Message to the Press on
Anniversary of Merdeka Day.

The Anniversary of Merdeka this year has a.
multiple meaning. It means, 1n the first place, that
1t 1s a memorable milestone 1n our history, as 1t 1s
now three years since we assumed the control of our
Destiny and took our place amongst the free nations
of the worldew

Merdeka this year also means our mastery
over the menace of Militant Communism which has been
1n our midst for many vyears, restricting our liberty,
dralining our Treasury, Ssapplng our energy and
preventing our progress.

Merdeka also means the opportunities of the
present. Now that we are really ftree, let us
consolidate our newly won freedom with a l 1l the energy
and unity we can by laying the foundations of sound
development and giving of our best to build a Nation
1n which all of us will be proud to live.

There are three mailin essentials to the

development of any Nation ¢ The fi1rst, there must be
a potential to develop; the second; sound Government
planning; the third; aneffort by 1ts people.

The f1rst essential we have 1n abundance.
Malaya 1s a land of considerable resources and land

given by Nature, which l1e 1n readiness to be tapped and

developed by the energies of 1ts people.

The next essential 1s sound planning by
Government; already the Government have made plans
to ensure that the utmost priority be given to

Development, with particular emphasis on the development
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of the Rural areas. We are determined to so gear
our Government machinery 1n such a way that every-
thing 1 n our power will "be done to ensure that our
plans are a success.

But the success of any Nation's planning 1s
1n fact 1n the hands, hearts and minds of 1t s
people and 1t 1s therefore up to you, each and every
one of you, TtO ensure that you yourselves are
determined that vyou wi1ll put every effort vyou possibly
can towards the development of our Nation by hard

work each 1n your own tasks.

—

Merdeka also means the promise of the future.

Let us use this day, vyear by year, to take stock of

ourselves, and our Country, and to ensure, that we

are advancing and developing 1nto a Nation of which

our children and grand-children may well be proud; so
that 1 n the years to come as they themselves celebrate,
1n our absence, they can say with pride 1n thelilr

hearts that we did not failil them.

MERDEKA



