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TI ME

Your Mpjesties;

Your Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Let me begin by bidding you ' Sel amat Datang' . This

Mal aysi an greeting expresses much nore than just wel cone.
It conveys the warnth and happi ness that we feel in

recei ving you here in Kuala Lunpur.

2. | amhappy to neet old friends and to nake new

acquai ntances. We are all, | amsure, delighted to wel cone
Prime Mnister Benazir Bhutto, whose presence here today is
really a sort of a homecom ng. Pakistan's return to this
famly of nations will no doubt enrich our discussion and
hel p strengthen Conmonweal th col |l ective action

3. I would also like to take this opportunity, on behalf

of all of us, to thank Prime Mnister Brian Milroney

for his stewardship at our |ast gathering in Vancouver and
for the unforgettable hospitality of the Canadians. | know
that Prime Mnister Miul roney as past Chairman, will have a
val uabl e contribution to make.

Your Majesties, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentl enen,

4. Ml aysia, situated at the crossroads between China and

I ndia, East and West, has for centuries been a neeting place
for peoples and cultures. W carry this tradition today as
we now play host to the | eaders of the Comonweal t h.

5. Although we have been trading with the rest of the

worl d for over a thousand years, we had never parti cipated
much in international affairs. But since independence we
have been forced out of our cocoon by international econonic
and political pressures. If we do not go out to protect our
interests no one will protect us. Hence our increasing
participation in multilateral organisations. The hosting of
this Meeting is a part of that need to interact and to

prot ect oursel ves.

6. The Kual a Lunpur Commonweal th Conference is tinely and
rel evant. Devel oprments in rel ati ons between the superpowers
prom se, for the first tine since the war, a broadbased and



unpr ecedent ed agenda for political and econonic cooperation
Less heartening is that we enter the next decade with the
econom c issues of the eighties unresolved. And, equally

di sheartening, Apartheid is still with us.

7. These trends and circunstances provide chal |l enges and
opportuni ti es which demand new responses fromus. The
Commonweal th, if it is to remain relevant, nust provide sone
of the answers. The Kual a Lunpur Conference, | hope, will

gi ve us the opportunity to |l ook for them

8. There is sone nonentum towards superpower detente. W
cannot assume that as they resolve their differences, our
interests, especially those of the devel oping world, wll
not be sacrificed. W nust be mindful of this. W nust be
able to forecast and to pre-enpt. Peace will carry a cost.
That cost nust be equitably shared.

9. In West Asia ceasefire arrangenents are now i n pl ace

whi ch, hopefully, will lead to an end to bl oodshed. The

Pal esti ni ans continue to be deprived of their honel and.
Israeli security may be inportant but surely we nust

consi der also the security of its neighbours and the fate
of the Palestinians. State terrorismas practised by Israe
is as despicable as any kind of terrorismand nmust be
stopped. There cannot be peace and security w thout justice.

10. The situation in Afghanistan is far from being

resol ved. Afghans in their thousands continue to live in
refugee canps. The Paris Conference on Canbodia failed to
achi eve a conprehensive political settlenent. W nust
continue our efforts to resolve the Canbodi an probl em before
it degenerates into another bloody civil war.

11. O particular interest to us here is the situation in
Sout hern Africa where our efforts need to be stepped up. Ve
are agreed that Apartheid nmust be elimnated. The correct
signal must be sent to the racist reginme in South Africa.
Sanctions work. Do not be deluded into believing that the
smal | changes we are seeing there is due to a sudden
flowering of humanitarian feelings. Concern for the effect of
sanctions on the blacks is m splaced. Consequently,
sanctions nmust not only continue but nust be escal at ed.
Investments and financial flows to racist South Africa nust
be conpl etely stopped.

12. W all know that the independence plan for Nanm bia is
partly at least the result of sanctions. W also know that
control over Namibia will be grudgingly surrendered, and
every opportunity exploited to frustrate the inplenentation
of the plan.

13. W nust be vigilant that recent devel opnents in

Sout hern Africa do not obscure the central issues of
Apartheid. We must not allow the racist Pretoria regine to
deflect us. The establishnent of a denocratic, truly non-
racial, unitary and representative governnent in South



Africa must remain the principal objective of the
Commonweal th. W nust not think of settling old scores.
VWi tes, blacks and coloured nmust live together in amty.

Your Majesties, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentl enen,

14. There may because for hope and encouragenent with
regard to the global political scene, but the world econonic
trends are not so propitious. Wile nearly all of the

devel oped countries still manage nodest growth, many of the
devel opi ng countries are experiencing stagnation if not
negative growh. The rich countries have apparently ganged
up agai nst the poor. They have arrogated to thensel ves the
right to direct world trade and to mani pul ate currencies to
t hei r advantage. Subsidies, quotas, tariff and non-tariff
barriers by the rich have distorted costs and supplies
wor | dwi de. Now environment and human rights are to be used
to hanper econom c devel opnment in the devel opi ng countries.

15. On the question of poverty, especially in Africa, our
response cannot sinply be assistance al one. The |inkages of
poverty to debt and trade -- and even to the environnent --
nmust be recogni sed and addressed.

16. The debt burden of the poor is getting heavier. An
unacceptably high percentage of their GNP is spent to
service debts, resulting in a reversal of the net flow of
funds between the rich and the poor. For the poorest the
situation is hopel ess.

17. The African debt problemcontinues to deteriorate --
| argely unnoticed. Part of Africa's problemis that the
countries concerned sinply do not owe enough to pose a
threat to the international financial system Hence, the
scant attention to African debts.

