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There is more guerrilla warfare going on in
the world today than most people realise.
This is not a military book, however. It is
about the political strategy behind this wide-
spread adoption of the “armed struggle”,
superseding the insurrectionist method of
revolution.

Guerrilla forces are active not only in places
in the news like Vietnam, but also in
Thailand, Malaysia, Burma, the Philippines,
Venezuela, Guatemala, Bolivia and Colombia.
There are probably, says Douglas Hyde,
guerrilla bands in Peru, Ecuador, Honduras,
and northern Brazil.

The big Communist powers, the USSR
and China, aid the guerrillas in different ways
and to different degrees; Russia tends to en-
courage violence and then let the local revo-
lutionaries continue on their own or, to suit
her own purposes, abandon them altogether;
China incites violence wherever she can and
lends support according to circumstances.
Guerrillas with Russian or Chinese training or
support are being infiltrated into South
Africa, Rhodesia, Angola, Mozambique and
Portuguese Guinea.

In contrast with older methods, where the
revolutionaries risked all in one insurrection,
the armed struggle of today can be started,
called off and then started again. Douglas
Hyde writes about this little-known situation
with his usual authority, drawing especially
on his on-the-spot investigations in Latin
America and South-East Asia, and indicates
the conclusions to be drawn.
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PART 1

The Changing Pattern






I
No Carbon Copy

UNTIL QUITE recently, when Communists talked of seizing
power their thinking flowed from the traditional Marxist
behdthatthcywouldukeovaaftcrasbort,sha:psu'ugglc
launched only when the classical ‘revolutionary situation’ had
arisen. Now the approach is quite different, and I greatly
doubt if the difference has been widely enough recognised.

It is not of revolutionary situations—or of ‘ten days that
shook the world'—that they now talk, but of guerrilla war-
fare and ‘long, arduous struggle’. I have seen proof of this in
many places, some of them the width of the world apart.

There is a lot of misunderstanding and confused thinking
about this changed pattern. Sometimes even the men on the
spot are thinking in outdated terms. Let me give an example
from my own experience not so long ago in Malaysia:

As he came out of his office in Kuching to meet me, the
old Malaya hand said cheerfully, “This is where we come to
life again. The morale of our chaps is better than it has been
for years’. Then he added, almost with satisfaction, ‘It’s 1948
all over again’. And that, I told him, was precisely what in my
opinion it was not.

The Sarawak Communists had recently declared in their
clandestine publications that they were going over to the
armed struggle. Some had gone into hiding in the deep jungle
where they were drilling with shotguns, hand grenades and
dummy rifles. Others were storing arms and ammunition,
circulating a small pocket manual on the art of guerrilla war-
faremdengagmgmwhatwascaﬂedphyswdmdpsycho—
logical preparation.

In government offices in Kuching people walked more
briskly, typewriters rattled more noisily. There was in general
a new air of purposefulness about the place.

The staff at police headquarters had doubled and trebled
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slum dwellers, the frustration of students and intellectuals
and, in particular, the continuing land hunger of the peasants.

On the other side of the world, in Latin America, Com-
munist parties in Guatemala, Venezucla, Colombia and Peru
were cither already engaged in armed struggle or, spurred on
by Castro’s example, preparing for it.

Even in Africa, where most Communist parties were still
either very new or in process of formation, they would soon
be playing with the same idea.

Perhaps it should be noted right away that Russia’s policy
of peaceful co-existence and her desire to avoid world war
have not prevented her from encouraging Communists in de-
veloping countries to use armed struggle as a means of
achieving their political aims. Anxious to disprove the Chinese
story that Russia and her followers have sold the revolutionary
pass, Moscow publicises those Communists who take to the
gun, quotes their example for the benefit of others and pro-
claims their right to engage in ‘anti-imperialist national-
liberation revolutions’ and ‘people’s democratic revolutions’
as recommended in the now somewhat neglected Programme
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.!

The degree of enthusiasm Russia shows is, however, in-
fluenced today by foreign policy considerations. As we shall
see, she is quite capable of encouraging local Communists to
take to the gun and then rounding on them in due course as
part of a process of securing some new area of peaceful co-
existence for herself or, maybe, in an attempt to crowd China
out of it. Peking’s approach to the armed struggle in develop-
ing countries is less complicated. Today, says Lin Piao,
China’s Defence Minister, “The conditions are more favour-
able than ever before for the waging of people’s wars by the
revolutionary peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America’!
‘Moscow’ Communists and ‘Peking’ Communists sometimes
fight side by side in the jungle (this has occurred in Latin
:.meria)butChim'ssupponmusmllygetmmﬁrstthme

ys.

! Programme of the CPSU, Moscow, 1961, p. 37.
* Long Live the Victory of People’s War!, Lin Piso, Foreign
Languages Press, Peking, 1965, p. 54



and if they lost, they lost everything. This was their undoing
in South-East Asia and in Greece t00. The whole Communist
approach to armed struggle has materially changed, thus
making 1948-thinking out of date both for the Communists
and for their opponents.

The talk among Communists in Asia, Latin America and
Africa now is not just of the Bolsheviks but of China's Com-
munists fighting on over the years, right through the 19208,
*30s and "40s; of a quarter of a century of armed struggle in
Vietnam, and of Castro’s five-year fight—a fight which began
with a handful of men who took up guns in
Marxist of the past would have thought of as a ‘revolutionary

generall
follow ecither the Moscow, Chinese or Cuban
Cumnmisthty;lmm_chingimoumedw




A mixture of social conditions in urgent need of reform
and political ideals which grow out of a desire for greater
freedom underlies most guerrilla war situations and so pro-
vides the necessary supporters for the cause. The fact that life
has become intolerable for them makes them prepared to risk
their lives for victory. But it is the Communist who decides
what that victory will bring.

The Marxist-Leninist is very conscious of the fact that war
in general is a continuation of politics and that this is par-
ticularly true for him when it comes to guerrilla war.

Communist armed struggle is always political in its origins,
aims and motivations. As today’s political situation bears little
resemblance to that of twenty years ago it is not surprising
that Communist thought on the armed struggle has changed.
In fact it has changed more in the last few years than it had
done in the previous half century.

If we understand the development of the Communists’
thinking on the subject we shall be able to recognise what is
new in their current approach. We shall then be in a better
position to anticipate the forms it may take in the period
ahead. It goes without saying that if we know more about
what gives rise to guerrilla war situations we may be able to
prevent them from occurring, and that this should be our aim.
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urymachinefromonehandtomother,buttomhit,and
that is essential for every real people’s revolution on the
Continent.”* But, since he was writing on April 12, 1871,
Marx could add ‘And this is what our heroic Party comrades
in Paris are attempting’. For 1871 was the year of the Paris
Commune, the first temporarily successful attempt of Marxist-
influenced working men to seize power and hold it.

Using a war situation, in which, in January 1871, Paris
capitulated to the Prussians, the workers of the capital seized
power by force of arms, established their Commune and
attempted to ‘break up the bureaucratic and military machine’.
The Commune lasted for seventy days, then ended in bloody
defeat. When the barricades came down 25,000 men, women
and children were slaughtered. But for Marx and his fol-
lowers the whole experience had been full of meaning. The
Oommunc,wmcharx,wns‘thcpoliticalform,atlnstdis—
covered, under which economic emancipation could at last be
accomplished.”

In a fascinating introduction to Marx’s The Class Struggles
in France, Engels, in 1895, when he had had twenty-four
years to ponder the lessons of the Commune, wrote “The time
of surprise attacks, of revolutions carried through by small
conscious minorities at the head of unconscious masses, is
past. Where it is a question of a complete transformation of
Ehc:ocinl.orgmimim,thcmnmthansdmmustalsobe
it .2

Street fighting and insurrectionary coups were still neces-
nrylndcouldbevictorious,butonly,hcmsoned,ifmd
when the working masses had been brought over to the side
of the revolutionaries by means of organisation, by propa-
ganda and by the ripening of conditions which would bring
every possible ally behind them, too.

It was in Russia, in 1905, during the Russo-Japanese war,

' Letters to DrKugelmann, Karl Marx, Martin Lawrence, 1936, p.
123.

* The Civil War in France, Karl Marx, Martin Lawrence, 1933,
P. 43.

3 The Class Struggles in France, Forcign Languages Publishing
House, Moscow.
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clashes between people and troops. The revolutionary
surge reached its peak in a revolt of the sailors on
Potemkin, a battleship of the Black Sea fieet. Much of the

utionary
theless, from this revolution briefly emerged the first Soviets,
so that in this, as in a number of other ways, it helped to set



lution beyond a point acceptable to the bourgeoisic who
would then ‘recoil’ from it, so leaving the workers free to
arryitforwardforthcrnliwionofthdrownCommmist

aims.

This, incidentally, is the tactic used today by Communist
parties in developing countries, who all insist that the revolu-
tion for which they are working is a bourgeois-democratic,
not a proletarian, one.

In October 1915, in a new war situation, Lenin listed those
conditions which he considered to be required to justify an
attempt at the armed seizure of power. Where these arose,
the act of wresting power from the ruling class must be short,
sharp and perfectly timed. The masses must be led by a party
of ‘professional revolutionaries’, an élite who knew where they
were going and how they were going to get there.

This would be something more than a coup d’état, because
the insurrectionists would have the masses behind them. But
even this was not enough. There must also be a ‘revolutionary
situation’.

Into his definition of what constituted such a situation
went the accumulated experience of the revolutionaries of
1848, 1871 and 1905. He listed ‘the symptoms of a revolu-
tionary situation’ as follows:

(1) when it is impossible for the ruling classes to maintain
their rule in an unchanged form; when there is a crisis, in
one form or another, among the ‘upper classes’, a crisis in the
policy of the ruling class which causes fissures, through which
the discontent and indignation of the oppressed classes burst
forth. Usually, for a revolution to break out it is not enough
for the ‘lower classes’ to refuse to live in the old way; it is
necessary also that the ‘upper classes’ should be unable to
live in the old way;

(2) when the want and suffering of the oppressed classes
have become more acute than usual;

(3) when, as a consequence of the above causes, there is a
considerable increase in the activity of the masses, who in
‘peace time’ quietly allow themselves to be robbed, but who
in turbulent times are drawn both by the circumstances of

17




Socouvmcedml.enmthutheahmcedam
revolutionary situation, in which all these symptoms were
mt,mmmlmwuythtuueuldyxgq,
when armed workers were marching on the streets of Petro-

E
:
e
¥
.
:
it
£
E




existed. But in each case some important ingredients were

missing.

Failure on the part of those who attempted to follow the
Bolshevik example did nothing to shake Communists in their
belief that there is a situation and a moment, recognisable to
those who understand their Marxism-Leninism, when a small
group of revolutionaries, momentarily backed by the masses,
can, by force of arms, wrest power from the hands of the
ruling class. The post-war experience simply served to show
how right Lenin had been to insist that all the ‘symptoms’ of
a revolutionary situation must be present and that there must
be a well-organised Communist Party ready to seize the
moment of opportunity.

It was this approach to revolution which the Communist
International, through the Communist parties affiliated to it,
spread across the world and maintained throughout the
twenties and thirties, the years leading up to World War II,
which they believed would end in more revolutions. It under-
lies the entire thinking of the Comintern ‘Programme’ which
was first published in 1929 and continued to reappear
throughout the thirties.

The task of the Party, it declared, was to utilise minor
everyday needs ‘as a starting point from which to lead the
working class to the revolutionary struggle for power.” That
struggle would occur, it made clear, ‘when the revolutionary
tide is rising, when the ruling classes are disorganised, the
masses are in a state of revolutionary ferment, the inter-
mediary strata are inclining towards the proletariat and the
masses are ready for action and for sacrifice’. In these circum-
stances the Party was ‘confronted with the task of leading the
masses to a direct attack upon the bourgeois State’, to ‘armed
insurrection against the State power of the bourgeoisie’.

The Comintern’s analysis of the situation was based upon
the assumption that ‘the international revolution is develop-
ing' and that this would engulf the colonial areas where
foreign imperialist rule, and that of the feudal rulers, must be
overthrown. But no new form of armed struggle was recom-
mended to them. The Chinese Communist Party had already

19
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ably more study classes were organised around this book than
around any other in the history of political publishing. It
turned up in every major language. A Russian-dominated
world Communist movement took it for granted that to
understand the Russian experience was to have the key to
the conquest of power.

In his introduction to The Class Struggles in France of
1895, Engels wrote: “‘When the February Revolution broke
out, all of us, as far as our conceptions of the conditions and
the course of revolutionary movements were concerned, were
under the spell of previous historical experience, particularly
that of France.”' One might paraphrase this by saying that
for the forty years following the Bolshevik revolution practi-
cally all the Communists, with the exception of the Chinese,
‘as far as their conceptions of the conditions and the course
of revolutionary movements were concerned’ were ‘under the
spell of previous historical experience’, particularly that of
Russia.

This no doubt helps to explain why, at the end of World
War II, what one may call the Russian approach to the armed
struggle was decisively brought to bear upon the situation in
South-East Asia. The Comintern was dead, the Cominform
had begun its brief existence. Unlike the Comintern its
membership did not include Communist Parties in the

the

! Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow edition, p. 12.
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Win or Lose Everything

IN SEPTEMBER 1947, Zhdanov, Stalin's right-hand g
and, of course, a Russian, analysed the world situation
meeting of Cominform members held in Poland.
w. be told them in a lengthy speech, ‘aggravated

the colonial system, as expressed
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‘the crisis of the colonial system’ could be applied in practical
form.

The British, French, Dutch and American colonial rulers
had been discredited in the eyes of the people of their

ive colonies by the ease with which an Asian power,
Japan, had driven them out during World War IL True, they
were now attempting to re-establish their power, but things
could never be the same again. To use a term which was later
to be made known to the whole world by Mao Tse-tung, the
Western imperialists had, it seemed, been shown to be just so
many ‘paper tigers’. They were weakened and divided. They
were unable ‘to maintain their rule in an unchanged form’
(to use Lenin’s words in his definition of a revolutionary
situation), a crisis in their policies was ‘causing fissures’ in
their ranks, the ‘discontent and indignation of the oppressed
classes’ were bursting forth.

The delegates from the South-East Asian countries re-
turned home knowing that they had been given the go-ahead
to get on with the job of making revolutions. With their
thinking coloured by the Programme of the Communist
International, to which Communist parties still adhered even
though the Comintern itself was now dead, they saw the
armed struggle which they were to lead as being something
more than just a bourgeois-democratic revolution. In any
case, Lenin had shown how the bourgeois-democratic revo-
lution could quickly be made something from which the
affrighted bourgeoisic would recoil, thus abandoning it to the
Communists.

Moreover, on the basis of Zhdanov’s analysis of the world
situation, national liberation struggles in colonial areas, and
particularly those led by Communists, were part of the world
revolution of which the Eastern European Communist
countries were at one and the same time the spearhead and
the base. As long ago as 1932, the Programme of the Com-
munist International had put forward the concept (fashion-
able in non-Communist circles in the 1960s) of the colonies
and semi-colonies being ‘the world rural district’ and of the
industrial countries being the ‘world city’. The revolutionary
masses in the under-developed countries were the natural
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Similarly, the Communist-led Hukbalahap, in the Philip-
pines, came into existence in response to the Japanese occu-
pation of their country.

In the case of Burma, some of the men who were, at the
end of the war, to form the Communist Party, intended to
use the war years to gain experience as guerrillas. Not, how-
ever, fighting the Japanese invaders but as members of an
anti-British ‘independence army’. The Japanese quickly gave
Burma independence and so in practice the would-be
guerrillas were left with nothing to do.

The situation was somewhat similar in Indonesia where the
Communist Party as such, although among the oldest in Asia,
was practically non-existent during the war years. Some of
the extreme Left co-operated with the Japanese, some
opposed them, many were abroad.

But no matter whether their wartime experience of
guerrilla warfare was fairly considerable, as in the case of the
Malayans and Filipinos, or slight as was the case with the
Burmese and Indonesians, all were misled as to the nature of
the armed struggle into which they were going in 1948.

They were the victims of the ossified thinking of the inter-
national Communist leaders and of their own Russian-
orientated training. If this was indeed the classical
revolutionary situation as defined by Marx and Engels, spelt
out by Lenin and taught by Stalin and the Comintern, then
this time the few could successfully lead the many. The mass
of the people would be united in their opposition to their
present rulers despite class or, since this was South-East Asia,
racial differences. And the rulers would prove themselves to
be unable to hold the situation.

