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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very happy and honoured to be your guest speaker tonight. 
I do not really know why politicians are always expected to make 
speeches and be judged on their speeches. After all, when any of you 
want to buy a car you judge a car on the smooth running and silence 
of its engine. You do not judge a car by the sound of its exhaust 
pipe! I wish you would judge politicians on their silence. 

However, I am sorry to inflict you this evening with my verbal 
exhaust; but in the words of a current television programme, all 1 
can say is "You Asked For It". 

The last few weeks have been a momentous period in the history 
of our Nation. It has also been a sad period, with the withdrawal of 
Singapore from Malaysia; but nevertheless, we must not be despondent, 
and it is my belief that provided both Singapore and Malaysia maintain 
a harmonious and co-operative relationship in defence, trade and our 
respective national economies then the people of both nations will 
benefit and go forward to a brighter and better future. 

After the decision was made that Singapore should leave Malaysia, 
my Government was accused of lack of consultation leading up to the 
reaching of the decision. 

But it must be remembered, and sometimes here in Kuala Lumpur 
far away from the fighting on the borders of Sabah and Sarawak, 
it is forgotten that we are in the midst of an Emergency — an Emer-
gency in which our very sovereignty and independence is threatened 
by external aggression. 

The first essential to win through this battle of Confrontation is 
internal national unity. We must put ourselves above thoughts of 
personal power and selfish aims so that we are strong within the shores 
of our young nation. 

Therefore, under the circumstances of this Emergency, events 
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leading up to the separation of Singapore, were kept as secure and 
secret as possible. 

A decision made by a select few top leaders is not undemocratic 
if in fact such a decision is designed for the definite good of the 
nation's citizens, designed to protect the sovereignty and security 
of the country in time of national crisis. Some diplomats were upset 
that their countries had no part and were not consulted before we 
make this momentous decision. 

But although we ask our friends in the Free World to help us in 
defence and in development, we are an independent sovereign nation, 
determining our own future and in coming to this major decision we 
take full responsibility. We had to bear uppermost in our minds the 
interest and well-being of our people and our country and we cannot 
now be accused, even with the greatest stretch of the imagination, of 
being neo-colonialist puppets. 

Soekarno has coined a new word "Ne-colim" which he accuses us 
of being neo-colonialist imperialist which we are not and never have 
been, and facts are available to the Free World to prove this. 

However, let me coin a new word which I think sums up the 
Soekarno regime "Ne-comcolim" because his Government, puppets 
of a Communist party which he cannot control, is now a Government 
of neo-Communist colonial imperialism — in short "Ne-comcolim". 

However, to return to the question of Singapore, consultation 
was confined to the minimum number of people so that false rumours 
and despondent speculation would not be given the chance to lower 
our national morale. 

Some say that this action was undemocratic but if you read the 
history of Democracy in the Free World you will find that other 
nations before us in similar states of Emergency and national crisis 
have used exactly the same technique, in the interests of the Nation's 
security. 

The majority of major decisions during World War II by a great 
democratic leader like Churchill were in fact made, in close conclave, 
by Churchill and his own few selected Ministers. 

Similar cases can be quoted relating to the wartime President of 
the United States and other democratic leaders in times of national 
crisis. 
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It is in fact easy, as a democratic leader, to shirk one's responsibility 
and spread it by greater consultation because the responsibility to 
decide also carries with it the responsibility of the consequences; 
but in a Democracy it takes a big man to make big decisions and 
then take entire responsibility on his own shoulders. 

Such shoulders must be strong and firm and Tunku, our Prime 
Minister, although too old to practise body-building, has nevertheless 
got the strongest set of shoulders of any democratic leader in the 
Free World and will use his shoulders to take the burden of respon-
sibility of any decision that is for the benefit of his beloved country, 
his beloved Malaysia and the people to whom he has given up his 
entire life to serve and serve well! 

Let us not regard the separation of Singapore from Malaysia as 
the two components of an unhappy marriage who, after being divorced, 
have recriminations, and each fight for the maximum alimony or 
compensation for their own support, after the breaking of their life 
together! 

No, let us regard the separation of Singapore from Malaysia as 
similar to the separation of two "Siamese twins"! 

The separation of two children born together as one body in the 
womb of Malaysia, but who after two years, tied so closely together 
and after sound diagnosis, it was decided to perform the operation of 
separation, both for their own good. 

The operation of separating "Siamese twins" is delicate and intricate 
and is a great feat of modern science in this modern world. 

One has got to think of the nerve system, of the bloodstream, of 
the bones and everything else by which they are joined! 

But modern science can now successfully separate two "Siamese 
twins" so that they can walk independently, act independently and 
prosper independently. 

And yet throughout the World you will find every case of the 
separation of Siamese twins, there remains a mental bond between 
them after their purely physical separation. 

They are still brother and sister, or still sister and sister, and 
have an instinctive bond which is thicker and deeper than the skin 
which originally joined them together! 
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This is how I like to think of Singapore because although there have 
been differences, there is still a bond that unites us in our differences, 
and there is no reason whatsoever why we should not walk forward, 
firmly, together towards the future and progress in harmony and in 
goodwill like a couple of separated twins! 

Since the separation of Singapore from Malaysia the horizon of 
our hopes for the success of Malaysia are in no way clouded! 

No! 

In fact the clouds and doubts have dispersed and have revealed a 
new un-darkened dawn, a new determination, and a new decade in our 
Development; all pointing the way towards an even brighter future for 
Malaysia, and for Singapore and her people, as sister shareholders in 
our future security and our pre-planned prosperity — partners in 
peace, prosperity and protection from aggression! 

In this spirit, and in this spirit alone, will the peace and prosperity 
of our part of South East Asia be secure for centuries to come. 

