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MASA:

Yang Ber hor mat

Dat uk Muharmmad Nasir,

Pengerusi, Jawat ankuasa Pengel ol a Mukt amar
Ant ar abangsa Abad Ke 15 Hijrah
Yang- Ber hor mat Yang- Ber hor mat ;

Ti mbal an Seti ausaha Agung, QO C

Tuan- Tuan Yang Ter utama

Dif-dif Kehormat;

Tuan- Tuan dan Puan- Puan

Saudar a- saudara Muslimn Mislinmat Sekelian

Assal amu ' al ai kum war ahmat ul | ah

wabar akat uh.

Saya mengucapkan ribuan terinm kasi h kepada

Jawat ankuasa Penganj ur Miuktamar ini, terutanmanya Yang

Ber hor mat Dat uk Muhammad Nasir sel aku Penger usi

Jawat ankuasa, yang tel ah sudi nenjenput saya nenghadiri
majlis ini. Saya juga nmengucapkan setinggi-tinggi terinma
kasi h di atas penghormatan yang di beri kan kepada saya unt uk
mer asni kan per hi mpunan yang penting ini

2. Miuktamar ini, pada hemat saya, adal ah amat penting dan
sesuai sekali dengan suasana dan tujuan perayaan Abad Ke-15
H jrah. Muktamar ini adal ah ekoran kepada Semi nar
Kebangsaan Mengenai Konsep Penbangunan Dal am | sl am yang

di  angsungkan pada bul an Mac tahun ini. Saya menganbi l

pel uang i ni untuk nengucapkan tahni ah kepada penganj ur

Mukt amar dan senua pi hak yang tel ah nenberi kerjasama dan
berusaha nenyel enggar akan persedi aan Muktamar ini. Senpga
segal a usaha dan titikpel uh senua pi hak bagi nenjayakan
Mukt amar ini akan diterim ol eh Allah Subhanahu Vat aal a
sebagai amal an yang di r edhai - Nya.

My Muslim Brothers and Sisters.

It is indeed an honour and a privilege for me to be

given this opportunity to address this distingui shed

gat hering of Muslim scholars and intellectuals gathered here
to celebrate the advent of the 15th. Century of Hjrah in a
manner nost neaningful to Islami.e by the serious

di scussion of the problens faced by Muslins in general and
the spread of the teachings and practice of |slam anong
Muslinms in particular. It is a synmbol of Islamc ethica

val ues that we do not make nmerry in our celebration of this
significant event but instead we devote our time to the
serious study of how to nake Islamnore and nore a way of
life of our Muslimbrothers and sisters.



flight frompersecution - even fromattenpted nmurder by the
treacherous Quraish. It could have been an inglorious

epi sode. But instead the Hjrah marked such an inportant
mlestone in the spread of Islamthat it was accepted as the
begi nning of the Islamc era.

3. The Hijrah is renenbered and revered because it was not
a retreat but rather a nove or a manoeuvre to strengthen
Islam And indeed following the H jrah to Madinah the
spread of |slam gained nomentumuntil eventually the
faithful were able to return to Mekkah in victory. The

H jrah was i ndeed the turning point wherein Islamwhich was
confined to a few in Mekkah becane the religion of 900
mllion people in the world to-day.

4. There is a lesson to be learnt here. Islamis not
spread by battering our heads agai nst stone walls, by
obstinacy and fool hardi ness and certainly not by arrogance
and by force. Islamis spread by wi sdom and strat egy;

wi sdomto know and recogni se our weaknesses as nuch as our
strength, and knowi ng these, to plan our strategy. The
weakness of to-day may be the strength of tonmorrow. A step
back may mean many steps forward later on. Allah is always
with us, if only we will exert ourself to help ourself.

5. The Hijrah has inspired and sustai ned many Muslins
even in the blackest hour. It has hel ped many to sol dier
on. | hope that the Hjrah will hold this nmeaning to al
Musl i ms whether in defeat or in victory. There is no room
for despair in our struggle for Allah is with us al ways.

My brothers and sisters.

6. As we gather here to ponder on the problens that we
face in uphol ding the teachings and practice of Islam our
teachi ngs rai sed man above the barbaric ways of their past.

7. But then this glorious period passed away and |sl am at
t he begi nning of 20th century of Al -Masihi was totally
dom nated or overshadowed by others. There was hardly a
Musl i m comunity which was not rul ed by others or at |east
dom nated. The Muslins were divided and fragnented and al
their wealth was taken away fromthem They becane the
poorest and the nost dependent of people.

8. W can blame others for our fall fromglory, for the

sad fate of the Muslins and Islam W can bewail the fact
that our skills and our know edge have been renoved from us
and copied. W can condem the treachery of others. But

al |l our outpourings and condemation will be of no avail

for we have no power to force others to do what we want them
to do for us.