If Zhdanov was right, and the Communists of South-East
Asia clearly thought that he was, then victory was round the
corner. The struggle would be short and sharp. Power might
not pass into their hands in ten days but it should with any
luck in, say, ten weeks. The Malayan Communist Party went
into the jungle in May 1948. Lau Yew, who had been chair-
man of the Central Military Committee of the Malayan
People’s Anti-Japanese Army and was given responsibility for

25
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4
New Thinking

——
S ot e———

NEVER PLAY WITH revolution, Lenin had said. Communists
should only take to the gun when the conditions were right,
then put everything they had into seizing power and con-
solidating it as quickly as possible. But if the Communist
Party of China was to achieve the power it sought, then it
had no alternative but to use the gun right from the start.

‘Almost from the very beginning’, wrote Mao Tse-tung in
1938, ‘the main task confronting the party of the Chinese
proletariat has been to unite the largest possible number of
allies and to organise, according to circumstances, armed
struggles against internal or external armed counter-revolution
and for national and social liberation. In China, without
armed struggle the proletariat and the Communist Party
could not win any place for themselves or accomplish any
revolutionary task.’

Indeed, Mao Tse-tung did not complain, as Lenin had
done, about a desire on the part of his followers to ‘play with
revolution’; on the contrary he complained that they did not
sufficiently ‘understand the supreme importance of armed
struggle’ or stress enough ‘the study of military strategy and
tactics’.

In recent years the whole world has come to know that the
Chinese Communist leaders feel called upon to take a line
different from that of Moscow. But Mao Tse-tung and his
comrades almost from the start have insisted that China is
not Russia and that policies suitable for the one country are
not necessarily the best for the other. They tried in the early
days to launch the fight for Communism with workers’ risings
in the towns. These failed. Thereafter the Chinese Com-
munists were very willing to learn from Russia’s experience

! Problems of War and Strategy, Seclected Works, Volume II,
Lawrence & Wishart, 1954, p. 269.
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tion, for use by Communists elsewhere, was made by Chen
Po-ta, who had been Mao’s secretary and was in 1966 to
become one of the leaders of the cultural revolution.

The Chinese Communists had, he wrote, adapted Lenin’s
teachings to a backward, semi-colonial country and used the
peasantry in the long fight leading up to the ultimate con-
quest of power. Chen highlighted a method which others in
recent years have copied. “The establishment of revolutionary
bases by armed force was the starting point of the road along
which Mao Tse-tung guided the Chinese revolution to nation-
wide victory. He pointed out that it was necessary to establish
revolutionary bases even if in the beginning they were only
several small pieces of territory; and that if this course was
followed, then “a single spark could start a prairie fire”.”!

Summing up what was new in the Chinese approach to the
armed struggle, Chen Po-ta wrote: “The conclusion to wage a
protracted revolutionary war in the villages, use them to en-
circle and then take the cities; the conclusion to establish and
maintain revolutionary power in many small bases and gradu-
ally develop and expand these bases through prolonged
struggles until seizing power throughout the country—these
clear-cut conclusions were reached by Mao Tse-tung over
twenty years ago by applying Marxism-Leninism in his study
of the problems of the Chinese revolution. They are new,
Marxist conclusions arrived at in a colonial and semi-colonial
country. These new conclusions are correct because they have
been verified by the Chinese revolution and because they are
being,vcrﬁed by realities in the countries of South-East
Asia’

Mao Tse-tung believed that, in fighting the revolutionary
war, the Chinese Communists had been helped by the sheer
size of China’s territory. But he also took the view that as a
‘vast semi-colonial country which is unevenly developed both
politically and economically’ China had much in common
with countries throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Like them, too, it had only a small proletariat, and the main-

1 Mao Tse-tung on the Chinese Revolution, Chen Po-ta, Foreign

L-:uwul’ml’mx”a,p-n
Ibid. p. 73.
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5,000 party members, Ho noted with satisfaction, had organ-
ised and led the uprisings of 24 million fellow-countrymen to
victory.

Thus by 1948, although victory was still far ahead, Viet-
nam's Communists could alrecady draw on a rich guerrilla
experience of their own. Much of this, however, had been
gained in the fight against the Japanese Occupation. In this
respect it had something in common with the Communist
Parties of Malaya and the Philippines. But there was this
difference: Vietnam had a common border with China and
the Communists made good use of it.

Something of the spirit which prevailed in the Indo-
Chinese Communist Party is conveyed in Stemming from the
People by General Vo Nguyen Giap, now North Vietnam’s
Minister of Defence, Commander-in-Chief of the North Viet-
nam Army and generally recognised as South-East Asia’s
greatest authority on Communist guerrilla warfare.

‘Uncle Ho',' he wrote, sent leaders as well as rank and file
members for training in the border region before sending
them to the country to organise the Viet Minh League. Short-
term training courses were held in a Chinese village, near the
frontier.* The party’s headquarters were established in a cave
in Pac Bo, a hilly region only a little more than one kilometre
from the Vietnam-China border.!

Towards the end of 1941, General Giap continues, ‘Ho,
who was again in Pac Bo, issued instructions on the organisa-
tion of the first armed unit in Cao Bang. National salvation
organisations were set up in large numbers, self-defence
groups were established among the youth of both sexes’.

Giap describes the way in which a Communist guerrilla
force was built up in a small country, operating in fairly
typical South-East Asian conditions but with direct contact

! ‘Ong Cu', crudely translated as “‘Uncle’. The expression is used
for an old man who enjoys the affection and respect of the people. Only
those who know Asia can appreciate its full content.

* Sec also The Struggle for Indochina 1940-1955, Ellen J. Hammer,
Smlmumvu:kyl’ml%p”
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umedmggle"'l‘heﬁm‘mmandhmdmnlfmfm
victory’, he wrote, ‘was the correct political and military
line of our Party’.

Side by side with the military campaigns in Vietnam, as in
China, went political campaigns, based upon the real needs
of the people whose support the Communists needed most.
For example, when the Vietnamese Communists needed all
the help they could get from the peasants, who both filled
the ranks of their guerrilla forces and provided them with
their supply bases, the Party in 1952-1953 carried through
an agrarian reform in the areas it controlled, under the slogan
‘Land to the Tillers’. The result, as noted by General Giap,
was that they ‘succeeded in bringing into play the full anti-
colonialist and anti-feudal spirit, and in fostering the might
of tens of millions of peasants who constituted the main
forces of the revolution’.

In passing, it is worth noting that the Communists’ oppo-
nents relied almost exclusively upon military campaigning.
Win the war first and think about social reforms later, tended
to be the French approach, just as it was that of Chiang
Kai-shek in China, and with equally disastrous results. Ex-
perience would seem to show that to concentrate solely upon
anti-insurgency is no way to succeed in the fight against
Communist insurgents.

The nationalist revolution, the revolution of the land-
hungry, and the socialist-proletarian revolution were brought
together by the Vietnamese Communists to form a single
stream of revolutionary activity. The three most dynamic
political forces in the newly-developing world were harnessed
to the victory of Communism.

The second phase of the struggle, that in the South, is
scen by the Vietnamese Communist leaders as being one
which was forced upon them. They contend that, had the
Geneva Agreements been adhered to, Dien Bien Phu would
have marked the end of Vietnam's armed struggle. America’s
intervention made it possible for the Communist-led guerrilla

! Dien Bien Phu, General Vo Nguyen Giap, Foreign Languages
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1964, p. 147.

24R.G.W. 33
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tion of a broad united front of a nationalist character’ were
neglected for the same reason. Moreover, there was not ‘even
one’ leader with a grasp of overall military theory or of the
elements of strategy and tactics.! These lessons were learned
the hard way, but Communists everywhere have taken them
to heart.

The experience of the revolutionary movement under the
leadership of Fidel Castro which overthrew the Batista
régime in Cuba and ended with Castro’s triumphal entry into
Havana on January 8, 1959, brought hope and encourage-
ment to Communist revolutionaries in every country which
had conditions in any way similar to those in Cuba. Major
Ermesto (Che) Guevara, who master-minded Castro’s guerrilla
activities, consciously drew upon Marxist-Leninist revolu-
tionary experience and teachings, and in particular upon those
of the Chinese Communists.

The Cuban leaders insist that their strategy and tactics are
suitable, with appropriate modifications, for use all over Latin
America; that their experience is the model for the whole
continent. In addition, in their travels throughout Asia and
Africa and at Afro-Asian conferences, they have declared that
it is suited to the other developing continents too.

The Cuban message to them is that there is no reason why
the fight should not begin right away if you have suitable
terrain, a small handful of determined leaders, the possibility
of coming into possession of arms, and a willingness to use
them.

The story of Fidel Castro and the ‘26th July’ movement is
too well known to be retold in any detail. We are here con-
cerned with the revolution’s special features and anything it
added to Communist thought and practice.

On December 2, 1956, Castro landed secretly on the coast
of Oriente Province with a band of eighty-two men. All but
twelve were wiped out by government forces who had got
wind of the landing. The twelve survivors took to the hills
and there established their headquarters. Thus it was to the

1 Guerrilla and Counter-Guerrilla Warfare, William J. Pomeroy,

Publishers, New York, 1964, pp. 66-69.
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show the world that the insurgents were fighting for freedom
as an organised group and were not just a rabble. Similar
abductions continued throughout the year.

By the time Castro and his forces entered Havana in
January of the following year the economy of the country
had been eroded, the mass of the people were united behind
the revolution, the ruling group was disunited and de-
moralised. In short, the classical Marxist-Leninist ‘revolu-
i situation’ now obtained. But it came at the end of
five years of armed struggle. It was not the starting point. It
had been created by the armed struggle.

Che Guevara, the revolution’s principal guerrilla war
theoretician and practitioner, has listed for other revolu-
tionaries ‘three fundamental conclusions about armed revo-
lution’ revealed by the Cuban revolution.

1. Popular forces can win a war against an army.

2. One does not necessarily have to wait for a revolutionary
situation to arise; it can be created.

3. In the under-developed countries of the Americas, rural
areas are the best battleficlds for revolution.!

Guevara subsequently made clear that he believed that
these conclusions held good for those countries of Africa and
Asia which had similar terrain to that of the Latin American
continent.

In an article published in the Scptcmbcr 1963 issue of
Cuba Socialista, and reproduced in the Peking Review,
January 10, 1964, Che Guevara spelt out for others just how
guerrilla activities might be started:

‘Small units with few people in them choose some places
favourable for guerrilla activitics, from where they can ad-
vance for counter-attack and where they can retreat for
refuge, and they begin to take actions in these places. But one
point must be made perfectly clear at the initial stage: when
the guerrillas are still rather weak, they should only concen-
trate on getting a firm footing, familiarising themselves with
the surroundings, establishing contact with the inhabitants
and consolidating places which can be turned into bases.’

! Guerrilla Warfare, Che Guevara, Cassell, 1962, p. 111.
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Cuba Si!

CHE GUEVARA’S message to Latin American revolutionaries
—‘What Fidel has done, you too can do’—was heady stuff.
It is not surprising that one group after another, all over the
Latin American continent, attempted to follow the Cuban
example, in the months and years following the spectacular
collapse of the Batista régime.

There were attempts to start insurrections, to raise guerrilla
bands, or to make landings on the Castro model, in Argen-
tina, Paraguay, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, Ecuador,
Venezuela, Peru and Brazil. All were premature, poorly
organised, and therefore met with failure; and it was only
from the causes of their failure that others could learn. But
soon more serious attempts were being made, especially in
Guatemala, Venezuela, Colombia and, later, Bolivia.

A ‘reactionary’ military coup occurred in Guatemala in
March 1963. In the same month, and in response to the
coup, guerrilla units came into existence in the north-east and
other areas. A number of ‘focs’, or insurrectionary centres, on
the Cuban model, were established in remote rural and moun-
tainous areas. Those responsible for them were a politically
mixed group. There were liberals, democrats and Marxists of
various hues.

They were joined in due course by some dissident army
officers who were in revolt against what they regarded as the
inefficiency, corruption and general decadence of the military
leaders. These new adherents included, incidentally, one man,
Yon Sosa (part Chinese, part Latin American) who had re-
ceived, at one of the US army’s ‘Special Forces’ schools,
training in guerrilla warfare and anti-insurgency, and who in
due course became one of the guerrilla leaders. The insur-
rectionary centres were not established on the initiative of the
Communist Party, but the Communists joined them before
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have already become a political factor in the life of the
country. ... The armed struggle is an obvious expression of
the civil war towards which the reactionary classes are steer-
'ing the country’. But it must be linked with the campaign for
the ‘political, economic and social demands of the people’.

Commenting on this, Alfredo Borges wrote: “This brings
us to the question: Doesnottbcamedsu'ugglcuarrowthc
possibilities for legal struggle, for peaceful action by the
democratic forces? We don’t think so...."* The question he
nmuoncwhxchGommunxstsmmanyLatanmmun
countries who have tried or are trying to run the two forms
of struggle simultancously are still asking themselves and each
other.

On the face of it, Communists who run a limited but grow-
ingarmedsuugglcsidcbysidcwilhnormalactivitiaintmde
unions, other political parties, cultural organisations and,
possibly, within a united or National Liberation Front, would
appartohavethcbdtofbothworlds.ltxsanm
proposition. But so far the Venezuelan and Sarawakian ex-
periences, which are probably the best examples of this policy
in action, suggest that the opposite may prove to be the case.

It was understandable that the Cuban influence should be
strong in Venezuela. Geographically, Cuba was close at hand.
In the Communists’ view of the situation, too, Venezuela was
close to Cuba in another sense: U S influence had been strong
in Cuba, America had a stranglehold on the Cuban economy.
The same, they would argue, applied to Venezuela.

A first, premature attempt in Mar:h 1962, to organise
centres of guerrilla activity in Venezuela failed. An unsuccess-
ful bid to stop the 1963 Presidential Elections by terror
served only to alienate potential rural and urban support. But
the following year the Left tried again. Soon they had
‘stabilised zones’ in the States of Falcon and Lara. These
were insurrectionary centres, ‘liberated areas’, established and
defendedbyguemllnwhoopmtedtheuownlocnlpohnal
and social régime. Others were established in the Andes the

! World Marxist Review, June 1964, p. II.
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mixed up with that sort of thing. The steady work of years
was beginning to be eroded.

Later, by 1966, when the guerrillas had suffered heavily at
the hands of the security forces, some of the Moscow-line
leaders were beginning to wonder aloud in the columns of the
World Marxist Review whether it might be that they were
going to finish up with the worst of both worlds. By April
1967, the eighth Plenum of the Party decided to abandon the
guerrilla war, condemned terrorism and prepared to concen-
trate on the constitutional struggle.

The Central Committee’s resolution of December 1962, in
advocating support for the armed struggle, noted that ‘up till
now the activity of the so-called combat tactical units in the
main cities has imparted a specific character to the revolu-
tionary armed action in Venezuela’. This referred to the
groups of revolutionaries who were responsible for carrying
into effect the ‘tactic of the dramatic gesture’. There were
times when these gestures were very dramatic indeed. The
aim was to make it appear to the public that the insurrec-
tionists could strike when, where and whom they pleased.

These operations included the kidnapping of US security
officers who, like Fangio, the racing motorist kidnapped by
the Fidelistas some years earlier, were held for days or weeks
before being freed. In several instances they were released on
the streets of Caracas, the capital city, in broad daylight, stark
naked. Another ‘dramatic gesture’ took the form of leaflets
being distributed which announced that a policeman would
be killed on the city’s streets each day for a given period—
and then the threat was carried into effect. Particularly
dramatic were the abduction of Alfredo di Stefano of the
Spanish Real Madrid football club on August 24, 1963, and
the seizure of an airliner with passengers and crew on
November 28 of the same year. Insurgents in Guatemala and
Colombia have also used this same tactic in various forms in
the last few years.

g All over Asia, Africa and Latin America, the Communists
in the early 1960s were being encouraged to establish worker-
peasant alliances, or to capture them where these already
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crops, teaching young wives and mothers how to improve the
family diet. The health of the people improved, the infant
mortality rate dropped, people who in the past had good cause
to believe that nobody cared what happened to them sud-
denly found that they mattered. Mattered, that is, to the
Communists who were living with them and sharing their
conditions.

