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It’s been a hectic five-and-a-half months, keeping an eye on the country, getting to know the people better, meeting thenﬁ in times of happiness . .

. Or sorrow,

NEW STYLE ENTERS

Bahan asal dari Arkib

"ON A WHIRLWIND

HE HAS NEVER been one
to pull s punches. The
articles he wrote in his
student  days at  the
University Malaya, Singa-
pore, reveal the same can
dour that marks the speec
hes of Malaysia's Prime
Minister today.

Writing of Malay mar
riages in general, and ro
yal ones in particular, he
makes an observation that
was particularly bold for
the maore conservative 5o
ciety of the day: "“In Ke-
dah and lately in Kelantan,
members of the royal fa
mihes have to inform the

rulers  before such  mar-
riages  (hetween  royalty
and  nonroyalty)  take
place.”

This  “was  ne  doubi

motivated by & desire (o
preserve the mythical pu
rity of the royal blood. It iz
heartening to hear that i
has been lifted lately.”
Those were the days of
the C H.E. Det articles, the
nom-de-plume he adopted
in his contributions to the
Sunday Times in 1949 and
195. The issues he wrote
on then still concern him
today: the problems beset-
ting poor farmers and fis
hermen, injustices in the
economy a8 'develop
ment'" takes place, Malay
customs and their effect on
the society ~ a hint of his

“Malay  Dilemma'' o
come.

The difference is that
today  Dutuk  Segi Dy

Mahathir ™ohamad, PM,
can <o more than just
write on these matters,

One of his first activities
as PM was the revival of
the '‘National and Rural
Development Ministry
“hecause the disparity bet
ween the rural and urban
areas is still wide."

Growing up in Alor Star
and later practising medi-
cine there, Dr Mahathir had
had first acquaintance with
the rural society there, Tos
day he sees rural develop-
ment aganimpottant aspect
of national development, al-
though he has also expres
sed his disappointment that
some rural Malayvs were be-
coming pampered and over-
ly dependent on povern-
ment aid,

The man himsell s
markedly independent. Ag
Minister of Education m
1974 and De&uty Prime
Minister in 1976, he had
strenuously pmddcd Ma
lays to make use of the
opportunities given them.

1 have told the Malays
that i they want things
they have to work for
ther. Nothing 6 given free

in this world or in the
next,” he said once in an
interview with Newsweek.

Dy Mahathir is  also
strong on discipline, In Au-
gust, he introduced the
clock-in system in govern-
ment departments to en
sure  punctuality, at the
same time stressing that
this should not make go-
vernment  servants  ¢lock
watchers,  Their  priorit
should be getting the jo
done, he said

The fast clip at which
the PM  pushes himsell
exemplilies the pace that
he expects others to main-
tain for the sake of ad
ministrative efficiency.
There was to be “less talk
and more work'” he amn
nounced at the first Cabi-
net meeting he chaired as

PM. .

The public has been
promised results within a
yea

I

‘or Dr Mahathir is not
merely concerned with the
planning and mlic:r mak
g aspects  of  develop-
ment;  he  realises that
their
algo qrf paramount impor-
tange. '

He himsell heads the
National Action Council, a
carryover from the Razak
days, which meets once a
fortnight to loak into the
actual application of pro-
Rrarmnmes. ?
 His administrative style
haﬁ;'tﬂi’m tough, bureaw
crati¢  and  efficient. Dy
Moahathir bas certainly lin-
ed up the dargest Cabinet

implementation s

Riding high on a wave of enthusiasm for a tough, new administration,

in Malaysian- history: all
in, o total of 5% mimsters,
their deputies and Parlia-
mentary Secretaries. ,

The PM obviously feels
that this size j5 necessary
for a country working to-
wards ity "economic take-
off'". Time and again, he
has remarked that Malay-
sia has all the ingredients
for such progress, excepl
for good work ethics which
he feels is missing in some
quarters. '

The stances he adopts in
international affairs 18 ag
sured - the mark of a lea-
der confident of his own
country's power and in-
fluence. Malaysia's Kam-
puchean stand and peghaps

ven more m)ticculhlé,’ its
trade position with Britain,
both bear the decisive
Mahathir stamp.

Dr Mahathir's  state
ments  regarding  British
investments here  should
not, in any case, have come
ns a surprise, As Trade and
Industry Minister he had
exhibited the same re

essed anger. ' Even their
irms which made and still
make s much money oul
of Malaysia will not spend
a dollar in helptng Malay-
slan  students,” he com-
mented once in the face of
tuition  fee  inereases in
Britan.

It is perhaps a perspec
tive he acquired during co-
lomal times when as a 19
yvear-old youth, he was one
of o group putting up anti-
Malayan  Umon  posters

during Emergency black

outs. For this, he was call-
ed up for interrogation by
the Special Branch.

His strength of convic-
tion in the things he beli-

ceves has not diminished,

Stil young in the Cabinet
and holding the education
wrtfolio in the mid-70s, Dr
Viahathir showed no hesi-
tation in expressing his
views succinctly.

