




On fhe night of the first anniversary of MerdeXa.
Sunday, August 3ist,  1958, the Prime Minister of thr
Federation of Malaya broadcast in Malay and English
a message to the nation. This message, which ~vas
ulso hroadca.yt  i n  C h i n e s e  a n d  Tumil,  i s  here given
in full.

TODAY we feel proud in that we are celebrating the
first anniversary of the independence and the

sovereignty of our country. Let us give thanks to God for aii
the happiness and the good luck which He has so graciously
bestowed upon us all and for ha,ving  given us guidance in
the running of our own Government. Let us pray that we
shall enjoy happiness and peace for a very, very long time.

I myself feel satisfied and proud of the peace and
happiness we have enjoyed within the last one year since
Merdeka. What we have achieved in that one year has,
I think, given us assurance for the future, and to those who
were suspicious, those who feared independence, those who
anticipated trouble I can now say that all these fears and
suspicions were groundless.

Peace and Harmony.

On the other hand, this country with the help of God
is enjoying harmony and peace contrary to the belief of
those who expected clashes among the various communities.
We should consider ourselves lucky in that we are enjoying
this peace and harmony in spite of the troubled world.

The Government is running on strictly democratic lines.
After Merdeka there were established various Commissions
to deal with all service matters, such as discipline, promotion



and selection of Government servants and candidates for 
scholarships. These Commissions are absolutely indepen- 
dent, and were appointed strictly in accordance with the 
Constitution. Because of this no party in power can 
interfere with these Commissions. The intention in 
appointing the Commissions is to keep Government 
administration free from political influence. 

The people here from all races work and co-operate 
with one another with feelings of goodwill and friendship. 
Many are loyal to this Government, even though they belong 
to different parties. Tt is only to be expected that in a 
country like Malaya, which professes and practises demo- 
cracy, there must be many parties with different policies- 
and ideologies. Each party naturally wants to make out 
it is the best, and each one promises to do more for the 
country and for the people. 

I am happy to say that not one legitimate party preaches 
anarchy or revolution-in fact all parties are agreed that 
the best form of Government for this country must be a 
democratic form of Government. 

Real Democracy. 
There is not a country in the world which practises 

democracy to the extent that we do in Malaya. Even our 
King is elected for a period of five years. Naturally 
Ministers, and Councillors at all levels are elected by the 
people from time to time. 

Let us say without fear of contradiction that there is 
no country in Asia which has better roads, better transport 
facilities, better ollices, better health services, better schools, 
better water services, better playgrounds, better amusement 
parks, better shop-houses and better amenities than we have 
in this country. In fact, our people can eat all night if they 
want to, and any food they choose. 
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There are some countries where the people have lots 
of money but nothing to spend it on, while there are some 
countries where the money has but only a token value. I 
can go on telling you how lucky we are to be living in this 
country, and I would like everyone to realise it. 

Last year the padi planters complained that the 
Government had not given them sufficient support by way 
of subsidy-the $15 per pikul which the Government gua- 
ranteed was insullicient, according to them. I told them 

I that the Government would be happy to send them to study 
for themselves what was being done for the planters in 
neighbouring countries. They went, but when they returned 
they admitted that the planters were much better off here. 

Recently two students wanted to be allowed to travel 
overland and to hitch-hike their way back to this country 
from England. They asked that their return fares by plane 
should be paid first. This is, of course, against the rule: 
however, 1 recommended to the Education Ministry that 
they should be allowed to have their fares back, and be 
allowed to travel overland so that they could have the 
opportunities to visit other countries on their way home and 
to see how they compare with ours. 

Lucky Malayans. 
Recently I was most unhappy to hear that some Chinese 

students in England held a function at which they showed 
only Chinese Communist films and refused to put on any 
film by the Malayan Film Unit. I would love to allow 
those pro-Communist students to see the lives of the students 
in China. It is only then will they realise how lucky they 
are to be Malayan students. 

The Chinese in this country have often admitted that 
there is not a country in any part of the world where they, 
the Chinese, are so well off, happy and prosperous, as 
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they are in Malaya. They want to make this country their 
home and their sole object of loyalty. It is therefore the 
duty of those who are wavering to come forward and give 
them support by joining their ranks. This will convince 
the Malays that it is the wish of everybody in this country, 
no matter what his origin, to want a single loyalty for 
IMalaya and to be ready and willing to work towards it. 