Only when these new arrivals had the solid sympathy and
support of the people, who would be prepared to defend them
and most certainly would never give them away to the auth-
orities, did the arms begin to come in. A guerrilla ‘safe base’
and a mass ‘support base’ had been established. Here once
again is, of course, an example of things being made easy for
the Communists by long-standing official neglect on the one
hand and, on the other, the total dedication of the revolu-
tionary in sharp contrast to the traditional complacency of
those who should be concerned with the people’s welfare.
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Working to the New Patt

Ix OcTOoBER 1966 a seminar was held in Cairo 1
title *Africa: National and Social Revolution”. It was
by the World Marxist Review and the Cairo journal 4
In his keynote speech Alexander Sobolev, a Soviet
African affairs, declared’ that whilst ‘in the overw!
majority of cases in Africa there is a real possibility
ing civil war between antagonistic classes’ the



Communists, he said, must learn from the success of the
Cuban Communist Party and the way it had supported Fidel
Castro’s National Liberation Movement. But they must also
benefit by the experience of those Latin Americans who,
inspired by the Cuban example, had too readily aped the
Cuban revolution and taken up arms without sufficient

Review which is Moscow’s mouthpiecc.

Peking, Radio Hanoi and Radio Havana encourage Com-
munists in developing countries to take to the gun, and sup-
port with words those who do. Moscow, which once did the
same, has become more selective, and guerrillas can no longer
be sure of its blessing. A particularly important part has been
played by Radio Peking in making known to militant Com-
munists in one part of the world what those in another are
doing. It tells Asian Communists of the exploits of Latin
American guerrillas, whilst sunultnncously keeping the Latin
Americans informed of guerrilla activities in South-East Asia.

All over Asia, Latin America and, increasingly, in Africa
too, members of the Communist movement can, as a result of
the development of communications media, be involved in a
constant interchange of ideas on the armed struggle, so that
those who go into action are able to test each others’ tactics
and techniques and then exchange information about them.
It is natural, therefore, that there should be a constant evolu-
tion and development of Communist thought on the practice

of guerrilla warfare.

! The African Communist, October/December 1964.
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It seemed almost as though their safe base might come to
be rather like Marquetalia, one of the so-called ‘independent
republics’ of Colombia in which bandits and other rebels
established their own régime. Marquetalia was so isolated and
devoid of communication of any sort with the outside world
that the rebels could forget the government for years on end
and were by government forgot. Then, in 1963, the Com-
munists began the ideological penetration of the area, with
the aim of making it into an active base from which to spread
revolution. They prepared for guerrilla warfare, evacuated
the women and children and invited the attention of the
Army who, in 1966, mounted a massive attack against them.
The Communists abandoned their ‘self-defence zone’ for the
mountains and jungles and switched to mobile guerrilla
operations claiming that they now had the battlefield of their
choice.

In 1963 there were signs that at long last the CPM leaders
too were about to come to life again. A drive to raise the
political understanding of the MNLA and its fellow-
travellers in the three Thai provinces was started. This, in
true Communist style, took the form of study classes based
upon carefully-prepared syllabi. The Communist leaders had
been jerked out of apathy into activity by first the Brunei
revolt and then Indonesia’s military confrontation of
Malaysia. From their jungle hideout on September 20, 1963,
they issued a statement declaring that neo-colonialist
Malaysia® (which was just coming to birth) must be smashed,
and identifying themselves in this aim with the Indonesian
confronters. ‘The Communist Party of Malaya calls on the
peoples in these territories to unite and form a solid united
front against the British Abdul Rahman' clique and persist
inlptomctedmdnduousstruggle,amedmdotherwise,to
overthrow completely the domination of this clique, to smash
to smithereens their neo-colonialist “Malaysia” intrigue and

‘CompddnzMnhya,SinaporemdthcmNonhKnﬁmmun
(North Borneo) States of Sabah and Sarawak. Singapore has since

! Tunku Abdul Rahman, Prime Minister of Malaya (then in process
of becoming Malaysia).
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‘objective conditions’. Sometimes it is the ‘armed struggle’
stop which is pulled out, sometimes the ‘constitutional’ one,
sometimes both together.

The CPM line embodied this new feature. Even as they
issued their statement, the leaders must clearly have realised
that they would have to be ready to call off the armed struggle
again if and when required. This is what, in due course, with
the ending of confrontation, they were in fact obliged to do.
In the past, once the irrevocable decision to take to the gun
was made, commitment to the armed struggle was seen right
through to victory or defeat. Today, as the Latin American
experience shows, it is permissible to start armed struggle,
call it off again, then if necessary restart it yet again. This has
been the story in Venezuela, Guatemala and Peru.

During recent years the hold of the CPM leaders and
their Malayan National Liberation Army over the local popu-
lation of the three under-administered provinces where they
are established has been very noticeably increased. Again, the
methods they have used to achieve this are similar to those
one now finds in Latin America and which in particular were
used in Veneczuela,

The Thai provinces in which the Malayan Communists are
msuﬂedcompnsetwomwhschthmnsarmxed'l’hmand
Chinese population and a third which is strongly Muslim-
Mala

y.

In all three the Party now shows increasing interest in what
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Venezuela
called ‘social activities’. In an area where there have been few
medical or social services, the MNLA try to fill the vacuum.
They supply the local population with drugs of both the
‘Western’ and Chinese varieties, tend the sick and engage in
malaria-prevention work. They organise old people’s benevo-
lent associations. To isolated jungle villages where human
existence is characterised by its deadly monotony they bring
singing and dancing classes and other forms of entertainment.

Such activities provide a means of making good the wastage
of manpower within the MNLA and recruiting additional
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mdpapmaddrmedtotheBuddhistsecﬁonofthepopnﬂ:—
tion. In these they argue that the MNLA and the MNLL
(Malayan National Liberation League, which is the political
arm of the MNLA), in fighting British imperialsim and
Mnhysianneo-colonialism,macﬁnginaocordwiththe
tenets of Buddhism by eradicating evils and practising good
deeds. The ‘ammunition’ for the Communist propaganda
campaign amongst the Buddhists includes prayer rolls and
joss sticks for use in Buddhist temples.

The activities of the MNLA and the MNLL are
publicised over ‘Voice of the People of Free Thailand', a
clandestine radio station thought to be situated either in
South China or in one of the areas of north-cast Thailand
controlled by the local Communist guerrillas.

It is not unusual for a movement engaged in the armed
struggle to kidnap and kill suspected informers. That sus-
pectedinfmmersonxhc’l‘haibordcrhavcoflatcmetwith
this fate is not in itself proof that the CPM has adopted the
“tactic of the dramatic gesture’ although the circumstances of
some of the kidnappings, and particularly the propaganda
nmxmdingtbcm,baradosemembhnoctothosewhich
have been organised in Latin America in recent years. Directly
in the Cuban tradition was the ‘shanghai-ing’ of a Muslim
religimsladcrinxg“.'l‘hismm,a'l‘hai,wasabducmd,
taken into the jungle and questioned. In the Latin American
manner—and that of the Chinese in an earlier period—he
was treated relatively well and his captors went to some pains
to convince him that the Communists were good men who
were not there to create trouble but only to assist the local
peopleincuﬁngtbesickmdimprovingthelifeofthe
community.

The influence of Latin American methods on South-East
Asian practice might be seen in an ambush staged in the
border territory in August 1966. A combined Malaysian-Thai
field team who went into the border area walked into an
ambush in which eight Malaysians and two Thais were killed.
The subsequent Communist propaganda about the incident
suggests that the CPMwereprobablymoreconccmed with
its publicity value than with the elimination of members of
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the field team, who could have been casily ave
quite reasonably, have been mum
threat to the MNLA.
The ambush has been used to convince the
donthuitiuhethn.mm
last word in this area.
Letters were later sent from the Communists on the
to Thai security officials in regretting
Thai officers had inadvertently been killed in the
explaining that their quarrel was not with the Thais b

In any Communist-led guerrilla war the political
the political campaign in support of them are as impe
the military campaign itself. The movement must ¢
put forward a programme which will gain the widest p
support and so must not go too far ahead of popular
Nationalism is stressed, Communism is rarely m

lnlhn,lheMlhynNMlmm
point programme is typical. This calls for genuine
dence; lbroaddemoauicmn

bourgeois-democratic r
Then, if things go well, this can be made to lead on
lhrukmlhepeopk'sm-:dm
inihon,lthréﬁnn.



oldest brother. Lenin was at that time a schoolboy aged
seventeen. His brother’s death had a profound effect upon
Lenin which remained with him throughout his life. Much as
he admired his brother’s heroism, he considered that the use
of terrorist methods was a mistaken way of attempting to
achieve political goals. Told of his brother’s death he said:
‘No, we shall not take this road. This is not the road to
follow”.!

In opposing acts of individual terrorism Lenin was accept-
ing what was already the established Marxist line. Karl Marx
himself throughout much of his political life fought the
anarchists and their leader Bakunin because he believed that
their activities weakened the whole revolutionary movement
by turning people’s eyes away from the mass struggle which
alone could bring them victory.

In his History of Anarchism in Russia, the Soviet Com-
munist leader, E. Yaroslavsky, wrote that the anarchist-
terrorists ‘weakened the forces of the revolution and thereby
played into the hands of the counter-revolution’.?

Of terrorism, The History of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union® had this to say: “The method of combating
Tsardom chosen by the Narodniks, namely by the assassina-
tion of individuals, by individual terrorism, was wrong and
detrimental to the revolution.... They hampered the de-
velopment of the revolutionary initiative and activity of the
working class and the peasantry’. This message was hammered
home by Communist Party tutors in ten thousand Marxist
study classes right across the world.

In practice, organised terrorism was seen by Marxist-
Leninists in the past as being permissible as a feature of the
opening stages of an insurrection. The Communist Party of
Malaya, for example, sought to terrorise rubber planters
living on lonely estates as part of its campaign to drive them

! Lemin, biography prepared by Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute,
Moscow, Hutchinson, p. 7.

* History of Anarchism in Russia, B. Yaroslavksy, Lawrence &

'Hm;r‘;q‘i&mumofmSthmbn(Bokhnﬁ:)—A
g:orxloﬁo:mc. Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1939,
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out and so to undermine the country’s econc
in what had already been defined as a reve
When a revolution was already under
could be recognised as part of the authentic
were used in Yugoslavia and Greece and, for that
the partisans in France and Italy at the end of We
as a means of climinating opponents. But this was
don't-kill-you, you-will-kill-me' situation. A sig

feature of the armed struggle is that acts of isolated
are now permitted to Communists in admit

Largely isolated as it still is in its base on the other sk
the border, the Communist Party of Malaya has no pars
the ‘foco’ which the Venczuclan Communist Party



border illegally, spend a day or two with the guerrillas in the
‘liberated areas’, are shown ‘what life under Communism is
like’ and then return to their schools or jobs.

The Communist Party of Malaya knows perfectly well that
nothing which could remotely be described as a genuine
guerrilla war situation in the Malayan Peninsula is in sight.
It simply does not have the bases on Malayan soil (useful
though those over the border may be) nor has it sufficient
followers. Nor do the ‘objective conditions’ exist. Com-
munists, however, always go on hoping and preparing, firm
in their belief that sooner or later the opportunity must come.

A particularly instructive example of a Communist organi-
sation in an under-developed country which within ten years
of its first nebulous beginnings has already launched itself
into the opening stages of the armed struggle is to be found
in Sarawak.

It is precisely the sort of place where no one in the past
would have expected to find a serious Communist problem at
all. Yet a well-organised Communist movement has been able
to gain effective control of a majority of the country’s pro-
gressive organisations even whilst they were still coming to
birth, to involve a large number of young people in prepara-
tions for guerrilla warfare, and, in the process, to create a
major security problem for government. The Sarawak Com-
munist Organisation deserves a special detailed study of its
own.
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Sarawak Case Study






o
To the Gun in Eight Years

SINCE RELATIVELY few people have visited Sarawak, it
may be as well to fill in some factual background so that the
country’s very instructive political story may be better under-
stood. Sarawak consists of a narrow coastal strip, 450 miles
long and varying in width from 40 miles at its narrowest to
120 miles at its widest, carved out of Borneo (now known as
Kalimantan®). It is a land of jungle, high mountains and
rivers. Providentially, many of the rivers are navigable for
considerable distances and still provide Sarawak’s principal
means of transport. The principal towns are connected only
by sea, river and air—the few roads in existence all tend to
run out from coastal towns through a string of small villages
into the jungle and there come to a stop.

In Sarawak’s 48,250 square miles live three quarters of a
million people. The largest group are Sea-Dayaks, or Ibans.
Most Ibans live in longhouses in the jungle, as do also the
much smaller group of Land Dayaks. The Ibans are best
known to the outside world for the fact that as reoeutly as
1948 some of them were still head-hunting. A small minority
have become fully urbanised.

Other indigenous groups include the Kayans, Kenyahs and
Kelabits, who generally live in inaccessible parts of the deep
jungle where they pursue primitive forms of agriculture.
There are also the Penans, a timid, nomadic group who
wander the jungles, living on wild sago. They trade jungle
products with their neighbours, at government-supervised
trade meetings, for such things as cloth, salt and shotguns.
All these indigenous groups are collectively known as Natives
—which is not a derogatory word in Sarawak.

! Local nationalists and Communists call the three small States of
Sarawak, Sabah and Brunei ‘North Kalimantan® and the remainder of
Borneo “West Kalimantan'.
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poses, not untypical of other ex-colonial peoples. It is not
unusual to find, in Africa for example, that one tribe, as
opposed to another, was favoured by the colonial rulers, that
large sections of the population in the hinterland progressed
very little and that another ‘outside’ group (the Indians in
East Africa are an obvious example) were left to establish
themselves as the merchants and traders.

In fairness to the Chinese in Sarawak, however, one must
acknowledge that their contribution to the country’s develop-
ment has been very considerable indeed. They may in the
past have maintained family, cultural and religious ties with
the land of their origin (as East Africa’s Indians still tend to
do) but they have succeeded in making themselves an
essential, though not as yet fully integrated, section of the
country’s multi-racial population.

Like other countries in South-East Asia, Sarawak was
occupied by the Japanese (from December 1941 till Septem-
ber 1945). This undermined the rule of the White Rajahs.
The wave of nationalism and of consequent de-colonialisation
which swept South-East Asia and the rest of the developing
world ensured that British colonial rule would not last for
long.

At the time when the British took over, 98 per cent of the
Ibans were illiterate, so were 60 per cent of the Chinese, and
the illiteracy rate of most of the other groups fell somewhere
between the two. Before 1941 there was no representative
government of any description in Sarawak. The first political
party to be formed, the Sarawak United People’s Party, was
founded as recently as 1959.

It is against this improbable and, one might think, un-
promising background that the clandestinely organised
Sarawak Communist Organisation has had to operate. No
cotmtrycouldbclmlikethosewhxchMmtsuwdtothmk
would be susceptible to Communism than Sarawak. Yet in
thoscmttetswhlchmxmpomnttothespmdofoom-
munism it is similar to other countries of the three develop-
ing continents where Communist organisation is either new
or has still to be brought into existence.
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Members of the local Town Branch of the Communist
Party were providing active working-class support for the
guerrilla fighters on the peninsula, whilst the ABL was har-
nessing to the cause the excitement and interest created
among students by the insurrection. The ideas which the
litle undercover groups in Sarawak had been discussing, Teo
Yong Jim was told, threatened to make them ‘right wing
deviationists’. Teo Yong Jim, who still maintained contact
with them, put them on the Party line.

In March 1954 he returned secretly, via Indonesian
Borneo, to Kuching. There he found some difficulty in
reconciling the conflicting views held by the different groups.
He seems, however, to have been a good organiser and a man
of considerable drive, and by the middle of that same year he
had brought them together in the Sarawak Liberation League.

One of the main differences of opinion he had to overcome
was between those groups who, in accord with the accepted
Marxist-Leninist line, argued that the proletariat were the
true revolutionary class, and others who believed that in the
conditions obtaining in Sarawak it was the peasants, rather
than the workers, who should be regarded in this way. Teo
Yong Jim succeeded in convincing them that it was to the
towns that they must look in particular rather than to the
rural arcas. Subsequent events have tended to show that it is
from the towns that the small minority of leaders are likely to
be drawn but it is in the villages that the majority of recruits
can be made.

In practice, at that time, however, the new organisation,
like the groups from which it had been formed, consisted
mainly of school-teachers working in the urban areas. These
made their principal field of activity the schools in which
they were teaching. Almost immediately after Teo Yong
Jim's return a student strike was organised among senior
pupils, who succeeded in having the anti-Communist princi-
pal of one school removed. The founders of the Sarawak
Liberation League, which was undoubtedly seen as the fore-
runner of a fully established Sarawak Communist party, could
not have found a more fruitful field in which to work nor cne
which would yield them better or quicker opportunities to
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they were thrown on to the streets until they were old enough
to go to work.

The Communists’ job had been made all too easy for them.
With exceptional though understandable speed, agitation
spread through the schools. Perhaps more significant for the
future, Communist organisation, in the form of classroom
cells, was established within the schools themselves. In
September 1954, just six months after his return from Singa-
pore, Teo Yong Jim, who by now had the police on his tail,
decided that things were getting too hot for him. He obtained
permission from the Communist organisation to leave the
country and made his way to China. There, before long, he
went blind and it is there, so far as one can trace, that Teo
Yong Jim’s political story ends.

