the products are bought by the devel oped
nati ons, the devel oping nations will have the financial
capacity to inmport technol ogy and ot her needs.

lead to conflicts between the two. Human societies have
devi sed many ways of reducing their tendency towards such
conflicts. Thus even capitalistic societies provide
protection and help for the poor at the expense of the rich
The concept of graduated tax on incomes is a typica
exanpl e. But the comunity of nations has not yet accepted
the principle that the rich should hel p the poor. Perhaps
it is because poor nations are incapable of threatening the
rich, as poor workers are capable through their unions.

But, whatever the reason, certainly the social
responsibility of nations is not well devel oped.

12. | would appeal to the scientists who are attending this
meeting, to be not only scientists but also people with a
of the world should, where appropriate, override the narrow
interests of one's own nation. The poor countries need hel p
-- not handouts, but a hel ping hand for their devel oprnent.
Scientific and technol ogi cal know edge i s one instrunent
that can do this. And so the Commonwel t h Sci ence Counci
shoul d be very positive in this task of spreading the kind
of know edge that buil ds nations.

13. It is now ny pleasure to declare the 12th. Meeting of

t he Conmonweal t h Sci ence Council formally open and | wi sh
you every success.
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