What of the future of Malaysia? 

I sincerely believe that we have a great future, and that the potential 
of our future progress is almost unlimited; but there are certain con-
ditions which must be fulfiled if we are to progress in the way which we 
all, as sincere Malaysians, earnestly desire. 

The main condition is unity — racial unity, unity in our attitudes, 
unity in our loyalty and unity in our determination - to make Malaysia 
maju. 

But you must remember that there are in our midst, political oppor-
tunists who will always try to disrupt this unity! 

Opportunists who, with an eye on the main chances of obtaining 
personal political power to the detriment of Malaysia, will mislead us, 
and our people. 

I do not think that you, my audience tonight, all fully-fledged 
graduates, launched into life with the benefit of a first-class education 
are likely to be misled by these opportunists; but, as members of a 
new Nation, you must remember that there are many layers of our 
social structure, ranging from the sophisticated graduate to the un-
educated labourer. 
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Tonight, I talk to graduates; tomorrow, 1 may be talking to an 
Adult Education Class of good genuine Malaysians who have been 
denied, because of our colonial heritage, the benefits of a first-class 
education but nevertheless are determined, even later in life, to learn 
to read and write. 

Communism and political propaganda thrives on illiteracy, whereas 
Democracy thrives on an intelligent electorate, — a Nation of voters 
free to think for themselves and decide for themselves the type of 
Government by which they wish to be governed. 

Political opportunists such as the Communist-influenced leaders 
of the Sarawak United Peoples' Party and other extremist parties are 
making use, not only of Confrontation and our National Emergency 
but are also making use of that proportion of electorate who are 
misled by sweet words and poisoned propaganda! 

Let me explain what I mean. 

Really, to understand what I am trying to say, I should like you 
all, if you have not already been there, to go and see our National 
Zoo; because in that Zoo is the finest education, not entirely an 
education of wild life, but also an education on "political wild life" 
as practised by opportunists. 

These poor animals which previously roamed the jungle, with 
freedom of wi l l , freedom of action, and freedom of voice, lost their 
freedom because they were trapped by sweet words, sweet food and 
tit-bits from the animal "menu"! 

Then having been lured by these nice things, the door of the trap 
is closed, and for the rest of their lives they live in complete captivity. 

So it is, with subversives, and Communist opportunists. They use 
the same methods. 

Their technique is exactly the same as the Game Warden, catching 
his game, both big animals and small, to lead them into captivity! 

Nice words, slick slogans, and fiery speeches is all that these 
political opportunists can offer but, so many of our people are misled 
and caught politically; the same as animals in the jungle; the fall for 
these nice words and promises, forgetting that after falling for the 
bait of Communism and the bait of political opportunists, they too, 
like the animals in the Zoo, will spend the rest of their lives either 
behind a bamboo curtain or a permanent iron curtain! — suffering 
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under the yoke of drab socialism with no more freedom, no more 
opportunities to express themselves and their individuality. 

It will take time - even with the maximum funds we, as a Nation, 
can afford for education and - even with the most progressive 
education programme we can plan and implement. 

It will take time to produce the real basis of a sound Democracy 
electorate which can reason and think for itself, — an electorate which 
is immune to the distortions of disruptive political opportunists! 

So therefore, and I would like to make this absolutely clear, we 
are, at this moment of national crisis, defending our sovereignty on 
two fronts. 

On an external front of physical aggression by Soekarno, and, on 
an internal front of subtle subversion by those within our shores 
who are disloyal to the concept of Malaysia and who are determined 
to undermine our concept of Parliamentary Democracy. 

You as graduates are not expected to take up arms and fight like 
troops in the jungle, but you have an equally important part to play 
in the battle for our sovereignty and independence. 

You have a part in applying your professional ability to the task 
of nation-building, but you also have an even greater part to play in 
your own human contacts, from day to day, in spreading the right 
spirit of Malaysia, the spirit of sensible stability which will make all 
of us immune from subversion from within. 

Dictatorial Regimes like Indonesia and others, pride themselves 
of having the finest propaganda machine available to back-stop the 
criminal, aggressive action of their leaders. 

Their propaganda, they think, penetrates the hearts and minds of 
our people and eventually Malaysia will collapse from inside! 

This is not true; this is not possible; and, with the grace of God, 
will never be possible, because we here in Malaysia'have a propaganda 
machine which, by the law of human nature, — and time will tell — 
will completely outpace the propaganda of Indonesia or any other 
Communist puppets. 

Our propaganda machine is not mechanical, is not the blare of 
radio, of television, of films - that is publicity, not propaganda. 
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Our strength lies in the hearts and minds of our own people, passing 
from word to mouth, their own inward conviction that we are proud 
to be Malaysians, proud to live in a free world, proud to progress and 
use our own ability to the best of our knowledge, proud, above all, 
to be free and democratic! 

This is our democratic propaganda — a human machine — greater 
than any machine invented by man! 

Democratic propaganda lies in the sincerity of saying what you 
believe where as the propaganda of subversion and Communism lies 
in the mistaken ability of believing what is said to you. 

And this Ladies and Gentlemen, tonight is my message to you and 
also to all right-thinking Malaysians. 

Let us forget, in this time of crisis, our political aims, our personal 
aims, and our personal ambitions, and let us resolve here and now to 
spread the true spirit of Malaysia, and when the time comes that we 
have overcome the crisis of Confrontation, and the difficulties which 
now beset us, and I know we will, then, and only then, we can revert 
to the normal lives of thinking of ourselves and our own future, because 
our future is intricately tied up with the future of Malaysia, and, if 
we are disloyal to Malaysia we are in fact being disloyal to ourselves! 
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