But Teo had done his work so well that by the end of 1954
there were nineteen Communist cells in Sarawak, most of
them in the school where he had taught although there were
afemeibu,apxuloftthhxrdevmon.(Foradmmlm
tive purposes, Sarawak is divided into five Divisions which
are numbered according to their proximity to the capital.)

All the cells were kept small, the majority were ‘triangular’,
i.e. composed of just three members, and the entire member-
ship totalled about 100. From the start the organisation was
strongly security-conscious, only one member of each cell had
contact with any other cell, and even such contact was con-
fined to a single member of each cell. There were cells for
teachers, cells for pupils, so that SLL was simultaneously
operating at both levels within the schools.

Those joining had to take an oath of loyalty to the organisa-
tion; full membership was achieved only after a period of
probationary and candidate membership. It was from the start
known as ‘the Organisation’ and referred to only as such. This
is not, of course, unusual in illegal or clandestine movements.
For example, in Cyprus, BEoka was known to its members as
the Organisation, t00.' A peculiarly Sarawakian Chinese note
was added, however, by ‘Organisation’ being reduced to the

! See Guerrilla Warfare and Eoka's Struggle by General Grivas,
Longmans, Green & Co.
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their own financial and social betterment, they stepped
straight into full-time employment as trade union officials.

None of this was very difficult. The unions themselves
were in their infancy and the majority of their members
illiterate. Most of the unions had until then been poorly run,
the officials were often incompetent and their headquarters
little more than gambling houses. Sarawak’s Communists
soon learned, as have so many others in developing countries
elsewhere, that it is relatively easy to get into top positions of
unions whilst the unions are small and their members still
inexperienced. Once there, it is not very difficult to remain
in the leadership as the unions grow.

By the end of 1956 all the principal unions in Kuching,
Sibu and Miri (the only three towns of any size) were under
Communist control, with the exception of the Sarawak Wharf
Labourers’ Union and various small unions for government
employees most of whom were Ibans. In these, Communist
influence was present but not dominant.

Other SLL members when they left school, following ‘the
party line’ of going wherever their influence would be
greatest, went straight into jobs with the various Chinese-
language newspapers. A number took Communism into the
teacher-training colleges and then to the schools in which
they subsequently taught. The Communists became the most
active members of old boys’ (alumni) associations and
teachers’ organisations. They stood for positions on boards of
management in Chinese schools and, since there is usually
not much competition for voluntary work of this sort, stepped
straight into them. Others took jobs as paid—or, rather,
underpaid—school secretaries.

One Kuching group made itself responsible for working
among rural school-teachers. This was the one which from
the start of the movement had stressed that the peasantry
were the decisive class. Through the rural teachers the mes-
sage and the organisation were spread to the little village
schools and, as a consequence, in 1958, the nucleus of a
Communist-led peasant movement emerged which was to
become their biggest mass organisation.

Sometime earlier, probably in 1956, the Sarawak Advanced
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promising peasant organisation. They were themselves con-
sidering creating a political party just at the time when a
group of non-Communists, headed by Mr Ong Kee Hui, a
leader of the Chinese business community, decided to found
the Sarawak United People’s Party, a progressive, mildly
socialist body. Since the SLL was a secret, and very secretive,
clandestine organisation, no one outside its own leadership
knew who were its members, still less its total strength.

It was all too easy: SLL moved straight into the Sarawak
United People’s Party within weeks of the latter’s birth and
immediately provided it with its most enthusiastic, dedicated,
politically-conscious activists. They were young, keen and
prepared to work for it from morning till night in the towns,
in the villages, even in the most remote rural areas.

When they launched their party, the founders of SUPP
had no idea of the situation which existed. They were not
alone in this. At the end of World War II no security
organisation existed in Sarawak. In the first years after World
War II there were just three Special Branch officers. ‘In 1957,
when I came here’, one Special Branch officer told me, ‘there
were only five of us.’ This in a country with an area of
approximately 48,250 square miles, and a population the
majority of whom live in some of the densest jungle in the
world. Add to this the fact that the Communists were ex-
clusively Chinese, carrying on their activities and conducting
their business like that of a secret society, in a language which
the rest of the population, including the Special Branch
officers themselves, did not understand, and it will be
appreciated that those five men must or should have been
very busy people.

It was not until August 11, 1960, that it became possible
for the government to have any real idea of the extent and
seriousness of the growth of Communism in Sarawak. On
that day, police found 1,062 documents stored in some old
drums. They were the archives of the Sarawak Liberation
League for 1954—a single year. Then, thirteen months later,
on September 17, 1961, another 380 documents were seized
in a house in a kampong in Sibu. These latter related ex-
clusively to Communist penetration and control of trade
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hours. The Communist Organisation had all the ideological
training material needed and used it well.

The basic unit of the Organisation and the key to its
strength was the small cell-cum-study group. In this it was
enormously assisted by the passion for study which is a char-
acteristic of Sarawak youth, particularly the Sarawak Chinese,
as it is of young people in many a dsveloping country today.
Chinese Communists everywhere talk of hsueh-hsih. This is
the traditional practice of self-study and mutual help in study.
It has the most honourable and respectable of origins, since it
was encouraged by Confucius himself, and until recent years
had no sinister connotations. “We must hsueh-hsik’ runs like
a single thread through all the many publications of the
Sarawak Communist Organisation. This has been a feature of
the Organisation’s life throughout the whole of its brief but
instructive existence.

The practice of hsueh-hsih helps to explain why it was that
the Communist Organisation was able to spread so quickly
and effectively. Because of it, the Communists knew where
they were going, what they were doing and why they were
doing it. Moreover, in hundreds of small study classes they
had been told over and over again that Communists must be
leaders, that on the basis of an understanding of Marxism-
Leninism and the teachings of Mao Tse-tung they had a
right and a responsibility to leadership. In a politically un-
sophisticated society they were equipped to analyse situations
in the light of the doctrines they had accepted, and were
taught to think ‘two or three jumps ahead of everyone else’.

The Sarawak local leaders and still more the rank and file
may not have been great politicians nor even great Marxists
judged by the standards of a more politically mature country.
But the fact is that they were operating in a society in which
practically no one else had any political experience and in
which the overwhelming majority of the population had until
very recently quite literally done no political thinking. The
opportunity was there, and they took it.

This then was the situation into which the Sarawak United
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all too many cases, enrolled into SAYA. But they still
remained within SUPP where, they were told, their most
useful work might be done.

The Communists had acquired a near-perfect political
‘open front’. Where previously all their recruitment had had
to be by means of clandestine activities, now they could
openly go about their business working for a lawfully consti-
medpartyyctallthclimeworkingtoofortlx(]ommunist
cause.

Members of the Sarawak Advanced Youths Association
who were active in the countryside were everywhere report-
ingafavounblcmponsetomdrpmpagandafmmthcrunl
Chinese. Some of the founders of the movement back in 1954
had believed the peasants to be a conservative class. This was
probably true of the little pepper farmers of that time. But
half a dozen years later their sons, who had received some
education in the Chinese schools, had a very different out-
look. In many cases the new generation were determined not
to be small farmers if they could help it and were consciously
inrcvolugninstthebackmdnwandmonotonyofmallifc.

An attempt by the Communists was made in 1961 to form
a legal farmers’ association. Application was made to the
government, who, already in possession of documentary evi-
dence that the initiative had come from the Communists,
refused registration.

The following year the Communists went ahead with a
clandestine Sarawak Farmers’ Association. Those who joined
it, all of them Chinese peasants, knew that they were being
enrolled in an illegal organisation. Recruitment was rapid. In
one area of the Third Division, close to Sibu, 1,000 members
were enrolled in a month. What strikes the outside observer
is how little the SFA had to offer and yet how big was the
response. Nothing could indicate more clearly how great was
the need which had remained unmet for so long in the lives
of the rural Chinese. However, in practice, the SFA was in-
creasingly drawn into activity associated with preparations
for armed struggle. The SFA was soon to become the Com-
munists’ largest mass organisation. Here, it scemed, was the
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an important part in

of circumstances led to the Organisation’s deciding to go
to the armed struggle almost at once.
The Sarawak Liberation League, parent body of the
Communist Organisation, had, as we have seen, been
into existence when the insurrection in Malaya
height. The first error of which it was ever accused
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deviationism’, but since then it had lived with the thought
that sooner or later the gun would have to be used if its aims
were to be achieved. Now here were guns being used. By
others.

Having rebellion so near at hand, in one of the States
which were expected to go into the new enlarged ‘neo-
colonialist’ federation, had the effect of exciting the Com-
munists into talking about the need for armed struggle and
quickly brought a demand from some members that this
should be started immediately.

The government, declaring a State of Emergency through-
out Sarawak, took action against the Communist Organisa-
tion. Preventive detention was introduced. A number of
Communists and suspected Communists, most of whom had
been engaged in the Organisation’s ‘open front’ work, were
detained and before long were in a newly-established deten-
tion camp.

Ten days after the start of the unsuccessful Brunei revolt
the SCO leadership issued a directive committing members
to the task of preparing for armed struggle. The directive
noted that some people, when the revolt began, proposed that
the movement in Sarawak should ‘co-ordinate with this
struggle’. The Organisation considers, it said, that ‘objective
conditions for stamng armed struggle do exist because
(a) there is a conscious appreciation of the Brunei struggle by
the broad masses of the people and (b) there is a certain
demand made for armed struggle here’. It would, therefore,
be possible to start organising in preparation for it. However,
subjectively (and more realistically) ‘our efforts are still in-
sufficient because the broad masses do not think of themselves
as going into armed struggle and they have had no practical
preparation in the use of arms’. The British imperialists
would, by means of military suppression, ensure that ‘such
action’ could not last long, and ‘even if victory were gained,
the fruits of victory could not for long be retained. The
revolutionary régime could not be consolidated’.

The Organisation therefore considered that, although there
were many advantageous conditions favouring armed struggle,
to launch into it now would inevitably lead to more arrests
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8
Preparing for Revolt

As S0 OFTEN happens, the Communists’ progress towards
armed struggle was prompted by what they themselves called
the objective conditions. It was a reaction to circumstances
not of their making and, in part at least, a response to
emergency security measures taken by government.

The round of arrests, the establishment of a detention
camp in a country which in the past had been exceptionally
peaceful and law-abiding, and the introduction of restrictive
legislation, led to a number of young Chinese sympathisers
(though not, in the main, members of the Organisation itself)
flecing over the border into Indonesian territory. Just a hand-
ful of members seems to have been permitted to join that first
batch of border-crossers in order to maintain contact with
them. Hundreds of members of SAY A and the other satellite
bodies, seeking to avoid arrest and to maintain their organisa-
tion, either disappeared into Sarawak’s deep jungle or were
hidden by members of the SFA living in remote spots.

The government was also reacting to ‘objective conditions’.
It called in all shotguns, as a reaction to the Communists’
declared aim of moving over to the armed struggle. In this
tropical, underdeveloped land where administration had been
minimal and where rural people traditionally augmented their
diet by hunting and some, particularly the Natives, actually
lived by hunting, it was normal for there to be shotguns in
practically every peasant home.

If there was to be armed struggle, those guns would clearly
be useful to the guerrillas all of whom, on present showing,
would be Chinese. The government therefore called for a
general registration of arms but demanded that the Chinese
farmers should turn in their guns—the Ibans and others
could keep theirs.

This made good sense as a security measure, indeed it was

79



.. .a.mm | -mmmmm ....mm Mu m u..m

ETEL ~ 3 b 2388 8as

_*mmmg MMM__,_W : _mw il mm.c
et m..mm .m d . M 18

wwﬂmmmmw i w 1L m wgmmw

pliptenime il

mmeme Nmmmm«MmM.Wmmmm i umummmmwmmMm



transcribed, then circulated in their clandestine publications.
The inevitability of violence had been the theme of the books
by Mao and Che Guevara in which they were steeped. The
concept of armed struggle was thus part of the thinking of
everyone who had come under the influence of the Sarawak
Communist Organisation. They had played with revolu-
tionary words and ideas, to which they became committed.
Now the showdown had come, forced upon them by events.

It is not our purpose to retrace or to tell again in detail
here the story of Indonesia’s confrontation of Malaysia. Our
purpose is to take a look at the response of a Communist
organisation, poised ready for the armed struggle, in a back-
ward country, to situations which may arise in other countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

When Indonesia’s military confrontation of Malaysia,
aimed at crushing the new federation, began in April 1963
the Sarawak Communist Organisation had to decide what
would be its policy now that its own country was under
attack from a neighbouring State. This is a situation which
could occur in countries in any one of the three developing
continents at almost any time.

The Sarawak Communists’ response was the traditional
Marxist-Leninist one: to work for the defeat of their own
country in the hope that this might ultimately lead to a vic-
tory for Communism. War is the revolutionary’s opportunity
and this one was too good to be missed. Like the leaders of
the Communist Party of Malaya, on the Thai border, they
called upon the people to ‘fight shoulder to shoulder’ with the
Indonesians. Many of their own members interpreted this in
practical terms and went, with the Organisation’s encourage-
ment, to be trained by the enemy in the use of arms. The
SCO’s particular concern was of course to use the conflict
by learning the art of guerrilla warfare.

Something more than 1,000 Sarawakian Chinese crossed
the border. Not all were given training, still less saw any
action. But the majority received some valuable instruction
in guerrilla warfare and a good proportion got some practical
experience in the use of arms and of jungle fighting generally.
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emerge from the experience having sustained no organisa-
tional split and without having created significant numbers of
new militant anti-Communists in the process either. And if
the local Chinese community, from which its members were
drawn, felt any misgivings on the question—as it may well
have done—it did not show them. Years of semi-isolation
from the rest of the population had taught it to keep its own
counsel. Since it was not a fully integrated group it could
perhapsnotbccxpectedtofeelanyverydeepsmseof
outrage.

There was one way in which Indonesia’s military con-
frontation of Malaysia, with its direct threat to Sarawak, hit
the Communist Organisation very hard indeed. The Brunei
revolt led, as we have seen, to the Organisation’s decision to
prepare itself physically and psychologically for the armed
struggle. It also brought to Sarawak additional numbers of
militarised police from Malaya, considerable numbers of the
Malaysian armed forces and even more British and other
Commonwealth troops. Before confrontation was over they
were there in their tens of thousands.

In theory, at least, it might have been possible for the
Communists to stage an insurrection just when power was
changing hands in the moment of their country’s maximum
weakness, when Britain and her forces were pulling out and
when Sarawak had still to be fully integrated into Malaysia.

The coming of confrontation meant that this became a
moment of strength instead, because troops were thicker on
the ground than ever before. Moreover, these were supported
by helicopters and other aircraft and all the paraphernalia
normally used by a Great Power involved in a jungle war.
There could be no question, in these circumstances, of the
Communist Organisation, as such, going over to any active
form of independent armed struggle.

Indonesia’s quarrel with Malaysia brought with it an un-
expected opportunity to learn the art of guerrilla warfare, but,
paradoxically, it made the Communists’ own armed struggle
impossible for the moment. It would have been as though the
Communists of South Vietnam had decided to start the
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The fall of the PKI was quickly followed by the ending of
confrontation. A minority of the Communists began to make
their way back across the border and to go into hiding in
Sarawak itself. Most, probably between 700 and 800, applied
themselves to trying to maintain, on the Organisation’s orders,
their ‘safe base’ in Indonesian Borneo. More than half of
these were armed. A strong minority were women. All were
Chinese. Now no longer attached to the Indonesian military
machine, disowned by the Indonesian government, they
hoped nonetheless to be able to regroup their forces on
Indonesian territory, and then, at a time of their own
choosing, filter back into the jungles of Sarawak. Since they
were left high and dry by the ending of confrontation they
had to set about re-establishing themselves as a separate
force, with a separate identity. They proceeded to deal with
this in the approved, up-to-date Communist fashion.

For Communist guerrillas, political campaigns and goals
are inextricably combined with military ones. Nationalism
would provide the broad political appeal the SCO needed.
Appealing to memories of the past (which mean more to the -
Malays and Natives than to the Chinese of immigrant stock)
the SCO called for a Kalimantan Utara—Unitary State of
North Kalimantan. The guerrilla units formed from the
ranks of the border-crossers now called themselves, among
other things, the People’s Liberation Army of the Unitary
State of North Kalimantan. It was nationalism, above all else,
which had first given the Vietminh and later the Vietcong
their greatest basis for support among the people of Vietnam;
Sarawak’s Communists hoped that their goal of a unitary
state of North Borneo might in due course invest their cause
with a similar ‘nationalist’ appeal to the other races in Sara-
wak, which might then extend to those of the neighbouring
States.