9. If we are sincere and truthful to ourselves and to

I sl am we nmust admit that nmuch of what has befallen us is due
to our own fault as much as the glorious period of Islamwas
due to our practicing the true teachings of Islam Wen



I sl am urges us to acquire knowl edge we chose to divide
know edge into spiritual and non-spiritual and we reject
what we ternmed non-spiritual know edge. Wen |slam urges us
to be prepared to defend ourselves we chose to ignore that
war cannot al ways be fought with horses and canels and
swords, that new weapons are needed. Consequently we were
def eated. When Islam urges tol erance we chose to be
arrogant and to force upon others that which we have no
power to do. Wen Islampermts the acquisition of wealth
and that giving is better than receiving, we chose to
glorify poverty and honour those who beg from others. And
there are many other things that we do and in fact preach
whi ch are contrary not only to the teachings of |slam but
toits very spirit.

10. These are our faults and because of themwe are now
weak and have to beg for even the needs for defending Islam
Allah in Hs infinite wisdomhas lately granted the Mislinms
untold wealth. But instead of seizing upon this opportunity
to regain our strength we squander them on needl ess | uxuries
while at the same time we quarrel over the right usage of
such wealth. And so despite the bounty of Allah we are

still dependent upon others for our well-being and our
security.

11. This is not the thene of our Muktamar but | do not
think it is out of place to rem nd ourselves that our
salvation lies with us, Insya-Allah. W have no right to
presune that Allah will provide for us nerely because we are
followers of the true religion and we performthe ibadah
strictly and regularly. For Hmto help us we have to nmake
the efforts to help ourselves. If Allah so wished all the
Qurai sh woul d have enbraced Islam But Al lah sent Mihamrad,
Rasul lullah s.a.w. to explain Hi s Message and to show the
[ight and Muhammad had to work at preaching Islamfor 23
years before Allah declared that Islamwas finally the
conplete religion. If the Prophet of Allah had to work,
surely we who are nere followers of Islam we with our
weaknesses and our faults have to work even harder. |badah
is not just the performance of fardhu "ain. In Islam
everything that we do for the sake of Islamis ibadah
Certainly the acquisition of know edge, the wllingness to
work hard and to subject ourselves to discipline are al

i badah in Islamfor they give strength and security to the
Muslinms and to Islam

My Muslim Brothers and Sisters.

12. This Miuktamar is concerned wi th dakwah and the probl ens
associated with it. It is enjoined upon everyone of us to
spread the correct teachings of Islamanong the Mislins

al t hough anmong us there nust al ways be a group of people who
will call upon us to do what is good and to abstain from
what is bad and to preach Islam It is our duty, and the
duty particularly of the ulamahs to solve the probl ens of
dakwah.



13. The spread of the teachings of |Islamanong the Mislins
should not really be a problem W presune that the
propagators of Islamwould know what is the correct teaching
and woul d only propagate what is right. But alas sone of

the followers of Islamare often ignorant and w t hout the
ability to distinguish what is right fromwhat is wong, and
t he propagators too mght be ignorant or worse still m ght
be nmoved by objectives other than sincere dakwah.
Consequently wongful and deviationi st teachings are often
progpagat ed. This has been so not only now but throughout
the history of Islam

14. | amaware that there are schol ars who advocate

absol ute freedom for anyone wi shing to propagate Islam It
is not for me to say whether such absolute freedomis right
or wong. But we have today many sects which started anong
Musl i ms but which are now no | onger recognised as Islamc
Still these sects flourish and still call thenselves
followers of Islam And nany are the people who are m sl ed
by these sects and have for practical purposes discarded

I sl am

15. There are a lot of Muslins whose know edge of Islamis
m ni mal . The consequence of allow ng everyone to preach
I sl am coul d be confusion and | oss of faith anong those

16. Muslinms who are unable to distinguish between what is
right and what is wong.

17. There are al so those anbng Muslins whose preachi ngs of
Islam are directed towards ot her objectives. For these
peopl e wong interpretations are of m nor consideration as
I ong as they achieve their real objectives. The result
woul d be to pollute the teachings of Islamwth extraneous
matters or even to render Muslins unlslamc

18. The history of Islamis replete with accounts of how
devi ationi st sects were forned and how assasi nati ons becane
a weapon for a few of these sects. Today once again we see
t he emergence of such sects. In Ml aysia itself we have
seen a murderous attenpt made on i nnocent bystanders and
public servants by a group of deviationists. And of course
in many villages Muslins are divided agai nst each other to
the extent that they will not pray in the same nosque, will
not recogni se marriages sol emmi sed by people they dislike or
say funeral prayers over the bodies of brother Mislinms whom
they have arbitrarily condemmed as non-Misli ns.

19. Religion is not nere ideology. It is a deep comm tnent
t hat cannot be changed easily. Once a faith is accepted, it
is most difficult to change the faith. Simlarly once an
interpretation of the religious belief is accepted, it is
al nost i npossi ble, especially among Muslins to correct or
change the interpretation. Anong Muslins the followers of
one sect will not readily accept the practices of other
sects, even though they nmay accept the other sect as
Islamc. O course when they regard a sect as unlslamc



they will not allow thenselves to be influenced. On the

ot her hand the followers of the sect condemmed as unl sl amc
may consi der the condemation as wong, and that their own
interpretation of Islamis the right interpretation
Consequently they will adhere to their wong interpretation
come what may. To them they are the ones with the right
interpretation and they will therefore cling to it with
tenacity.

