
SPEECH BY T H E HON'BLE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
IN NEW ZEALAND ON 24TH APRIL 1967 

F irst o f a l l , I w ish to express my sincere thanks and those o f my 
wife and other members o f my delegat ion for the k i n d inv i t a t i on 

o f y ou r G o v e r n m e n t for us to v is i t y o u r beaut i fu l count ry . I w o u l d 
l ike , at the outset, to extend to y o u w a r m greetings a n d good wishes 
f rom the G o v e r n m e n t o f M a l a y s i a and the people to the Gove rnmen t 
and people o f N e w Zea l and as a whole . As y o u k n o w , we in M a l a y s i a 
have heard and have seen a lot th rough pictures about y o u r life, about 
your beaut i fu l l and a n d about y o u r b a l m y c l imate . In fact, i t has been 
my w i sh since my y o u n g days to see for myse l f a l l these and m u c h 
more in your picturesque count ry . 

O u r two countr ies are thousands of miles apart but there is a 
s t rong b o n d exist ing between us. Th i s b o n d o f f r iendship w h i c h has 
inter w ined o u r two peoples for the past m a n y years, is real ly b o r n out 
o f m a n y s imi lar i t ies resul t ing f r om numerous c o m m o n experiences 
and c o m m o n ideals and asp i rat ions . 

O u r peoples, N e w Zea landers and M a l a y s i a n s , have benefitted 
and have f lour ished under a par l i amentary system of democracy wh ich 
we have cherished dear ly . L i k e N e w Z e a l a n d , we in M a l a y s i a are 
p r o u d o f ou r ways o f life in w h i c h our i n d i v i d u a l f reedom and l iberty 
are ful ly guaranteed. B o t h y o u and I f i rmly believe in the rule of law, 
the d ign i ty o f the i n d i v i d u a l and the c o m m o n b ro the rhood o f m a n k i n d 
irrespective o f c o l our , race and creed. We bo th believe in the freedom 
of re l ig ion and the r ight o f anyone to wo r sh ip G o d as befits his 
conscience and in the manner o f his choos ing . L i k e yours , o u r society 
i s mu l t i - r a c i a l wh i ch makes these pr inc ip les and concepts o f human 
re la t ion , a l l the more s igni f icant and va luab le . 

I have a lways been impressed by examples of y ou r race relations, 
h o w y o u attempt to solve them not by emo t i ona l d ia logue , or 
theoret ical analys is , but rather by examples and deeds, by m a k i n g the 
life o f every i n d i v i d u a l c i t i zen o f yours r i ch and meaning fu l regardless 
of his rac ia l o r i g in . I have come this t ime to see for myse l f and perhaps 
to benefit by the knowledge I have ga ined in this short visit . I always 
believe there is wea l th in d ivers i ty w i th each rac ia l component 
c on t r i bu t ing a l l its best features towards creat ing a t ru ly r i ch nat iona l 
ident i ty . In this respect y o u r nat ion is a l ready far in advance and had 
a lready been wel l establ ished. We in M a l a y s i a are c ommi t t ed to fo l low 
this same path o f e vo lu t i on in so l v ing our mu l t i - r a c i a l p rob lems . 
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I w o u l d be fa i l ing in my duty i f I h a d not ment ioned your 
contr ibut ion and that o f y ou r G o v e r n m e n t towards the educat iona l 
advancement o f my people. H u n d r e d s o f ou r y oung men and women 
are now in your var ious educat iona l inst i tut ions i m b i b i n g whatever 
knowledge and technica l k n o w - h o w y o u can offer them. The M a l a y s i a 
society, as y o u k n o w , is a y o u n g society and more than fifty per cent of 
them are st i l l in the schoo l go ing category. M o r e than a quarter of our 
annual budget is devoted to p r o v i d i n g them w i th educat ion . St i l l this is 
by no means suff icient to meet the educat iona l need of ou r g row ing 
popula t ion ; and for this reason every parent in my count ry is sincerely 
grateful to y o u a l l , for y o u r w a r m care and hospi ta l i ty in l o ok ing after 
the growth and deve lopment , in the most format ive years in the life of 
our y o u n g c h i l d r e n . Pe rhaps y o u l i t t le realise how m u c h this 
contr ibut ion o f yours meant to my people. M o s t o f these y oung 
men and w o m e n return home zealous and determined to u p h o l d the 
ideal and asp i ra t i on w h i c h they have come to respect and admire in 
the course o f their stay here. In these y o u n g men and w o m e n who 
become the f ibre o f my na t i on lies the future o f my count ry and the 
cont inuous happy re lat ions between N e w Zea l and and M a l a y s i a . 