They were acutely aware that throughout the life of their
organisation its purely Chinese composition had been its
greatest weakness. In Malaya this had proved fatal. It could
have equally disastrous consequences in Sarawak where the
overwhelming majority of the non-Chinese live in precisely
those arcas—the rural areas—where guerrilla wars are fought.
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tively little political background and training, although every-
thing was being done to raise their political understanding as
quickly as possible. A dozen or more Communist periodicals,
all produced illegally and in conditions of what must have
been very great difficulty, were being published and dis-
tributed regularly. All this work required constant guidance
and supervision.

In such circumstances, the courier becomes almost as im-
portant as the member of the Political Bureau. Without a
living contact between leadership and led, little progress can
be made. To the anti-insurgency forces, therefore, the courier
becomes a target of prime importance. And Sarawak’s couriers
must operate in extremely difficult country where, unless one
follows the established trails (which tend to be under sur-
veillance) made by smugglers and illegal barter traders, it is
possible to spend a whole day hacking one’s way through just
a few hundred yards of jungle.

Communist leaders of the Hukbalahap, in the Philippines,
with whom I have lived, maintain that one of the milestones
to their own defeat was the severance of contact between
themselves and the rest of the movement, by the security
authorities. Magsaysay’s successful campaign against the
couriers undoubtedly had profound repercussions within the
Hukbalahap and upon the whole course of the rebellion.
Driven into the deepest of deep jungle, the Huk leaders found
that an urgent directive, possibly calling for an immediate
switch in tactics or even in strategy, might take months to
reach those for whom it was intended. Lack of contact in the
end brought calamity upon the guerrilla army.

To quote but one example: a point was reached when both
sides were increasingly guilty of terror and atrocities. When
Magsaysay became Defence Minister, he ordered that these,
so far as his forces were concerned, should cease at once.
Anyone found guilty of an atrocity would be punished with
the utmost severity. Predictably, atrocities by members of the
armed forces stopped. The Huk leaders realised what Mag-
saysay had done and desperately tried to get a similar order
out to their forces, backed with the threat of equally extreme
penalties. But, because the courier system had broken down,
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munists were switched on to digging large numbers of hides
and shelters in the deep jungle, which they did with im-
pressive patience and industry.

One such hide, which was discovered by the security
authorities, was approached by 120-ft-long tunnels. In the
huge, central chamber were food and medicines—everything
needed by guerrilla fighters returning from Indonesia or by
guerrillas in action on Sarawak soil. The tunnels and the
chamber were alike walled with tree trunks. The central
chamber had been dug first, then the two tunnels, which went
outward through the crown of the hill in opposite directions.
Soil and vegetation had been carefully replaced. The jungle
in any case quickly took over and the whole thing was soon
superbly camouflaged by nature. So effectively was it hidden
that even men who had been engaged on its construction had
difficulty in finding it shortly after its completion. One of the
leaders of Malaysia's armed forces told me that he would have
been proud if his own men had constructed it.

Yet those responsible were almost all drawn from the ranks
of the SFA, young Chinese pepper farmers and others from
the little villages and rural homesteads. They had, it is be-
lieved, in this case got details of how to excavate and build
such shelters from an illustrated article in the Reader’s Digest
which described the activities of the Vietcong. Twelve months
of work had gone into the construction of this particular
‘hide’, and a night and day system of lookouts, usually either
young boys or old men stationed on surrounding hills, had
been used.

Some thirty such ‘hides’ were discovered in the months
following the Organisation’s switch to this type of activity. It
is reasonable to assume that for every one discovered a very
large number of others remained undiscovered.

The collecting of food supplies, necessitating also constant
replacement and replenishment of stocks and of drugs, ban-
dages and other medical supplies, involved large numbers of
members in forms of activity calculated to maintain their
sense of being involved in preparations for armed struggle.
So, too, did the collection of funds. From SFA units all over
the country came many thousands of dollars, the result of

89



sHEHRU O SRS
mmmu 5 u“hham d.n.m. um?u.w. N mu

1 s nuunmwwm i 4
bl 1

Hfsiiliedd mm? i

mmnmquum“ h.Mmmmmeamamwmmd.ﬁmm s
R A B
Miclukni il
THHT O UL R H A



funds, the purchase of drugs and food supplies and of barter-
able goods such as watches, pens and gold, are all seen as
forms of armed-struggle activity. More obviously falling into
this same category are the self-defence groups and armed
work-groups, which the SCO began to form in 1966 and
which are similar to those described by General Giap as
having been organised by the Vietminh in Indo-China.

Sarawak’s armed work-groups are responsible for the
digging of hides and the construction of secret store places.
Members are drawn from among the most committed Com-
munists. Lacking arms, the self-defence groups drill with
dummynﬂes,lumsomethmgoftheuseofweaponsand
spend much time in Chinese forms of ‘body toughening’ and
other activities aimed at improving their physical fitness in
readiness for the hard life in the jungle when the day comes.

For the entire membership of all the various organisations
which go to make up the movement, there is also constant
‘psychological preparation’ for the armed struggle. This takes
the form of discussion of what is involved in guerrilla war-
fare, and of continuous organisation of study courses at which
the writings of Mao Tse-tung and Che Guevara are used as
textbooks. The Organisation has also produced a handy little
pocket-size illustrated digest of Guevara’s manual of guerrilla
warfare. With its simple drawings of rifies and hand grenades
it could hardly be more elementary. But this is precisely what
is required by those for whom it has been prepared. It gives
them some knowledge of armed struggle but, equally impor-
tant, it sets ordinary SCO members thinking in terms of
their own coming involvement in jungle war and urban
terrorism. It thus contributes to the creation of a ‘guerrilla
war mentality’.

If interest and morale are to be maintained, the Organisa-
tion must demonstrate from time to time that all the talk of
armed struggle and the preparatory work for it are real, that
thocemgagedmltmnotbangkcptbusyforthcsakcof
being busy and that they are not just ‘playing soldiers’. This
is where the use of acts of terrorism—once forbidden to
Communists—comes in. The SCO has shown itself prepared

o1



A e
Jgs8 1 m 338 e -
i i
. Ch | e uu mww amm.m :

mmmmwwmwmwmmmwm wmmm } mm
it e s



village at the 18th Milestone. There the police station was
attacked and a police sergeant, brother of Stephen Kalong
Ningkan, at that time Chief Minister of Sarawak, was killed.
In the village a man, his wife and their ten-year-old son were
shot. A member of this family was also mistakenly suspected
of being an informer. Some thirty raiders were involved in
the incidents and, in all, nine civilians were killed in cold
blood.

The SCO’s clandestine publications have since shown that
the initiative, timing, planning and location of the raids were
the work of the Organisation although, since confrontation
was at that time still in progress, some of the leading per-
sonnel and most of the arms were provided by Indonesians.
The aim, as spelt out in the clandestine publications, was to
intimidate informers, obtain arms from the police, downgrade
and humiliate authority and demonstrate Communist
strength.

The police had good reason to know that the people of the
area had for long been deeply influenced by Communist
propaganda and had permitted the Organisation to grow up
among their young people to such an extent that it now
dominated the life of the entire community. There was too
much Communist activity in the area, the police maintained,
for anyone to be ignorant of what was going on. They also
knew that Communist organisations in these villages had
established contact with their comrades across the border and
that both were collaborating with the Indonesians.

By the morning of June 28, there was already sufficient
evidence that local Communists had guided the mixed raid-
ing parties to their targets. It was later established by the
police that some twenty local SCO supporters had been
directly involved one way and another in the incidents.

‘Operation Hammer', the government’s response to the
challenge, was swift and stern. Whether it was the right one
will continue to be a matter for study by those charged with
preventing a repetition of the events of that night. In the
light of the evidence in its possession, the government decided
to treat the entire Chinese population of the area as a guilty
population. There was collective guilt and so there must be
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Against all this, the people in the new villages had facilities
they had never enjoyed before and probably had never ex-
pected to have in the foreseeable future. New shops, clinics
and schools were built, there was a piped water supply with
standpipes in the streets. Preparations were made to bring
electricity into the new homes, which was an amenity none
had had before. Government and voluntary welfare organisa-
tions distributed food and clothing to the needy. Before long
some of the Natives, from whom the Chinese population were
nownsohted,wmbcgmmngtothmkaloudtbatbunga
guilty population had its compensations.

Although, after the first three-month period of considerable
hardship, the people of the three villages were given much in
the way of material assistance, there were some obvious
omissions too. These are partly explained by the speed with
which the whole operation was put into motion. There was,
for example, a purely negative ban on political activity of any
sort. But, for some time, no positive attempt was made to
create other organisations aimed at fostering a community life
for these uprooted communities. The people’s traditional
homes had been abandoned. The old pattern of life had been
broken down, but over an important period of some months
little was done towards assisting in building up a new one.
The Central Government in Kuala Lumpur was at the time
burdened with the cost of confrontation and was already
pouring into Sarawak all it could afford for development
projects. The reasons for the omissions are obvious but the
consequences were real.

Despite the police surveillance, it was not long before the
Communists were taking over. They succeeded in building
up various organisations among the people of the new villages
almost as before with SAYA cells and SFA branches meet-
ing behind the clectrified wire at night. By means of a courier
system they had contact not only with the Communists out-
side but also with the leaders over the border.

When I visited the new villages in late 1966 Communist
armed work-parties were installed in hides and dugouts in the
jungle, within a few miles of the controlled area itself, and
the Communists inside were co-operating with them. Police
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them seen from the people’s point of view was therefore no
more than a certain sort of rough revolutionary justice.

Here is something with which any government confronted
with this sort of situation must contend. The outside world
will hear about Communist ‘atrocities’ and may possibly ex-
pect these to bring in their train a wave of revulsion among
the local population. Most often this does not happen.

From the time SAYA was first brought into existence in
1954, the Communists had talked ef the importance of ‘racial
work’. Twelve years later, so far as could be established, they
had enrolled and retained in the Organisation just one Iban—
and he was soon to be in detention. A few here and there had
briefly come under their influence but only one had ‘stuck’.

Quite clearly, propaganda was not enough, but the closest
possible person-to-person contact might provide the means
for a break-through. The Organisation called for volunteers
to work in the Native areas, live with the Native people. A
trickle of volunteers infiltrated into longhouse villages. They
found life in the longhouse hard and uncongenial. But they
endured it for the cause. Articles by those engaged in this
type of ‘racial work’, which have appeared in the clandestine
press, graphically tell of the difficulties the volunteers had in
facmg unhygienically prepared and unpalatable food and
insanitary conditions.

MmyyoungChmscwhohavcgonemtothnsworkhave
returned home after periods of sickness to recuperate and
then have gone back to face the same difficulties again. For
those who go from the more remote Chinese homesteads the
transition from the one life to the other may not be quite so
difficult. Most often those who have volunteered have been
the well-instructed, deeply committed, idealistic Chinese of
the towns for whom the new life is very different and difficult
indeed.

A fairly typical example came to light when a Kuching
Chinese businessman reported to the police the disappearance
of his son. He had no idea that the boy had been involved in
Communist activity. Police enquiries, however, revealed that
the youngster, who came from a comfortable and cultured
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The problem of how to gain support for the
cause, or at any rate for its immediate declared aims,
the more backward section of the people is one
Communist partics who go over to the armed str
developing continents bave to face. And it is the one
frequently gives them the greatest difficulty. Yet it is
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was to mean anything at all, it must, in their own opinion, be
backed by an oath-taking ceremony.

tinguishing a burning incense-stick or beheading a chicken.
The wording of the oath ran like this: To unite with one
another like kith and kin in the fight against the French and
the Japanese in order to save the country and the village, and
to achieve the programme of the Vietminh; not to leave one
another in difficulties and betray the Association because of
enemies’ repression; those guilty of betrayal would face
annihilation. The one who took the ocath would plunge the
burning incense-stick into water to extinguish it’ or he would
chop off a chicken’s head with one stroke.!

This proved acceptable. Gradually party cells were set up
among the Man people. The first Man Tien to join the party
was Comrade Hoan, native of Ha Hieu, in Cho Ra, who was
later captured by ‘the imperialists’ who, says Giap, ‘tortured
him eleven times’, then finally shot him. Before his execution,
Comrade Hoan handed to his wife, who had come to wvisit
him, a drug made of tiger bone, saying, ‘Keep this drug and
pass it on to Comrade Van, when you meet him. Tell him
that I send him my best wishes and want him to take this
drug to preserve his health to be able to work.’

It is stories like these, which the Sarawak Communists read
in publications from China and Viemam and which they
circulate in the underground, and which, too, they hear fre-
quently over Radio Hanoi and Radio Peking, that help to
maintain the Sarawak Communists’ hopes as they search over
the years for a means of breaking through to the Natives.
Other Communists have had to deal with bigger problems
than theirs and have succeeded. The question, they feel, is to
a very great extent one of finding the right approach. If only
they could find this, then, with a change in the ‘objective
conditions’, the break might come.

' A Heroic People, op. cit., p. 112.
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From a study of the SCO’s regular and occasional publica-
tions emerges what one may call the anatomy of a Communist
organisation in a backward country.

YOUTH, IDEALISM AND DEDICATION

The majority of Communist recruits are young, particularly
in Sarawak. Much of the writing in the illegal publications is
therefore directed towards youthful idealism and is aimed at
harnessing this and obtaining from those who respond an
extraordinary degree of dedication.

An appeal to the idealism of the very young is made by an
obviously very young contributor in a SAYA publication
Youth News, June 1964. It is headed ‘What are your aims in
life?’ The writer contrasts bad aims with good and then says
that the Communists’ lofty aims are the correct ones. ‘Persons
of this type live so that others may live better. In other words,
they struggle for the happiness of the masses. They do not
work for fame or wealth, but in the cause of the revolution.’

The Sentinel, official organ of the Fourth Divisional Com-
mittee’s Department of Propaganda and Education, in 1963
contained a fairly typical description of a good cadre.

‘A good working cadre is a genuine Marxist who really
understands and guides the masses. He comes from the
people and goes to the people. Wherever he goes the masses
respect and support him, consider him their leader, their
lighthouse.

‘His personal interests come second to those of the masses
whose problems he is ever ready to try to solve. He knows
that if he would liberate them he must liberate himself.
Without their support the revolution would fail and he would
fail as a revolutionary.’

In another article in the same issue, a young Communist
tells of the way in which he is preparing himself for the
dangers and hardships of the armed struggle and ridding
himself of ‘liberal’ tendencies in the process.

‘At present the O is getting ready for xxx.! In order that I

! In these clandestine publications certain code letters are used, in
Roman script inserted among the Chinese characters. In publications
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Today I have found a saviour—the great Mother,
How warm and loving you are.

Would that I could spend my life in your bosom.
Till death I will protect you, my storm-beaten Mother.

Though your daughter is not tough like some,
Still with my unshakable faith

And by means of my sacred activities in the cause
I will struggle for you, the people and liberation.
Then one day will come the time

When I and the movement are unconquerable.

It seems that I would already be dead had I not been saved
By you my Mother and by the masses to whom I dedicate my-
self.

lwist; to offer my red-hot heart to you, my Mother.
I am willing to respond absolutely to my Mother’s call.

To say that this is not very far removed from the sort of
sentiments expressed, for example, in ‘T'll praise the name of
Mary” with its line “When wicked men blaspheme thee, I'll
love and bless thy name’ is to do no more than to suggest that
many of the young Sarawak Chinese give to Communism
what others give to religion. In other words, Communism
fills a spiritual vacuum in their lives.

Sugary and sentimental though the poems may be, it would
be wrong to suppose that the girls who write them are in-
capable of being very determined young revolutionaries.
Many have gone into the jungle and shown themselves to be
fearless guerrilla fighters.

In some parts of the country, there have from time to time
been drives to recruit primary school pupils, who have then
been organised into their own Small Children’s groups.

Says one cadre’s report which fell into the hands of the
police in 1963: ‘I have organised fifteen youths, several in
primary school, ages between eight and fifteen years’.