18. What we need is a bold financial initiative. Such a

pl an woul d have to recogni se that existing debts, public and
private, are not worth their full value and that nost
African debtors cannot sustain full debt-servicing. Mking
debt - sl aves of whole nations is worse than the inhuman
practice of debt-slavery in the past. Those who can nust

pay, but consideration nust be given to those who truly
cannot .

19. Yet another dinension of the problemis the increasing
attenpt by the G7 to interfere decisively in the managenent
of the global financial and trading system Their decisions
to realign currencies have not only severely affected the
debt - servi ci ng burden of devel opi ng countries but also the
resource flows and their growth prospects.

20. Problenms of debt and poverty cannot be overcone while
significant disparity exists between the econom c growth
rates of the devel oped and the devel opi ng countries.
Devel opi ng countries need better access to markets and

a greater flow of foreign investnents not only for econonic



growm h but also to provide themthe neans and the capacity
to service their debts.

21. For world trade to grow, the principles of an open and
fair multilateral trading and paynment systens must be
upheld. Wiile we try to reduce tariff barriers, and

stinmul ate gl obal trade, we are now threatened by a

di scernabl e increase in non-tariff barriers. Further

the focus has shifted from"free trade" to "fair trade"
Industrialised countries are increasingly demandi ng
reciprocity even as they deny the devel opi ng countries
tariff concessions and preferential treatmnent.

22. This is evident in the current Uruguay Round of the
MIN. Pi ous pronouncenents have been nade on interdependence
and the inportance of nultilateralism But they are
contradicted by the actions of those who nmake t hem
Bilateralismand regionalismare being allowed to gain at

t he expense of an open multilateral trading system

Your Majesties, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentl enen,

23. The environnent is now a matter of grave concern to
everyone including the devel opi ng countries. The degradation
of the environnent can no | onger be ignored and urgent
solutions rmust be found. Unfortunately, nany devel oped
countries seemintent on laying the blame for the world's
envi ronnent al probl ens on the devel oping countries. Yet by
any neasure, it is the devel oped countries which have nost
assail ed our environnent. Nuclear testing, excessive use of
fossil fuels, private transportation, release of CFC into

t he at nosphere, nassive wastage of paper, toxic chem ca

di sposal; all these and nore are the direct result of the
life style of the rich.

24. Poverty, of course, contributes towards environnenta
decline, but it is only because the poor cannot help

t hensel ves. If they are denied the few resources they have ,
they are going to becone poorer and woul d cause even greater
envi ronnent al degradation. On the other hand, the rich

can afford not only to reduce their waste generating life
style but can expand nore on reafforestation of the
agricultural land they had wested fromtheir forests. Wth
their technol ogy and their wealth they can actually make
mllions of acres of desert bl oom

25. Unfortunately the line taken by environnentalists is to
| ay the blame on poor countries and seek to force themto

sl ow-down their devel opnment in the interest of restoring the
envi ronnent which the rich had polluted. Even Wrld Bank

| oans are now to be made conditional upon environnenta

consi derati on.

26. W agree that concerted international effort is needed.
The Conmonweal th can hel p by bringing sone sanity and

bal ance to the current debate. W all nust share the burden
of keeping our environnent l|ivable, but, the sharing nust



be fair and in accord with the neans at the di sposal of each
of us. The poor nust not be nmade to pay for the past and
present sins of the rich.

27. Anot her problem which transcends national boundaries
and which requires a gl obal approach is the drug problem
Mal aysi a makes no apol ogy for the severity of our puni shrment
for drug traffickers. W see today how very serious the
probl em can beconme. Whol e Governments are being threatened
subverted and corrupted by the drug traffickers. Al one many
nati ons may just go under. Only a conbi ned and

coordi nated anti drug trafficking war by the internationa
community can hope to defeat this evil and prop up
Government s agai nst the violent assaults by the merchants
of death. An all-out global war must be waged with all the
nmoney and forces at our disposal. The cost will be high but
the price we will have to pay if the drug nenace spreads
will be far higher. W are seeing this now Extradition,
confiscation of all proceeds fromdrug trafficking and
severe puni shment for traffickers nmust be universal. It is
the laxity of sone nations which has caused the drug habit
to spread. Renmenber that along with the drug habit wll
come AIDS. Those who advocate | eniency are guilty of
spreading AIDS as well. W nust act now.

Your Majesties, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentl enen,

28. In keeping with custom Her Mjesty Queen Elizabeth, as
Head of the Commonwealth, is in Malaysia during the course
of the Conference. Ml aysia, as host, would like to thank
Her Majesty for her gracious presence. The Ml aysi an
CGovernment and the people of Mal aysia are greatly honoured
by her acceptance of our invitation to make a state visit
to Mal aysia i medi ately before the Conference. She has won
the hearts of everyone of us by her friendliness and charm
Her Majesty's presence nakes the Commonweal th that nmuch nore
cohesi ve and neani ngful. W wi sh her good health and | ong
may she reign.

29. In conclusion, let me state that the rel ationship which
bi nds the Commonweal th together can be enornmously rewarding.
There is nmuch that we can do for each other and for the
world if we set our mind to it and we act.

30. Malaysia in a way has redi scovered the Comonweal t h.

W admit that we were at one tinme disenchanted. But in an

i ncreasingly interdependent world the Commonweal th provi des
an inportant forumfor the discussion and even the

settl enent of sone international problens. W also see a
role for ourselves in the Conmonweal th, small though it may
be. W pray and hope that the Commonwealth will, in this

era of rapid and radical change, live up to the expectations
of its nenbers. We hope the Kuala Lunpur Comonweal t h
Conference will contribute towards this end.

31. Once again, | bid you welcome to Malaysia. W will do
our best to nake your stay confortable.
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