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Rotary Int nanes Mahathir ~Man of the M1 I enni uni

Fadzil Ghazali

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was t oday awar ded t he Man of
the M 11l enniumAward by non-governnmental organisation, (NGO Rotary
International District 3300.

Rotary I nternational chose Dr Mahathir for the award because of his many
contributionstothe country, particularly inrestoring Mal aysi a's econony
whi ch had suffered fromits worse crisis two years ago.

It noted that under the | eadership of Dr Mahathir, who hinself was once
a Rotarian, Ml aysia has succeeded in pulling itself out of the economc
and financial crises.

The capital control neasures introduced by the Governnent, once nocked
as unorthodox and archaic, are now prai sed by the international community
as uni que, boldly innovative and pragmatic, the | ong-established NGO sai d.

Di strict 3300 governor Datuk Jaafar Mohanmed Ali presented the award at
t he organi sation's 65th conference i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday. Al so present
was the Prinme Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

The Rotary cl ub, an organi sati on of busi ness and prof essi onal | eaders,
provi des humani tari an servi ce, encourages hi gh ethical standards in all
vocations and hel ps build goodw || and peace.

Currently, District 3300 groups 53 cl ubs which cover nost of the states
i n peni nsul ar Mal aysi a.

In his speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said the future is not w thout
chal | enges as t he pace of technol ogi cal change, t he borderl essness of
nati ons and the ever-increasing flow of information technol ogy wll
i nfl uence society.

"The newera brings with it challenges that will require us to adapt
swiftly so as to effectively reap enornous benefits," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the rich, the poor, the fortunate and the | ess
fortunate nmust be given the opportunity to have equal access to this
noder n technol ogy and i nfrastructure.

The Prinme M nister also said District 3300's contributionto Ml aysia
can hardly be over enphasi sed, where the nost significant contribution has
been i ts avoi dance of involvenment in partisan politics.

"Thi s has hel ped Mal aysia attain its objective of creating a society
predi cated on the principles of harnoni ous |iving.

"Being political, Rotary International has discharged its duties and
responsibilities to the Mal aysi an conmunity wi thout stirring any ill
feelings among the racial groups or political factions.

"Bei ng non-partisan, non prejudi ced and non di scrim nating has earned
for itself a high regard as a truly professional NGO " he added.

Dr Mahat hir said the humanitari an approach of Rotarian International in
provi di ng conmunity servi ce worl dwi de, has hel ped to al | evi at e sone of
these nmiseries and sufferings in the world today.

"Let us hope this spirit of friendship anong the nunerous comunities
wor | dwi de wi | I further pronote worl d peace and understanding, making it a
better place of all of us," he added.
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