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TI ME

Your Excellency M. Vo Van Kiet,

Chai rman of the Council of Mnisters

of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Madane Cam

Di sti ngui shed CGuests,

Ladi es and GCentl enen.

I wish first of all to thank you for your very warm

words of wel come and for the generous hospitality accorded
to ne, my wife and the many nmenbers of ny delegation. | am

i ndeed very happy to be here in Vietnamto return your visit
and renew our friendship and see for nyself the dynamc
changes that are taking place in this country. May | al so
express our sincere appreciation to you, Excellency, for the
excel l ent arrangenents made for this visit, which is ny
first to Vietnam | | ook forward to enjoying the charm and
beauty of this country and continuing the dial ogue we had
establ i shed.

2. Wen we nmet just a few nmonths ago during your official
visit to Malaysia we had very useful exchanges of views on
t he whol e spectrum of our bilateral relations as well as re-

gi onal and international issues of nutual concern. | am
confident that nmy visit to Vietnamw ||l enhance the cl ose
friendshi p and cooperati on between our two countries. | am

happy that the seeds we have sown thus far in our economc
cooperation are beginning to bear fruit. The vol unme of
trade between our two countries has increased substantially
over the last two years and several major Ml aysi an cor po-
rate groups such as PETRONAS, Public Bank and Gol den Hope
have al ready established their presence in Vietnam This
evi dence of growing confidence in Vietnamis the result of
t he pragmati c econom c policy being pursued by the govern-
ment of Vi etnam under Your Excellency's | eadership.

3. Though progress in the field of trade and economi c co-
operation has been encouragi ng, vast potentials are yet to
be tapped. W nust continue to build upon the success we
have achi eved for our nutual benefit. The fact that | have
brought with nme a | arge del egation fromthe private sector
bears testinony to the seriousness of our desire to see re-
| ati ons between our two countries accelerate to greater



heights. It is ny hope that Ml aysian entrepreneurs and
busi nessmen woul d be accepted as genui ne and sincere part-
ners in the econom c devel opnent of Vietnam

Your Excell ency,

4. In the course of your noble efforts to devel op Vi et nam
econom cal ly, you would require enornmous anmounts of capita
and trained manpower. | pledge to you today, as | have done
so during your last visit to our country, Mlaysia' s read-
iness to share with Vietnam our devel opnent experience and
to provide assistance in the field of rubber technol ogy,
managenent, administration and technical training. W do so
inthe spirit of friendship and cooperation and in the firm
belief that economcally stable and prosperous nei ghbours
will contribute positively to the peace and security of the
whol e region. W also do so in the firmconviction that
present-day Vietnamis sincere in wanting to |live in peace
and cooperation with its nei ghbours and participate fully as
a responsi bl e nenber of the Southeast Asian conmunity.

5. Recent devel opnents in the world have convinced us that
countries in the region have no choice but to work together
closely. The end of the East-Wst confrontation and the
energence in Europe and the Anmericas of new political and
econom ¢ groupi ngs, each concerned with its own regional in-
terest first, nake it all the nore necessary and urgent for
all of us in Southeast and East Asia to cone together and
plan for the future on a regional basis. Failure to do so
woul d only put us at a disadvantage. It is for this reason
that we in ASEAN have agreed to strengthen our cooperation
by taking definitive steps to bring into realisation the
ASEAN Free Trade Arrangenent within 15 years. Qther insti-
tutional arrangenents have al so been agreed upon to ensure
t hat ASEAN becomes a truly effective organi sation to neet
future chal |l enges, guarantee devel opment, peace and stabil -
ity in the region.

6. Wiile we are confident that the ASEAN six woul d be able
to play the role it is envisaged, we believe that an ASEAN
10, conprising the present six nenber states and all other
Sout heast Asian countries, would provide a truly form dabl e
force of peace, progress and stability in the entire region
We in Ml aysia envision the establishnent of a prosperous
communi ty of Sout heast Asian nations |inked together by a
strong conmitment to cooperate for peace, progress and sta-
bility, where people travel freely to each other's country,
where trade and investnment flowwith [ittle or no re-
striction, and where common institutions exist to train our
schol ars and scientists so as to be at par with those of de-
vel oped countri es.

7. W are encouraged by the fact that Vietnam and Laos are
now ready to sign the ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
and we hope that it would not be too |ong before both coun-
tries could be full nmenbers of ASEAN. That Vi etnam has been
able to forge closer relations with its ASEAN nei ghbours

over the |ast few years speaks highly of the statesnmanship



and pragmati smof the country's |eadership. W are glad the
days of confrontation and conflict over the Canbodi an issue
are behind us and that we can now devote our efforts towards
the betternment of our peoples' lives. Let the events of the
past be | essons for the future. Never again should we allow
conflicts and confrontation to arise and stultify our re-

| ations.

Your Excel |l ency,

8. There remains only two outstanding issues to be re-

sol ved between us - nanely the question of Vietnanmese boat -
peopl e in Mal aysia and the overlapping claimin the South
China Sea. W had agreed in Kuala Lunmpur to settle these

i ssues peacefully by negotiations. W are confident that
with the friendship and spirit of understandi ng that exist
anong us today, these issues could be settled quickly in the
manner we had envi saged t oget her

9. As we look to the future with hope and confidence, | et

us continue to strengthen the foundation of our relations so
that nmutually beneficial ties will develop in every possible
fields. In this regard, it is a matter of great satisfac-
tion to ne that tonmorrow we shall be signing the Post and
Tel econmuni cati on Agreenent as well as the Economic, Scien-
tific and Techni cal Cooperation Agreenent which will bring
our two countries even closer. | amconfident the Joint

Conmi ssion that we have agreed to establish will provide an
efficient mechani smto nmanage our cooperative endeavours.

Your Excel |l ency,

10. When you paid us a visit in January this year, you
brought with you a cultural teamto entertain our people and
denonstrate the richness of Vietnamis cultural tradition. |
am happy to be able to reciprocate your kind gesture by al so
bringing a Malaysian cultural teamto Vietnamto entertain

you and the people of this country. | hope you will enjoy
t he show.
11. Distinguished guests, |adies and gentlenen, may | in-

vite you to rise and join ne in a toast to the good health
of H E. Vo Chi Cong, President of the Socialist Republic of
Vi etnam and H. E, Vo Van Kiet, Chairman of the Council of

M ni sters and Madam Cam and to the continuing friendship be-
tween Mal aysia and Vi et nam
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