An SFA area report listed practically the entire Chinese
population of the district, from children to old men and
women, with an ideological rating of each. One girl of twelve
was listed as ‘politically innocent’ and therefore ideal for use
as a courier.
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Sentinel. In April 1966 there was an article which gave
examples setting out to prove that love and marriage are often
‘an encouragement and source of strength when the lovers
share the same truth, the same faith and the same ideals’,
In the January xgéGdemedPMNng

ccumdcstokecptharmngeamefumlkyﬁm
avoid having children (as far as possible) or else to steer clear
of love altogether by ‘overcoming their personal feelings,
thinking of O and the revolution instead of letting their
thoughts turn to their low p desires

Masses News, No. 19, January 1964, declared that
comrade has a right to make love. But he or she must
regularly to the leadership about his or her love affair.
assure comrades that they will be able to enjoy the happiness
of love if they have full and genuine confidence in the

Organisation and accept its guidance.’

WOMEN, HOME AND FAMILY

Women are seen by the Organisation as
well suited to engaging in social activity designed
sympathisers to the movement. Workers’
for mid-May 1962 suggested that this
ing funerals (the presence of large n
always much appreciated by the bereaved
funerals), visiting the sick, organising vol
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less beneficent forms of activity on which women should be
used. “Women may supply us with information about the
activities of the enemy and traitors and may sometimes serve
as couriers or cover.’

March 8, for Communists and Left-wingers throughout the
world, is International Women’s Day. Emancipation News
gave most of its space in March 1966 to a discussion on the
role of women in the armed struggle. Editorially it called
upon the women of North Kalimantan to ‘inherit and pro-
mote the great spirit of progressive women in other countries
by plunging themselves into this people’s war to fight
shoulder to shoulder with their men in order to eliminate the
enemy’.

Many Chinese parents at this time were concerned about
their teenage children who had taken to the jungle to join
the movement for armed struggle. An article by Ai Ming
addressed to these is headed: ‘Let your children join the
revolution’. It advises mothers not only to permit but actively
to encourage their children to join the revolution, ‘which is
an immensely happy and glorious undertaking’. They, too,
should join in revolutionary activities. The mother of a revo-
lutionary ‘is not only respected and loved by everyone, she
also gains the greatest possible happiness and satisfaction
from her role’.

The last item in this special Women's Day issue is a short
poem, ‘Welcome Your Heroic Fighting Children’, extolling
the revolutionary fighters in the North Kalimantan People’s
Revolutionary Army ‘who are battling their way across the
border to their homeland’. It calls on the mothers of North
Kalimantan to stand up, proudly to welcome the heroism of
their children and to assist them in destroying the enemy.

MARTYRS AND MORALE-BUILDING
Mlnynmagifttomyrcvoluuonarymovcmcntmdall
too often the Communists are given them quite unnecessarily.
There are few issues of the clandestine papers, published by
the various illegal organisations, which do not contain some
appeal to heroism.
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armed struggle.

Voice of Liberation, No. 9, May 1966, has an
headed ‘Accept Boldly the Trials of Prison Life’, which
‘Prison is the chief instrument adopted by the ruling
suppress the people. . . . Those who do not experience
life are not qualified to be called true revolutionaries.
is an arena in which revolutionaries continue their
For those who have faith in Marxism-Leninism
teachings of Mao Tse-tung it is a privilege to be
maintain struggle in such circumstances. ...

‘Comrades! Let us courageously welcome
we are arrested, we must boldly accept the trials of
and maintain struggle until the end.’

Almost every one of the underground publications
time or another has recommended members to read
byLong-phdengi-m&mh
(and a number of other languages) by the Peking
Press. Copies of this book continue to be smuggled into the
country and to turn up in almost every cache of seized docu-
ments; in 1966 the book was made required reading for all
members.
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barities of concentration camp life with
spirits”. It is said to be based on the experiences of

visited the detention camp declared that they had never seen
which looked so much like a European holiday camp!
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authors, who were imprisoned in one of Chiang Kai-shek’s
concentration camps in Chungking in South-west China. The
novel was first published in 1961, and has been made into a
film.

Most of Red Crag is given over to a portrayal of life in the
camps, ‘showing how the reactionaries use torture, hunger
and drugs to try and pry open the lips of the political
prisoners; how the invincible revolutionaries courageously
fight against all odds—and finally establish contact with the
Communist Party organisation in Chungking’.

In June 1966, Emancipation News brought out a special
‘martyrs’ edition. Typical article headings are “To be a Revo-
lutionist or a Traitor?’, ‘Attitude Towards Death’, “‘Emulate
the Revolutionary Martyrs’ and ‘To Die for the Revolution is
a Glorious Privilege’. One of these, ‘An Exemplary Fighter in
Racial Work—Our Fellow-Fighter Chan’, is intended to
prompt supporters to sacrifice for the movement by going to
work in the longhouses.

The same issue tells the story of a SAYA member who
crossed the border to be trained by the Indonesians, returned
with a party of intruders and was killed in battle. It is
headed ‘“The Hero of Batang Lupar—Koo Choo Yin’. Koo
‘courageously joined the guerrillas in the fight against the
British imperialists and their puppet soldiers. ... In a fierce
battle he braved the bullets in order to protect some of his
fellow fighters. He sacrificed himself but his revolutionary
spirit will live forever among the people’.

The Communists, incidentally, found the body of Koo,
who was killed during a Security Force operation. They ex-
humed it and reburied it in an impressive, newly-constructed
tomb with an epitaph reading: ‘Fought for the truth and died
for the truth’. They have made this tomb a centre of
veneration.

Underlying this constant campaigning around the martyrs
and those who stand firm is, one suspects, a fear that some
detainees may sooner or later talk and give away to the
authorities details of the Organisation’s generally very good
security system, and of its preparations for the armed struggle.
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This fear was—along with a thinly veiled threat.
most clearly in Workers' News, August 1963.

‘We believe’, it said, ‘that in our ranks are many
and opportunists, who, if arrested by the enemy,
able to withstand the intimidation, persuasion :
they will have to face and thus they will betray the comrades
and the Organisation. The enemy will make use of them in
order to fish up information about us and our
We should never trust the weaklings but should expose
before the people so that they will know the despicable things
they may expect of shameful running dogs.’

SELF-IMPROVEMENT

In the autumn of 1966, China’s newly formed Red Guards
were told that all were expected to read Chairman Mao's
essay In Memory of Norman Bethune.' Bethune was a mem-
ber of the Canadian Communist Party, a doctor who gave his
services to the Republican side during the Spanish Civil War.
At the outbreak of China's anti-Japanese war in 1937 he
arrived in the Chinese Communist ‘liberated areas’ at the
head of a medical corps of North American doctors. He died
in November 1939 in Wan county, Hopeh, of a discase con- 3
tracted whilst treating wounded Red Army men. The follow- o
ing month Mao Tse-tung wrote the essay in which be praised
Bethune as an cxample in self-sacrifice, enthusiasm for work
and sense of ity.

To inspire their members and boost their morale, the
NKNLL’s Voice of Liberation in May 1966 published
Mao's essay along with a brief biography of the Canadian
doctor whose name, when translated direct from the Chinese,

behind, a man who is useful to the people.’
! Selected Works of Mao Tire-tung, Volume 111, p. 104, 0p. cit.
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When the Organisation’s publications clearly showed that
members were deeply shaken by the massacre of Communists
in Indonesia, the line of the clandestine publications was that
such setbacks, though tragic, were inevitable in the ebb and
flow of the revolutionary movement. The important thing was
that Sarawak’s Communists, already over the threshold of
armed struggle, should stand firm. The response of Voice of
Liberation, March 1966, to the Indonesian situation was to
tell its readers: “We must adapt to all forms of struggle if we
are to reform society. We must come to hate the enemy more
and love the revolutionary organisation and the people with
even greater fervour. This period will then help us to culti-
vate a firm and persistent will and so give us strength to cope
with every difficulty’.

WORKERS AND PEASANTS

Typical of an underdeveloped country in which trade
unionism is very new, Sarawak has a large number of small
unions. In early 1964, for example, there were thirty-six
regional trade unions whose combined membership totalled
less than 15,000. The Communists’ main strength in the
unions was in Kuching and Sibu. The unions which the
Communists controlled were the industrial ones, almost en-
tirely Chinese. Their influence was minimal in seven unions,
with a combined membership of approximately 6,500, mainly
Natives in government employment. Already the experience
of Venezuela was being repeated in Sarawak: with so much
talk of armed struggle there was a tendency for less thought
to be given to the unions by the movement as a whole, and
some of the older Communists, whose main work was sup-
posed to be in the unions, tended to feel that they and their
activities were seemingly of decreasing importance.

The inherent conflict in the new Communist line of
attempting to keep the two forms of struggle running parallel
can be seen in an article in Voice of Liberation, April 1965.
This lists the current tasks of comrades within the labour
movement as follows:

(a) efficiently carry out political and educational work within
the Organisation itself.
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The need to make a worker-peasant alliance the basis for a
broader national front was outlined in an article which

worker-peasant
broader front must be created on the basis of a worker-farmer
ﬂﬁmwhkbmitgdmchnandmhmu




force of the revolution. ...’ ‘Many of our combatant friends
who were working in the open’, it went on, ‘have now gone
into hiding in the farm villages and have received protection
from our farming brothers and sisters. Because of this, in
spite of having wasted a lot of time and energy, the enemy’s
spies and police running dogs are still unable to catch them.’

EBB AND FLOW OF ARMED STRUGGLE

At the time of the Brunei revolt, in December 1962, and
whilst fighting was still continuing in Brunei and in the Fifth
Division of Sarawak, the Communist leaders put out their
first directive committing the Organisation somewhat hesi-
tantly to a policy of running the armed struggle and constitu-
tional struggle side by side.

The Organisation was worried by the arrests and deten-
tions, and feared the consequences if and when more should
come. One contributor wrote: ‘Our Organisation is still young
and compared with the experienced Communist parties of
the world it is still very naive and unsound in some
Our Organisation is very weak by comparison with the class
enemy but the colonial rulers have by numerous intrigues
created conditions which they hope will enable them to
destroy our Organisation in a single blast. All this has led to
a most serious trial for us. Only by making great efforts
to cultivate cadres, expand the organisation, lay a strong
foundation by spreading our work widely, can our heavy and
arduous tasks be performed’.

Not all those who contributed to the underground press
were as realistic in their approach to the strength of the
colonial power. Reading their publications over the years, one
frequently is reminded of the fact that hardly any members
of the Organisation have ever travelled outside isolated little
Sarawak—of the very few who have done so it is doubtful if
more than one or two have been further than Singapore.

Masses News in April 1963 declared that ‘the British im-
perialists are an isolated group in the world today. They are
without allies whilst we can count on receiving support from
all the newly independent countries and all the socialist
countries in the world’.
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united, it is possible to
therefore the giants who will :
can only be achieved by the popular forces”.

Most of the articles in the July 1963 issue of Masses News

contained threats to spies and provocateurs within the move-
ment. Said Masses News (April 1963): “Those who surrender
to the enemy or put themselves in opposition to us will never
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pumuyw:frfuﬁnAnmm' who are increasingly turning to
are’.

Practical help for those going into the armed struggle came
with ‘How to Handle a Rifie’ in Trumpet News of January
1964, issued by the ‘General Staff of the People’s Liberation
Army’. This was a reprint from a Peking publication Science
Fortnightly. Other articles extolled the victories of the Viet-
cong and recalled the ‘successful military struggle of the
people in Kenya’.

Trumpet News found it necessary to restrain some mem-
bers: ‘Some comrades are too anxious to launch into the
armed struggle. They are of the opinion that it will bring
glory to themselves when they go off to the battle front to
kill the enemy. Some entertain the false idea that imperialism
can be defeated without much difficulty’.

After the abortive coup in Indonesia came the mass killings
of members of the PKI, which continued for months. The
end of confrontation came officially on August 11, 1966. It
follows that this period was one of considerable anxiety for
Sarawak’s Communists. For them, the fall of the mighty
Communist Party of Indonesia was almost unbelievable; the
massacre of Communists shocked them and before long there
were stories that this was spreading to Kalimantan, in the
areas where the Organisation’s members were active. The
leaders had now to deal with a problem of fast-falling morale.

An article entitled “The Indonesian Political Situation and
the Revolution in our own Country’, in Workers’ and
Farmers’ News, May 2, 1966, admitted ‘the cruel persecution
of the PKI and also the revolutionary forces of Malaya and
North Kalimantan now in Indonesia’ by what were described
as ‘right-wing elements in collusion with the imperialists’.
Wistfully it noted that ‘before the coup, the political situation
in Indonesia had been very favourable to our revolutionary
forces. The Indonesian government, inspired by the PKI,
:nd actively given military assistance to our revolutionary
orces’.

The mid-July issue of the same publication gloomily
predicted that ‘when the so-called peace has been ushered in
by the reactionary régimes of Malaya and Indonesia, both
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will be able to concentrate all their energies and cor
cach other to sweep out the revolutionary forces',

There was a new concentration upon the importance of
unity of the three Borneo States and for the eventual spr

spreading revolutionary st
Recently ‘the people have again requested this k
merger’. The idea of the formation of a ‘North
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Unitary State’ had been generally accepted by the people, who
therefore, in all three States, now had a common objective—
‘to establish a new country by means of armed struggle’.

The Vietnamese experience has shown that nationalism
probably provides the most fruitful means by which Com-
munists in such areas can awaken and maintain the support
of the people for armed struggle. The emphasis on the goal
of a unitary state of North Kalimantan was clearly intended
to inject into the movement at the moment of ‘low ebb’ a
new clement of nationalism, which would appeal to all races.

In order to emphasise this goal still further, the North
Kalimantan National Liberation League was created. The
first issue of Voice of Liberation, published in March 1965,
issued a resounding rallying call: ‘Comrades! The founding
of the NKNLL indicates that the revolutionary struggle
waged by the North Kalimantan people has developed to a
new phase. Its aim is to liberate the people of North Kali-
mantan’. Editorially—and against all the facts—the paper
declared that unity of the people of North Kalimantan and
the people’s struggle both have the full support of progressive
countries and people the world over.

Particularly useful to the movement, because it made
members feel that the armed struggle was a reality, was the
‘18th Mile Incident’, the series of terrorist raids on the night
of June 27, 1965. And the resettlement of the ‘guilty’ popu-
lation of the area into new villages gave the Communists a
new ‘agitational issue’ upon which to campaign.

Voice of Liberation for carly August 1965 was devoted to
countering the effects of ‘Operation Hammer’ and the govern-
ment’s resettiement project. An editorial article declared that
the people who had been killed during the raids were ‘either
enemy police or their running dogs’. The helplessness of the
enemy in the face of attack of this sort, the article said, had
been exposed by their failure to trace the people involved in
the incident.

Although the underground press shows that there was some
disagreement, and certainly much discussion concerning the
choice of location for the raids, it is quite evident that they
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stiffened morale within the movement itself and carried




Failure to make any significant headway with the Natives
is repeatedly deplored and members are urged, by precept
and example, to leave everything to go out and engage in
racial work.

‘Up to the present, we still have not a single member or
cadre of their own blood among the Dayaks’, said Workers’
and Farmers’ News in May 1962. ‘There is not even one
single, lonely activist.” Then came a call to heroic missionary
activity. “We must go and live as they. Their food is indeed
unclean and insanitary but for the sake of our work we must
trust them and express a liking for it.’

A similar call came in Masses News, April 1963, in an
article headed ‘Life Among the Masses’. The writer had, he
said, gone to live and work with the Ibans. ‘Some say mem-
bers of our brother race, the Dayak race, are barbarous and
hard to deal with. ... However, the fact is that it has been
proved that we can befriend them and live with them like
brothers, provided that we are determined to strive for this,
mankind’s most glorious enterprise. We must be prepared to
go through thick and thin together with our brothers of the
other races, to be concerned over their problems, their dail
necessities. Comrades! Do you still remember the promises
you made when you took your oath,’ voluntarily to work for
all races? Now is the time for action!’

Another article calls upon members of the farmers’ associa-
tion to volunteer to go to the rural people of both races, but
particularly to the Dayaks, in groups ‘to do hair-cutting for
the people’. Incidentally, the response to this call was con-
siderable and has continued over the years, despite the fact
that the barber has always been seen as being at the very
bottom of the Chinese social ladder. Those who volunteered
for the hair-cutting groups were taking an opportunity not
only to spread the word among the Dayaks, but also to
demonstrate that they were prepared to humble themselves
utterly and completely for the revolution.

! The mid-May 1962 issue of Workers’ and Farmers’ News noted in
passing that members of SFA ‘take an oath of loyalty before the
portraits of Marx, Engels, Lenin’. Each of the other organisations with-
in the movement has its own oathtaking ceremony.

117






IO
What They Read

DURING THE YEARS that followed the ending of the
Emergency in Malaya in 1960 I watched the steady decline
in the calibre of the new generation of followers of the
CPM who were functioning inside the country’s democratic
organisations.