Happy and Prosperous. 

This is the situation in Malaya today, ‘happy and’ 4 
prosperous. Even so, we ourselves feel that more must 
be done, and with that in mind we plan our development 
programme not only from year to year, but we also go so 
far as to plan a five;y~~~~ro~~mme.‘“~his requires funds -- 
not only money‘;: btit fufitis .of goodwill and co-operation 
from the people. 

I have no doubt about the people’s willingness to 
co-operate with the Government, except of course one 
section of the people- the Communists and their 
sympathisers. These people can never see any good in 
whatever we do; so why worry about them. They are in 
fact foreigners and will always remain so. 

We have also friends and sympathisers here and abroad. 
We are appealing to friendly countries to help lend us the 
funds to finance the projects in our five-year plan. These 
are all workable projects: 

(1) Money-earning projects, 

(2) Health-giving projects, 

(3) Happiness-giving projects, 

(4) Social development projects. 

It will take too long for me to deal with these here. 
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On administration, 1 am happy to say that we are able 
to administer the country as we are doing now because of 
the peace and harmony which prevail in the nation. Even 
our workers do not strike at will. They at least put 
forward their demands and claims in a legitimate manner. 
This is as it should be. Democracy allows them to strike 
after having gone through the various processes of 
negotiations. 

The big unions are led by sensible and responsible 
leaders and they have done a lot to give the right 
leadership to their men. I am glad to say that the 
Communists are finding difficulty in trying to influence 
our big unions. 

Co-operation. 

There is in this country a wealth of goodwill and 
co-operation among all the right-thinking people, and 1 feel 
happy and honoured to be at the helm of the Government. 

In international affairs, we believe in non-intervention, 
hence we condemn the British and American landing of 
troops in the Middle East. However much we are in 
sympathy with the Western countries, we feel they were 
hasty in sending troops to this region, and we did not 
hesitate to make our views known in spite of the fact that 
it might hurt our friends. 

The trouble in the Middle East has now opened the 
eyes of many who were once opposed to the Defence Treaty 
with Great Britain. What happened in the Middle East 
could easily happen here, so the precaution which this 
country has taken is one which they now agree is correct. 
There will be no question of intervention here, except 
through and in accordance with the terms of the Treaty. 
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The Emergency situation in this country has improved 
considerably, and, as I told you at the Press conference 
this week, there have been so many surrenders that if they 
flow in at this rate we shall soon be able to declare the 
southern part of the country “white”. 

There is a chance, too, that we may come to an agree- 
ment with Thailand over the border arrangements, whereby 
closer co-operation from Thailand would help to accelerate i % 

surrenders. If that should come about, then we would be 1 
able to declare the whole country “white”. 

Better Purposes. 
About the ending of this Emergency-it means that 

this country will be able to utilise the money spent on the 
Emergency for better purposes, and we will be able tb 
meet our commitments without having to turn to other 
countries for loans. 

Let us pray, therefore, that the Communists will come 
to their senses and give up this purposeless struggle, which 
can do no good to anybody, but which on the other hand 
can only bring unhappiness and misery. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the Press of 
this country who have shown the greatest co-operation with 
His Majesty’s Government in every respect. I am parti- 
cularly happy that in connection with the Emergency, they 
have kept out all the news which I asked them to do, even 
though it robbed them of a valuable scoop, which they 
obtained at great difficulty, rather than to sacrifice the 
interests of the country. So much can be done when 
co-operation comes from all quarters of the people of 
the country. 

Let us in this hour of our triumph remember those who 
have given their lives to enable us to enjoy ours, and let 
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, 
us thank those who are even at this hour spending their 
time in the jungle, so that we can peacefully celebrate our 
Merdeka. Let us always remember with gratitude what is 
being done by the members of the Security Forces whose 
valour and service to the country have helped to make 
large areas in this country “white”, and people free to go 
about their business without restriction. 

The first anniversary of our independence is indeed a 
memorable one, and I pray that it will be the same next 
year and all the years after. To those people yho have 
given their co-operation in the service of this country, I 
say the nation owes you a debt of gratitude. Let this 
country be an example to the rest of the world on how the 
various people of different races, with different creeds can 
live as one people, at peace with one another for the good 
of all. To Allah we give thanks for the blessings which 
we now enjoy. 
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