As y o u a l l k n o w this b o n d o f f r iendship that exists between our 
two Gove rnmen t s a n d peoples in further strengthened by the fact that 
we belong to the same C o m m o n w e a l t h , that great fami ly of nat ions 
which is b o u n d together by an inv ins ib le tie w h i c h is s ingular ly unique 
in the h is tory of in t e rna t i ona l re la t ion . E q u a l l y signi f icant, I th ink , is 
the fact that bo th y o u r coun t r y and mine be long to this same turbulent 
region o f the w o r l d , Southeast A s i a . W e , are, therefore, b o u n d by 
common ideals and con f ronted by c o m m o n prob lems. Whether we are 
big or sma l l , events in ne i ghbour ing countr ies o f ours are bound to 
affect us d i rect ly or ind irect ly . As y o u a l l k n o w our parts o f the wo r l d 
is cont inuous ly con f ronted by threats f r om the no r th w h i c h cou ld on ly 
be effectively e l iminated or conta ined by a l l o f us, a l l ou r friends nd 
neighbours ac t i on in concert . 

Tw i c e in the br ie f h is tory o f my count ry we have become v ic t im 
of mi l i tant c o m m u n i s t insurrec t i on . The first was the twelve year 
emergency in w h i c h the c o m m u n i s t elements t ook up arms to topple 
the na t i ona l government . The second was the Indones ian con f ronta-
tion wh i ch was insp i red d i rect ly by the C o m m u n i s t Par ty o f Indonesia 
and Pek ing . On bo th occassions your count ry and A u s t r a l i a and a few 
other C o m m o n w e a l t h coun t r i e s have made e n o r m o u s m i l i t a r y 
contr ibut ions in the defence o f the r ight o f smal l country to lead 
their o w n ways of life, to protect and preserve their l iberty and 
freedom f r om coerc i on and subvers ion by to ta l i tar ian forces. D u r i n g 
this per iod my people have come to k n o w your country very wel l 
through y o u r soldiers whose tenacity in battle and prowess in game 



especial ly rugby in famous. T h e y are real ly wo r thy ambassadors o f 
g oodw i l l f r om your count ry . 

B o t h y o u r count ry and mine therefore in the course o f years, 
have gone a l ong way to prove the effectiveness of o u r cooperat ive 
endeavour to protect ou r c o m m o n ideals and asp i rat ions . A l t h o u g h 
these battles in M a l a y s i a are by no means over, and the fact that 
ag i ta t ion and subvers ion have s h o w n signs o f g r ow ing in to serious 
p ropor t i ons especial ly a l ong the Indones ian and T h a i borders , I am 
conf ident that our g r ow ing coope ra t i on and o u r readiness to f i ght for 
the c o m m o n cause w i l l in the end d o o m the mi l i tant c ommun i s t 
activit ies to fa i lure. 

I am sure y o u are interested to k n o w how we tackle this 
onslaught o f m i l i t an t c ommun i s t p r o p a g a n d a a n d subvers ion in my 
country . O u r efforts to counter this menace is based on the s trong 
bel ief that the most effective way of f i ght ing against the appea l o f 
c o m m u n i s m is by ensur ing the smoo th and effective func t i on ing of 
democracy and o f fu l l f i l l ing the expectat ions o f o f o u r masses. T h e life 
o f ou r people must be meaning fu l t h rough real ist ic and effective rura l 
a n d indus t r ia l deve lopment projects designed to n a r r o w the gap 
between the r i ch a n d the poo r . We k n o w f r om bitter experience that 
t o ta l i t a r ian i sm w o u l d on l y breed is chaos and poverty . The major task 
o f my count ry is therefore to f i ght in equal ly mi l i t an t and determined 
manner poverty in a l l its forms and mani fes tat ion and a l l those on 
wh i ch c ommun i s t thr ive . In this we are grateful to y o u and your 
G o v e r n m e n t in par t i c ipa t ing act ive ly in our deve lopment p rog ramme 
not on l y in open ing up new settlement such as the famous N e w 
Zea l and vi l lage in C e n t r a l M a l a y a but also in c o n t r i b u t i n g t o our 
educa t i ona l i n s t i tu t i on such as the b u i l d i n g o f the F a c u l t y o f 
Ag r i cu l tu r e a t the Un i ve r s i t y o f M a l a y a . These posi t ive cont r ibut i ons 
f r om y o u a n d your count ry w i l l go a l ong was in fac ing our c o m m o n 
threat in m a k i n g not on l y M a l a y s i a but a lso the region in w h i c h we all 
are, a more prosperous and stable part of the w o r l d . I am cinf ident 
that the happy re lat ions ex ist ing between y o u r coun t r y and mine in the 
f o rm and context w h i c h I have descr ibed to y o u w i l l g row in the years 
to come in our cooperat ive endeavour to determine o u r future in 
Southeast A s i a . Once aga in , I w i sh to extend to y o u the sincere thanks 
and good wishes o f the people and government o f M a l a y s i a . 
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