Until 1966, contact with the recognised leaders on the
other side of the Thai border was poor. No day-to-day, or
even week-by-week, guidance came to the members of the
satellite organisations who had the difficult task of illegally
promoting Communism in schools, trade unions and other
political parties. This clearly made things harder for them.

But by far their greatest handicap was that they were
obliged to try to train raw new members as good Marxist
cadres, with practically none of the literature normally avail-
able to Communist parties elsewhere to help them. The sale
of Marxist works for political purposes was prohibited by
government. Existing stocks had been seized by the police,
and Special Branch had achieved a high degree of success in
preventing Communist publications from coming into the
country. Over a period of years, such books and pampbhlets as
the members possessed wore out and were not replaced. A
few cyclostyled pages from the writings of Mao Tse-tung,
Lenin or Stalin would pass from hand to hand until they
were tattered and unreadable. To try to build up an organisa-
tion that would see itself as part of the international revolu-
tionary army was in these circumstances an almost impossible
task. It was like attempting to run an army staff college with
no library, no reading room and no text books or military
manuals,

When I went to backward, isolated Sarawak I expected to
find that the members of its relatively new Communist
Organisation (not yet even elevated to Party status) would
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Under the ‘literature’ heading came Lenin’s essay on Com-
munist journalism and a guide to ‘how to hsueh-hsih the
noble personality of Stalin’.

A police haul in another part of the country unearthed a
library of eighty books, buried at scattered points in the
jungle, each in its separate polythene bag. There were Com-
munist classics, books on guerrilla warfare and others on
philosophy and science. Since this was the library of an
illegal organisation, borrowers would have to get their books
through a complicated system which enabled no single
borrower to come directly in touch with the key man, the
librarian.

When the Organisation was first building up a non-stop
campaign, aimed in particular at relatives of the political
detainees, alleging that tortures and atrocities occurred in the
detention camp, the English edition of Henri Alleg’s book
The Question was translated into Chinese inside the deten-
tion camp and it turned up in many secret library lists. In
The Question, Alleg, a French-Algerian Communist news-
paperman, tells the story of his own experience of tortures at
the hands of the French in the prisons of Algeria. Before
long, the identical tortures were being alleged in the Organisa-
tion’s propaganda against the Sarawak detention camp
authorities.

ARMED STRUGGLE LITERATURE

There are certain titles that are included in practically
every library unearthed by the security authorities, and in
every reading list published by the Communists in their
clandestine press. These are Strategic Problems of Chind’s

7 War and Strategic Problems in the Anti-
Japanese Guerrilla War, both by Mao Tse-tung, and Guerrilla
Warfare by Che Guevara.

Anyone who takes the subject of guerrilla warfare seriously
today, no matter whether he be Sarawakian Communist,
Angolan nationalist or Western anti-Communist, must read
Mao Tse-tung. Recognising this, the Foreign Languages
Press, Peking, in 1963 brought together within two covers
everything Chairman Mao had written on the question under
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and his words ‘a single spark can start a prairie fire’ recur
over and over again in SCO literature.

In contrast to Lenin’s ‘Never play with revolution’ we have
Mao’s ‘As to the moment for starting the preparation, the
general advice is “better too early than too late™’.

Every Communist today knows by heart Mao’s sixteen-
word formula: ‘enemy advances, we retreat; enemy halts, we
harass; enemy tires, we attack; enemy retreats, we pursue’.
This is no doubt an excellent formula for a guerrilla army,
but its constant reiteration by Communists in a country like
Sarawak can lead to their feeling that it is all a good deal
easier than it really is. Strategic Problems of China’s Revolu-
tionary War is full of passages like: “We defeat the many with
the few—this we say to all the rulers of China. Yet we also
defeat the few with the many—this we say to the separate
units of the enemy forces that we meet on the battlefield’.

It is all very encouraging for Communists raring to fight.
But nowhere in this book does Mao Tse-tung really spell out
just how one goes into the armed struggle, what is involved
in guerrilla warfare and how one conducts it from day to day.

His Strategic Problems in the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla War,
which the SCO also spends a lot of time studying, is of not
much more help in this respect. This book, like the other,
helps to create a disposition to go over to the armed struggle,
it assists the process of ‘ideological preparation’ for guerrilla
war and in ‘creating the right attitude’, but it can hardly be
described as a basic textbook for guerrilla fighters.

Mao stresses the importance of surprise attacks, swift
actions, quick decisions in battle. He emphasises the dangers
of passive defence, delay and dispersal of forces immediately
before combat. In guerrilla war there is not just one big
decisive battle in which power is seized, but many battles.
Seizing the enemy’s main stronghold comes only at the very
end of the armed struggle. So guerrillas must know that to
‘gather a big force to strike at a small enemy sector remains
one of the principles for field operations’.

Such advice as this may have an immediate usefulness to a
€ommunist organisation involved in armed struggle. But
much of this refers directly to the experience of a powerful
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government behind them. For such people it may be difficult
to appreciate just how great an impact it can have on the
minds of the politically unsophisticated in a country with no
experience of democracy and where political parties are still
new and the party system has still to be fully appreciated.

It is not surprising that from the start the Chinese
youngsters in Sarawak thought and talked of armed struggle
and on the first occasion that the ‘enemy’ attacked them at
all seriously they immediately decided that the only answer
lay in the barrel of a gun. It is a disturbing thought that the
leaders of the Communist parties now coming into existence
all over Africa, in newly-independent countries where
democracy was hitherto unknown, soon begin to talk in the
same terms.

Right under the noses of the guards, Communists in
Sarawak’s detention camp in 1963 translated Che Guevara’s
book Guerrilla Warfare from English into Chinese, then
smuggled it out to the Organisation.

This translation has since been cyclostyled over and over
again by the Organisation, and turns up regularly among the
‘seized documents’ which clutter the country’s police stations.

There is an important difference between Che Guevara’s
book on guerrilla warfare and those by Mao Tse-tung. Mao
was providing guidance for his own followers whilst their
fight was still in progress. Che Guevara’s aim, on the other
hand, was specifically to provide a textbook deliberately in-
tended for Communist revolutionaries going over to armed
struggle.

Its value is for the ordinary little peasants and urban
dwellers who, with no war experience or military background
of any sort, take up their guns at the party’s command and
head into the jungle. Guevara's book may seem elementary to
a man with a background provided by a military academy
and staff college. But it contains exactly what the little
amateur with the shotgun needs.

What do the Communists in the developing areas learn
from Guevara? Guerrilla Warfare begins with a resounding
three-fold affirmation that popular forces can win against an
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cow has shown itself willing when it suits its purpose to
encourage those who listen to this message, and Peking almost
daily incites them to act on it. Something new and very im-
portant has entered into Communist thinking. Its full reper-
cussions have yet to be felt.

There can be no doubt that Cuba, and Guevara’s message,
have had a profound effect upon Communist thinking else-
where. This is in no way to minimise the impact made by the
military and political writings of Mao Tse-tung: for obvious
reasons, this is at its greatest when his books are read by
Communists of Chinese origin in South-East Asia. But when
Communists today take the decisive step of committing them-
selves to armed struggle, then for the really down-to-earth
hints of the type that the Communist insurgents of Malaya
and the Philippines lacked, it is to Guevara that they must,
and do, turn.

Significantly, in all the great mass of captured SCO
material which has come into the hands of the security auth-
orities, at no time, so far as I can ascertain, has General Giap’s
People’s War, People’s Army turned up, although the Com-
munists have tape-recorded many items on the Vietnamese
experience broadcast by Radio Peking and Radio Hanoi, then
transcribed and reproduced them in their publications. I have
been able to trace only one instance of Indonesian General
Nasution's Fundamentals of Guerrilla Warfare being used for
study, even though members of the SCO were fighting
shoulder to shoulder with the Indonesians during the con-
frontation period.

If we ask what in particular moulds the thinking of those
Communists who may possibly go over to guerrilla warfare in
the foreseeable future, the answer is the writings of Che
Guevara and Mao Tse-tung. These add up to an explosive
mixture which may yet bring additional suffering to areas that
have already suffered enough.

The SCO’s clandestine publications and captured docu-
ments reveal no ebb and flow of support commensurate with
the ebb and flow of the ‘objective conditions’ against the
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PART III

Roots of Guerrilla Warfare
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II
Where the Roots Grow

AT ONE PERIOD during the Hukbalahap rebellion in the
Philippines, a group of Huks, led by Luis Taruc, were being
driven by the security forces ever deeper into unexplored parts
of the jungle-covered Zambales Mountains. Hopelessly lost,
the Huks were faced with the very real possibility that they
might die of starvation. Then they had the good fortune to
fall in with some friendly little Negritos—four feet high,
curly-headed pygmies, naked except for a narrow ‘G-string’.
The Negritos shared edible leaves with them, showed them
their own jungle tracks and, accompanying them on their way,
set them back on course again.

The first sign that the group were approaching human habi-
tations was a straying caribao, or water buffalo. The Huks
killed the caribao. The period of semi-starvation was at an
end. When they offered to share the beast with the Negritos
the little men replied that since they preferred the intestines
they would be content with these; the Huks were welcome
to have the rest of the meat.

That night Huks and pygmies feasted together. When the
meal was over, Taruc decided that he should seize the oppor-
tunity for a little Communist propaganda. ‘Help us in our
fight’, he told them, ‘and then, when victory comes, you will
be able to feast on intestines every day and you'll have free-
dom too.’

The spokesman for the Negritos rose to reply. ‘Sir,’ he said,
‘we don’t know or care much about freedom but if we could
have more intestines we would be quite content.’

Many people will feel that this story which Taruc told
me in his prison cell sums up quite a lot of what can be said
about the appeal of Communism in the developing areas.
‘Stomach Communism’, as it has been called, can be exagger-
ated, but it does exist, and the Communists have frequently
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been helped by people who have never had the chance
mioythadegneoﬂmwhichembbmtoult‘
ing about such abstract things as freedom. This is true
i ly for the fast-growing lumpen-proletariat, the property-
dreaming of better worlds and new societies. The limit of their
thinking is: where is tomorrow’s meal coming from? How can

of truth in this in periods of normalcy. In times of
however, the lumpen-proletariat may be swayed by
gogues, sent off on the rampage by inflammatory
of cither the Right or the Left.



association with Communism. The intellectually hungry, too,
turn up in significant numbers among the leaders. These
include frustrated men who see society as the cause of their
unrealised hopes and so turn their resentment against the
social order into which they have been born.

The proportion of these may be expected to be particularly
large in a developing society in which the spread of education
has outpaced development. The spiritually hungry are those
who have quarrelled with the religion into which they have
been born, or have never found a faith which could satisfy
them, and so they fill the vacuum in their lives by giving to
Communism what others give to God. These may exist in
exceptional numbers where ancient patterns of life and age-
old religious sanctions are crumbling under the impact of a
new, alien, materialistic culture,

A complete list of the political, economic, social and human
roots of Communism in developing countries would be a
catalogue of all those countries’ most pressing problems. But
there are some which, as experience has shown, either serve
the Communist cause particularly well or can be used by the
Communists to get support for their armed struggle and are
worth underlining.

At the top of the list of those things which can be used to
create Communist guerrilla war situations must come nation-
alism, expressed in terms of resentment of foreign domination
or interference, and sometimes more narrowly as anti-
Ammcamsmorbostihtytotthmmgmml.’l‘h:snsm
part a legacy of the colonial period although it may be found
today in countries which never knew colonial rule. Both Marx
and Lenin saw the value of linking the fight against colonial-
ism with the fight for Communism. They believed that there
was an irreconcilable conflict of interests between the colonial
peoples and the colonising powers. Lenin in particular thought
that this would be resolved by bloody struggle.

In practice, a majority of the former colonies obtained their
freedom without serious bloodshed. Only one group of Com-
munist leaders, in North Vietnam, succeeded in linking the
nationalist appeal to the Communist cause in such a way as to
bring a Gommunist government to power. Most often the
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that a country may be politically independent yet still
economically dependent.

The Communists have been quick to seize upon this. Thus
Latin American countries which for a century and a half have
been politically independent are nonctheless represented
ist propaganda as ‘neo-colonies’ of the United States.
Almost every ill with which a Latin American country is
beset is attributed to dollar imperialism.

It is too early to be able to predict whether over a long
puiodmbniﬂisn‘wmbcmd:wmmamh
cause more effectively than did colonialism. What is impor-
tant to us here is that the Communists believe
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' See He Who Rides the Tiger by Luis Taruc, Frederick A. '
New York, 1967, p. 73 and Guerrilla & Counter-Guerrilla Warfare
William ]. Pomeroy, International Publishers, New York, p. 65.
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French colonial rule. From the Communists’ point of view
the important thing is that it should be possible to represent
the local government as the puppet of a Great Power.

No one can doubt that Thailand’s military defences against
both the internal and external threat of Communism are
strengthened by the build-up of American forces there. But
against this one has to set the fact that the American presence
demonstrably helps to breed anti-Americanism, which the
Communists then exploit. So while on the one hand it may
become more difficult for the insurgents in the north-east to
get very far with their rebellion, Communism begins to
emerge as an organised force in other areas, such as in the
vicinity of Bangkok itself, where previously it was practically
non-existent. Thailand’s government, which traditionally has
been more independent than most, is now represented by the
Communists as America’s puppet and the spectre of neo-
colonialism is used to disturb the peace of mind of liberals
and patriots.

The arrogant, insensitive, or just plain ignorant Western
tourist, the big monopoly anxious to drive a hard bargain,
and the Western government quick to intervene in other
countries’ affairs may cach play a part in bringing recruits
to Communism in the developing countries today.

Land hunger is probably the second most valuable ally of
any Communist Party contemplating going over to the use
of the gun. If, the Communists reason, both the agrarian revo-
lution and the national revolution can be harnessed to the
Communist cause then the three most dynamic political
forces in the modern world are moving along together. As
we have seen from our study of Sarawak and from the
Chinese and Cuban experiences, the Communists recognise
that they must have the peasants either on their side or, at
the very least, neutralised if they are to stand any chance of
success in a guerrilla war.

I recall a conversation I had with Colonel Thao' in Viet-
nam in 1962. The Colonel, who at one time fought with the
Viet Minh but was now governor of a province in the South,

1 Colonel Thao subsequently led one of Vietnam’s many abortive
coups and was then hunted down and killed by government forces.

135



had remained close enough to the peasants still to be on
speaking terms with those who worked in their paddy fields
by day and fought with the Vietcong at night.

Colonel Thao told me that on one occasion he went through
the villages asking the people why it was that they were pre-
pared to risk death and even torture under interrogation by
associating with the Viet Cong. In practically every case, he
said, the answer had something to do with land
Land hunger led them to feel that life was so intolerable that
it was worth any risk to support a cause which offered some
hope, no matter how faint, of more land and, therefore, a
better life for the people.

I recall, too, an occasion when I met some 170 captured
local leaders and commanders of the Hukbalahap in the mili-
tary jail to which they had been seatenced. For hours on end
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punindrivinghundredsofthouundsofrunlpeopleinovu-
crowded Java into support for the PK1 in the days before the
party’s violent downfall. The Vietnamese Communist Party,
Dang Lao-Dong (Vietnamese Workers’ Party) which from
the start mirrored the common people’s highest hopes and
deepest aspirations in its propaganda, in 1951 wrote into its
statutes that its mission was ‘to eliminate the invading im-
perialists, to suppress the remains of feudal and semi-feudal
rule, and to implement the principle ‘to each his own piece
of land...” "} The inequitable distribution of land in Latin
America has been a gift to the Communists there. Even in
Europe, it constituted an important part of the background
to the events leading up to the Spanish Civil War? It is
this probably more than anything else which has given
Communism its supporters in the countryside. Land has
become dynamite.

Formﬂyundcrsnndablcrusomtbereisades&efor
rapid change in every developing country today. But even
when mdwbcrcaidisreocivedonavastscale,age-old
traditions, deep-rooted habits and conventions frequently
putlbnkconthcspccdaxwhichsustﬁneddcvelopmcnt
can occur. A country whose whole economy rests upon the
export of raw materials cannot, with the best will in the
world, industrialise quickly. The human needs may be urgent
but the rate of progress will be infuriatingly slow for those
whohaveplacedthdrhopaohbettalifeuponit.

Communist propagandists are very conscious of this con-
flict between hopes and realities—what President John F.
Kennedy called the revolution of rising expectations. The
Communists’ claim that only under socialism can the people’s
hopes be realised has brought them many a convert. But, to
bdancetbepicmre,itisﬂsomxmtlgrowingmlisation
that even Communist dictatorial rule is, quite demonstrably,
no guarantee of an overnight change from feudalism to a

! See The Two Viet-Nams, Second Revised Edition, Bernard B.
Fall, Pall Mall Press, London, 1967, p. 180.