20. It can be seen that once a wong interpretation is
accepted, it is difficult or alnpbst inpossible to correct
it. This is so because religion is largely a matter of
faith, nmost of which is unquestioning. It is not entirely a
matter of logic or reason which can be argued with and
proven wong. And religion anong those | acking in Iearning
and knowl edge both of the religion itself and of worldly
matters is likely to involve greater conmtnment than with

t he know edgeabl e.

21. The inportance of the dakwah is obvious here. If the
correct and accepted teachings of |Islamare propagated then
we would be fulfilling the injunctions of the Quran. But to
spread the wong interpretation of Islam _consider the
interests and the good of the community in all that he does.
23. The community has a right to protect itself fromthe

i ndi vi dual menbers of the community if such individuals
propose to damage or mslead the comunity or some of its
nmenbers.

24. \Western concepts of the rights of individuals has
resulted in the destruction of noral values. Thus the
phenonenon of streakers who run naked in public as a
denonstration of the freedomof the individual. Such is the
val ue placed on individual rights that the public do not
feel scandalised by such behaviour. Instead the newspapers
report this event with glee. Simlarly, again as a
denonstration of the rights of individuals, the nost

atroci ous clothings are worn, faces are painted, drugs are
taken and orgies held. The community does not really do
anything to prevent what was once regarded even by Western
cultures as depravity. Everyone it seens should be all owed
to do their own thing

25. |Islam does not subscribe to such individual freedom
There are codes of behavi our which nust be adhered to in the
Islamc comunity. Similarly in the teaching or propagation
of Islamthe Muslimcommunity has a duty to ensure that

i ndi vidualistic and perverted teachi ngs which are danagi ng
to Islamare not allowed to go on unchecked.

My Bot hers and Sisters.

26. Anot her aspect of the dakwah which nmerits the attention
of this Miktamar is the faith and understandi ng of Islam
anong those who have only recently enbraced Islam In

Mal aysi a we have seen many instances where | arge nunbers of
peopl e enbrace |Islambut are subsequently left to their own
devices. This is so because we find it extrenmely difficult
to get Muslinms willing to work and teach anong these new
brothers who live in renote areas under primtive
conditions. Yet we find many Muslinms willing to give up



I sl am

27. There is a new fervour anong Muslins of all strata and
calling. W now find doctors, engineers, sociologists,
accountants who are willing to devote nuch tinme on dakwah.

I ndeed sonme of these people in their fervour have decided to
28. Unfortunately very few of these people are willing to
wor k anmobng our new brothers and sisters in order to
enlighten themon Islam On the other hand we see doctors
and social workers of other religions patiently working
anong those without religion so as to win themover to their
faith.

29. Wat is needed is not the giving up of everything
worldly in order to becone a nendicant in the sevice of

Al'l ah, and thereby gain nerit exclusively for oneself. As a
Muslim our sacrifice should be not only in the performance
of those ibadah which are for oneself only but al so those
which will help bring Islam c enlightennent to our |ess
fortunate brothers and sisters who by the grace of Allah
have chosen to enbrace Islam Dakwah that concentrates on

t he al ready know edgeable in Islamin order to achi eve near
perfection in the adherence to the teachings of Islamis
enj oi ned upon. But surely those who are ignorant of nost of
the tenets of |slam because they have only just enbraced the
religion of Allah, surely they cannot be forced to wait
while we seek to ensure that our know edge and practice of
Islamis beyond reproach. Such an attitude would inply a
sel fishness that is quite unlslanmc

30. Islamis blessed in having so many Mislim schol ars and
intellectuals who are willing to travel thousands of miles
to Malaysia in order to discuss the problens of Mislins and
the duty of spreading the teachings of |slamanmong Mislins.
But we al so need to have Muslinms who may not be great
scholars or intellectuals but who are willing to spread the
teachi ngs of |slam anmong our new brothers in the renote
areas of Ml aysia. W do not require that they give up al
their professions. Indeed if they are doctors and soci al

wor kers, they would be very useful practising their skills
anong the sick and the ailing in the new Muslimcomunities.
| leave this to our Islamc conscience.

My Brothers and Sisters.

31. The Mal aysian Governnment is willing to help in every
way to strengthen and make effective the dakwah activities.
I would like to assure you that the Governnent is fully
conmmtted to this task. Let us not waste our time in
destroying in order to build. That is not necessary at all.
VWhat is required is to build on whatever strength we have.
And | can assure you that in Ml aysia we have a |l ot that can
be put in the service of the dakwah.

32. | pray to Allah s.w.t. that He will guide you in your
deliberations. | pray to Allah that this conference wll

not be just another intellectual exercise but will indeed
contribute in a tangible way towards solving the multitude
of problens that face the Muslimworld, particularly those
concerned with dakwah.

Wth these prayers | now decl are this Miktamar open
Wabi | | ahi Taufik Wl hi dayah

Wassal anmu ' al ai kum War ahnmat ul | ah



Wabar akat uh.
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