He was responsible for
gearing schools and uni-
versities to using Bahasa
Malaysia in line with the
Language  Policy, the
training of temporary tea-
chers, the introduction of
the Universities and Col-
leges Act and the ruling
that students going over-
seas register themselves
with the Ministry of Kud-
cation.

DIGNIFIED

Such activities were not
calcwlated to endear him
with everyone. When he
assumed the mantle of lea-
dership, there were fears
that he had enjoyed too
meteoric a rise Lo power,

But Dr Mahathir is not
really new to politics, As a
20 years old vight after the
war, he joined various or-
ganisations including
Umno and in 1964 became
MP for Kota Setar Selatan,
There was a two-and-a-half
vear lull in his political ca-
reer after his fallout with
the Tunku in 1989, but he

was  allowed to  rejoin

Umno in 1972 and from
then on it was uphill all the
way. :

The way hne carried
himself during his fall
from favour was characte-
ristic of the man — digni-
fied and never strident.
His contemporaries at the
University of Malaya, Sin-
gapore, remember him as
a serious student, a sport-
ing freshman who as a se-
nior was too dignified to
indulge in wild ragging.

Today, Dr Mahathir an-
nounces his plans for the
nation with the same se-
date confidence, never
allowing  himself to be
brought down to the level
of a good romping debate.
The furore over his British
announcement and the
ruckus  over the time-
switch and clock-in propo-
sals were met with calm,

The iron fist image that
Dr Mahathir has acquired
in the public mind is nega-
ted by the warm account
that his wife, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah, gives of him
as a family man, She des-
cribes him as an “affectio-
nate husband and father”
and as a doctor “he had
gentle, winning ways with
elderly patients."

ontradictory  to the
gquiet confidence he dis-
gays today, she remem-
pers him as a shy youth,
especially with girls and
strangers.

Al home Dr Mahathir
walld be struck with sud
den  culinary  inspirations

which would mean a dash
to the supermarket so thal
he could prepare his own
version of nasi goreng or
sukiyaki. Anonymity is the
problem now because the
family can no longer
browse in the shops with-
oul being recognised.

Hobbies? Dr Mahathir
plays the trumpet — blow-
ing his own trumpet, his
children call it — while the
rest of his family play the
piano, organ and drums,
The PM also enjoys wri-
ting, He was editor of his
student paper, "The Caul
dron' at one time and a
frequent contributor to the
Sunday Times in his uni-
versity days.

Dr Mahathir's most fa-
mdas effort is, of course,
“The Malay Dilemma’
written in 1970 during his
exile from Umno, The book
was promptly banned here
although 1t was published
and sold in Singapore that
same year. The ban was
lifted in August this year
ii nd bas became a best-sel
er.
celn his typically direct
and ‘open  manner, Dr
Mahathir discusses Malay
sociely and tradition, sug-
gesting that economic par
ticipation by Malays was
made harder because of
their own athitude towards
change.

With these same ideas in
mimd, he had predicled a
Aace not i the country
qust a year before May
At eccurred. No one had

calls,

heeded him then, he re
If Malaysia was not
ready to listen to his
thoughts  and  warnings
then, it certainly seems to
be prepared to accept him
now -- albeit with occa-
sional reservation, some
times even trepidation.

The adjectives
changed.  *“Ultra"  has §
given way Lo ‘‘progres-
sive'', “Malay chauvinist"”
has become **realistic’.

Dr Mahathir himself is |
aware of the labels given §
him, 'l speaking the truth |
makes one an extremist, |
would consider myself a
Malay extremist,” he told
Malaysian Business in a
1976 inlerview,

"1 don't consider myself
an extremist Malay politi-
cian; I would consider my-
self as a very frank politi-
ctan who likes to speak up
whenever there is some
thing thal has to be said."

This is the no-holds-
barred character of the
leader who has astounded
the nation with proposal
after proposal. The clock-
in  announcement  last
August has been followed
by a plan to introduce
appraisal cards later this
year, s0 that government §
departments may step up
efficiency,

The aim behind both is
of course to improve ser-
vice to the public, The tre-
mors among government
circles over the punch card
system, however, reverbe-
rated in a series of com-
plaints.

In an effort to check
against corruption, all top
civil setvants and mem- |
bers of the Cabinet are
now required to declare
their assets, More recent-
ly, Dr Mabhathir also sug
gested a cut in salary or

have §

allowances  of  Cabinet
members.

On the international
scene, Dr Mahathir has

encouraged a shift away
“from the traditional centre
of the Western world -
Britain and US, — to A
more Eastern world view
-« Korea and Japan. These
shifts will affect the desti-
nations of our students
going overseas as well as
exchange programmes {or
training and  consultation
puUrposes,

It was Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir who decided to
put Peninsular Malaysia in
the same btme zone as
Sabab and Sarawak. The
Fanimula moved hall an
rwonur ahead, Like his hope
for 1982 . . . getling shead.