'SeeTthhallNocPan,Dolomlburmi(Lleinlﬁa),
Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1966, p. 86f.
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Exploitation of the problems experienced by the
proletariat of the towns helps to give the Communists
‘city bases’. It is fundamental to Marxist-Leninist belief
it is the proletariat, the industrial workers, who should
the leading role in the fight for Communism. But if
togcxthcpictminpaweainwemm
practice the Communists have not been notably
with this new class in recent years. And it is a fact—and one
which Moscow does not let Peking forget—that 1)
the teachings of Marx and Lenin, Mao Tse-tung long
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unions and among the city workers. It has led to tensions
between party members engaged in the two forms of struggle.
Communists of both the Moscow and Peking camp must be
expectedtousefor their own purposes every bad industrial
situation, to conduct agitations for higher wages and better
conditions and to lead resistance, where they can, to any
attempt to depress working class standards. Their willingness
to sacrifice their own personal positions understandably leads
to their coming to the top in time of trouble. They are, there-
fore, always liable to achieve a break-through.

But experience tends to show that this is most likely to
occur where human relations have for long been bad. An
infant industrialism still tends to be an inhuman one. As it
matures, so it becomes more easily open to reform. It is
noteworthy that in Singapore, for example, the number of
Communist-led industrial disputes (which once had very
pronounced political overtones) has visibly declined as con-
ciliation machinery and good labour laws have come into
being. The Communist Party of Malaya would find it more
difficult to make the city of Singapore its ‘town base’ today
than it did when it started its insurrection in 1948.

When one considers the numerical strength of the different
social classes in the developing areas it is reasonable to sug-
gest that the Communists have recruited more successfully
among the newly educated ‘middle class’ group than among
the working class. One of the problems of any developing
country is that you can educate people more quickly than
you can develop society to absorb and effectively use them.
This leads almost inevitably to the growth of a substantial
group which, for want of a better term, one may call the
frustrated intellectuals. Communism feeds upon the frustra-
tions of the educated group. Many of the new countries have
a pool of educated unemployed, or under-employed, and still
larger numbers of frustrated, discontented and disillusioned
men and women in jobs which do not adequately use the
education they have received.!

! See Hammer, op. cit., p. 73, for the educated Vietnamese as
‘second-class citizen’ in colonial Indo-China.
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Here we have a very real human problem. Many of
people are ones whose families sacrificed for
them the education which it was believed would

proportion of Communist leaders in developing countries are
drawn from it.
The mood of restlessness and frustration frequently comes




country knows that many people have placed their hopes upon
him. He must not, dare not, let them down, yet he knows that
the chances of this happening are high indeed.

Thirty years ago it was unusual for anyone under the age
of seventeen to join the Communist Party. It is quite normal
in developing countries today to find fifteen-year-olds and
sixteen-year-olds organised in cells within their schools.
Communist organisation has been successfully built up, for
example, in the high schools of Venezuela and the Chinese
middle schools in Singapore and Malaysia whose students
gave active support to the guerrillas in the jungle. The illicit
character of their activities gives such schoolboy organisations
an added attraction, meeting the desire for romance and
adventure normal to a healthy adolescent. At thar age it is
quite casy to see involvement in secret, illegal activities as a
proof of high-mindedness and the leaders of such a move-
ment as so many Robin Hoods.

Experience in Malaysia has shown that students who have
been organised into Communist cells while they were at
middle school tend still to be active when they go on to Nan-
yang University. They have become too deeply involved to
be able to pull out even though by the time they reach
university many have come to recognise that their commit-
ment to the movement conflicts with their studies, and so
with their future careers, and may quite possibly end in
expulsion.

Where the Communist Party is illegal, Communism tends
to have the added appeal of a forbidden subject. As with sex,
it is probably better to bring it out into the open and put
it on to the curriculum in some way. The teaching of civics
and the discussion of world affairs in the classroom a few
ycmagoalmos:ccmmlyoonm‘butedtoreduangd:eCom—
munist influence and undenmmng Communist organisation
among schoolgirls and boys in Malaysia.

The problem of Communism in schools is likely to be
particularly acute where there is a minority group which
already has a language problem. This is particularly true of
the overseas Chinese of South-East Asia who have for long
been conscious of the need for education. The tragedy was
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Malay minority in South Thailand, against the Malayan
border, has given the Communist Party of Malaya the chance
to gain longed-for experience in administering a predomi-
nantly Muslim area.

According to Wilfred G. Burchett,' the Diem government’s
mishandling of the Kor and Hre tribes produced the first
organised violence in the second phase of the Vietnam war.
The Communists were quick to make the most of it.

It must be expected that if the Communist Party ever be-
comes a serious, organised force in Africa this will be one of
the means by which it will create the disunity and political
turbulence which Communists believe is conducive to the
growth of their movement and to the creation of local guer-
rilla war situations. In almost every African country there is
at least one alienated, outside group, a racial or tribal minority
which has not been fully absorbed into the new society and
which has its own special grievances.

Newly independent governments, anxious to put all they
have into the most rapid possible development and, there-
fore, liable to begrudge every diversion from this urgent task,
can be as neglectful—or resentful—of their minorities as were
colonial governments. But the neglect or persecution of a
minority group can, taking the long view, prove to be a costly
business.

Under-administered areas can be ideal breeding grounds
for guerrilla groups. Nothing helped the growth of the Sara-
wak Communist Organisation in its early days more than the
fact that Sarawak had for long been one of the most under-
administered countries in the world. It was easy to think of
it as a peaceful little backwater which could almost be left
to run itself provided that the various racial groups were
balanced off against each other. The most advanced group
was, as we have noted, also the least assimilated one and
it was the one with the most pressing land problems. This
contributed significantly to a seemingly idyllic situation being
changed in a few years into a highly explosive one.

! Vietnam: Inside Story of the Guerrilla War, International Pub-
lishers, New York, 1965, p. 120f.
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in my opinion a very important one, is the boredom and
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tionally the village community was a conservative one.
Tmymnammmw&hd&
room. It is not that the youngsters emerge
from the little Mm?m jungle's edge, or the larger ones
to which they travel in the nearest town, find life intolerable
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where, as is usual, there is no lighting in the home other than
an oil lamp and no street lighting at all—even where there are
any roads to light.

It does not require much imagination to see that life can
ukeonancwdimsionfortheyoungxterwho,livingin
such circumstances, joins a revolutionary movement. Sud-
dcnlylifcisgivcnmeaningmdpuxpose.'l‘hcmonotonyof
(hclong,dnrkcveningsiscnded.lndwd,asdxeexpericnce
of the SCO shows, the hours of darkness become ones of
excitement and intense activity. The jungle, which formerly
cnmpcdnndmtriaedlifcforthwcwhowmeompdledto
cxistoniufringa,becomaaphcewhmgxmsanbe
hidden, hides dug, illegal libraries buried and clandestine
papers produced. The very backwardness of life in the remote
arca can now contribute to the appeals of Communism where
in the past it would have been seen as a barrier to it.

Corruplxbnislfumreoflifeinmostdevdopingcotmuia.
It has served the cause of Communism well. In China it
brought support to the Communists and their Red Army and
spmddclcmionoflhc(]ﬁangl(ﬁ-sbckrégimetmongnst
numbers of people who knew little about politics but who had
lamedfmmhardcxpaicnoethuwhetemuptionisﬁfe
it is the man at the bottom who suffers most. The Commun-
ists’ promise to deal roughly with those guilty of corruption
was guaranteed a sympathetic response. Corruption in Thai-
hndhuhdpedtowinsupponforCommunimamongsome
oflhcbcnatypcsofyoungpcopleofmiddle-dmoﬁgin
wbohavemedagnimtilmdlmongthepootwhohne
suffered from it.

In Laos it widened the gulf between rulers and ruled. The
Viet Minh benefited by the corrupt character of the Bao Dai
régimeinVicmam,mdtthictCongbythecompﬁon—
and misgovernment—which flourished under Ngo Dinh
Diem. The corruption and decadence of former collaborators
who misgoverned the Philippines in the first post-war years
bearpun,atlust,oftbemponn’bilityfonhel-lukinsmrec-
tion.Nothingconuibutamo:etod:ecreationamongthe
ounmonpeopleofthn‘them’md&u’mimdemgovemmmt
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theyuutedunhosﬁlepopulnion.'l‘heydmoyed
villages, feasted off their livestock, made free with
daughters—and then wondered why no one would
them information about the guerrillas’ whereabouts.
American advisers were telling them that what was needed
was a hearts-and-minds campaign, but there was little hope of
beinglblctocreatcanewandfmunbleimagcinm
arcas where the security forces had already operated. In a
Communist-led guerrilla war the defenders of the status quo
resort to terror from fear, the poor who support the insur-
rectioo,fromhamd.Butthesidewhichmmwithdem

their
their

give
Soon

the dramatic gesture when he initiated imaginatively con-
ceived, well-publicised local reforms in the areas from which
the Huks drew their strongest support. But this is something
dauuﬁonuyule,formpnynymkﬂledinm:ir-cmsh
and before long, with the Huk rebellion crushed, many of the
schemes he launched were being allowed to wither.
TodaytheHuhmacﬁveagnininthosemncmBut
it is going to be immensely more difficult to get as great a
publicrcsponsetomchgmumaseoondtime.Onoesmmd
thcymustbemninnined.'rbepublicneedsvisiblcevideme
that the authorities know and care about the problems of the
common people, that they are attempting to find the answers
and will continue to do so even after the Communist threat

Governments who are saddled with a Communist organisa-
tion which is making preparations for the armed struggle, or
who already have a guerrilla war on their hands, tend to ask
what reforms they can introduce which will cut the ground
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activeinVictmm,‘I‘haﬂmd.Mnhysia,Buma,thePhilip-
pines, Venezuela, Guatemala, Bolivia, Colombia. There are
pmbablynfcwguaﬁlhbtndsstﬂlactiveinl’au,l!cuadm,
tthcpublicofHonduus,NonhBuzil.Thcremybcsome
in process of formation, despite all that the Communist Party
ollndonaiahnsuﬂaedinreccmyan,inpunof]m
Tchommunisugivcthcirsuppontoguaﬁllunowundcx
training or actually being infiltrated into the Republic of
South Africa, Rhodssia, Angola, Mozambique, Portuguese
Guina.Byncxtwackthislistmybetoolongortooshmt.
lnconmwixhtbeﬁrstpost-warywstheamedmgglc
thcscdnystcndsrobcsnncd,alhdoﬁmdthm,mlybe,
started again.

If Communists in developing countries, applying the
Lhnisuachingonlhcmeofviolencensmemlydﬂdoped,
mpoodtothcaﬂo(Mmow,Pcking,Hxvmdemoim
mtomegummdthciungla,whutdothcygofrun

?

Russia still talks the language of revolution but one is in-
ausinglyformdtothecondusionthnberwoﬁkmuima
lack a certain warmth and sincerity. For millions the very
wordMomwbuforlongbecnsynonymomwiththcrcvoh
oftheoppmed.’l"beworldmovementsbebadedwlsthe
great movement of revolt. Yet Moscow’s leaders clearly have
misgivingstodnyastowbethertheguerrﬂhmmdmof
national liberation to which they still give theoretical and
verbdsuppmmaynotinpncticeoonﬂictwiththeovenll
strategy of peaceful co-existence.

Rusia’nepuuﬁonpmpubutometheumembu-
hry,mketheamemolutionuynoisaasinthepast.But
the world has changed. A war fought with nuclear weapons
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munist League) of March 19, 1967, as an attack on ‘all
opponents of the imperialist-Rahman puppet set-up’. The
Malayan Monitor's* headline read: ‘Indonesian, Malayan and
North Kalimantan revolutions betrayed by Soviet revisionists’.
The Soviet paper, it alleged, had attacked all three ‘national

joint communiqué announced that a trade agreement between
Malaysia and the Soviet Union had been concluded and the
two countries had agreed in principle to the exchange of
diplomatic missions. Predictably, Peking and its supporters
denounced both the ‘imperialist puppet set-up’ and the Soviet
‘revisionists’. It is not difficult to guess what were the
thoughts of Chin Peng who until recently had been hailed in
Moscow as a great revolutionary leader and had now become
a dangerous adventurist. And one can appreciate the sense of
let-down which must have been felt by his comrades in
Sarawak who had drawn much of their inspiration from
Russia’s frequent calls to Communists in developing countries
to engage in armed struggle but who now found themselves
allegedly under blanket condemnation.

' The Long Long War: The Emergency in Malaya 1948-1960, Cassell,
1967.
* Malayan Monitor, March 1967, Vol. 20, No. 3, p. 9.
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Paraguay and Argentina. ‘Revolution by armed struggle is
the only way to the people’s liberation’, said Peking Review,
AprﬂzS,rcponingnmtementohhePohualCommeeof
the (pro-Peking) Bolivian Communist Party.

An article entitled ‘Present Phase of the Revolutionary
Movement in Latin America’, in the June issue of World
Marxist Review, struck a more cautious note. The two writers
began with a reference to the ‘new revolutionary armed
struggle’ in Bolivia but although, in the analysis which fol-
lowed, they used the old heart-warming revolutionary phrases,
their discouraging conclusion was that after a decade of
struggle with the forces of reaction in North and South
America there was now ‘a slowing down to some extent’ of
the revolutionary process. The article ended with a warning
against ‘sectarian and adventurist trends’ as well as a ‘wait-
and-sce attitude’.

By now the emphasis placed on Asia, Africa and Latin
America as the ‘weak links in the capitalist chain’ and, there-
fore, the most important areas of struggle in the present era,
is increasingly questioned by those Western Communists
who support Moscow, and by Moscow itself in its dispute
with Peking. Particularly revealing is a booklet, Whither
China?* by R. Palme Dutt, who for years headed the British
Communist Party's International Department and for a
generation had a direct responsibility to Moscow for guiding
Communist parties in colonial areas.

Dutt quotes the letter of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, June 14, 1963, which declared
that ‘the vast arcas of Asia, Africa and Latin America’ are
now ‘the most vulnerable areas under imperialist rule and
xbeuumcmuadmldnvoluuondnlmgdxmblmn
imperialism®. This ‘new theory’ of the Chinese Communist
Party, he says, has turned Marxist-Leninist theory of the
movement for national liberation upside down. ‘Instead of
presenting the main base in the working class and socialist
countries, with the national liberation movement as allies’,
the CCP had proclaimed the national liberation movements

! Communist Party, London, 1967.
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Communists desperately tried to get aid from China,

9’

none came. The Communist Party of Malaya's
was slowly worn down over the years, but a

m

unisu

China come to its rescue. The Comm
Chmaetoannn,wentmidegiinmtheu;ned
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The revolutionary talk at the meeting of the Organisation
for Latin American Solidarity (OLAS) in Havana in August
1967 was good for the morale of the guerrilla fighters and
would-be guerrillas represented there. Significantly, no dzle-
gate from the Communist Party of Venczuela was present.
Most vocal were the Marxist splinter groups which abound
in Latin America. These nowadays are generally very Latin
American, enthusiastically pro-Castro, have a fair degree of
sympathy for Pehngmdteodtobebmuiy anti-Moscow.
Che Guevara—and in some cases Trotsky—inspire their
revolutionary thought which has been analysed and clarified
for them by Regis Debray.! Committed to the hard line and
spurred on by Havana, they may start abortive guerrilla
activities here and there in the period ahead but they are
morelikdvtohdthantomcoeed.'!‘btyconuibutclnﬂethn

same time of World Revolutionary Movement of the Work-
mgClw,wnncnbyammofSov:ete:pun.‘Lmn
American Communists’, it said, ‘are proceeding from the
hathaucvoluuouunotsynonymnmthumdumggk."

prepared to incite to armed struggle people in the developing
continents who have absorbed the Marxist teaching on the
mdmlmulmdpmmgpohnalends.&ninso
domgsbennlhngthclmguqeofmwher i
grew out of a quite different world situation and an entirely
different Soviet strategy. And even this somewhat hesitant

E

! See Révolution dans la Révolution ?, Librairie Francois Maspero,
1967, (Revolution in the Revolution? MR Press, New York, August
1967), and ‘Latin America: The Long March’, New Le¢ft Review,
London, September-October, 1965.

! Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1967, p. 370.
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false hopes are raised as well. Moscow's and Peking’s leaders
certainly know that what they call the ‘objective conditions’

of Communist guerrilla movements are not
present today. Where such movements have succeeded it has
been against the background of a favourable international

Leninist teaching, Communist revolution is most likely to
succeed in conditions of international crisis produced by war
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