Your training as an engineer gives you the ability to handle
machines but. looking to your future prospects, your job and
technique of handling human beings are more 1mportant for
obtaining from them the best results, on your engineering project.

Therefore your President was right when he said that members
of your Society must take part in social activities of your Univer-
sity so that you will be equipped, when you leave the University
not only to advance yourself, 1n your own career, not only to
advance 1n your own profession, but also to make a contribution
towards the advancement and progress of Malaysia because
Malaysia needs leaders in every sphere at every level and 1n every
way of life.

IMPORTANT MILESTONE IN PROGRESS
OF THE NATION

Tun Razak. at the opening ceremony of the
Faculty of Medicine. University of Malaya. Kuala
Lumpur, on 2nd August. 1965, praised all those who
helped to make this project a success. He brought
home the fact that those buildings are not just
concrete and steel but pregnant with meaning because
they are the physical aspects of an all-round philo-
sophy of medicine.

During the past eight years there has been a phenomenal growth
in our Universit1) here. In 1956 the whole of this Pantai Valley
was nothing but tree-clad hills. Today 1t 1s clustered around with
a whole complex of buildings, of faculties, of administrative
blocks and students' hostels. The growth of this University 1s one
of the many examples of the tremendous progress that this country
Has made since independence.

A Teaching Hospital 1s in construction soaring to the sky; and

bulldozers arc busy day and night clearing sites for new develop-

ments already planned and worked out for this great Medical
Centre. This 1s a typical example of the progress that has taken
place 1n this University for the last 7 or 8 years. The fact that
these acts of 1nauguration are belated 1s for me. however, a fine
tribute and a splendid compliment to the tremendous achieve-
ments of all concerned.



I am sure that everyone who has had a part to play in what
has been done here, in what 1s being done, and 1n what will be
done, will agree with me that the construction of this medical
centre 1s a splendid example of the close co-operation and
continual liaison consultation among officers of various ministries
and departments concerned and the University of Malaya.

In this respect 1 would like to pay my tribute to Professor
T. J. Danaraj, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. From the very
moment of his appointment two and a half years ago after having
made a special study of medical schools and teaching hospitals
in the United States. Prof. Danaraj immediately started work on
the establishment of this medical centre with enthusiasm and
boundless energy. His will and his drive and leadership have
translated the aims and the hopes of the Government and the
University of Malaya 1nto real concrete results.

I doubt 1if ever before anywhere i the world a Medical Centre
such as this, combining all aspects of teaching, research and
patient care, has been erected to such an unusual building time-
table. This 1s a schedule to prepare for all consecutive phases of
development of a brand new medical course in such a way that
cach aspect of construction 1s completed in time to meet the needs
of the next stage of tuition. The daring and foresight displayed
and the effective execution of all the problems 1nvolved have
brought 1nto being, and are still doing so. a medical institution
that 1s completely modern and in many ways unique, not only in
Asia but 1n the world.

A creative spirit has been 1n evidence throughout the whole
concept. These buildings are not just concrete and steel, but
pregnant with meaning, because they arc the physical aspects of
an all-round philosophy of medicine. This Medical Centre 1s
aimed to teach and train not only students of medicine, but of
dentistry and nursing, and also laboratory staffs. In addition, 1t
will provide for post-graduate medical education and for medical
research, especially in Malaysian problems.

Tremendous changes and developments have taken place 1n
medicine in recent years, and in this Medical Centre Malaysia has
drawn on the best of modern experience everywhere, adapting
1ideas to local needs. Whereas 1n the past, for instance, 1t was the
practice in medical schools for the students to come to the stall,
here the staff will come to the students working in an intimate

tutorial system.



The philosophy of medical education which this Centre will
interpret embraces 1n 1ts thinking not student training only, or the
young doctor only, but the whole profession, their need for
dedication, and their need for renewal from time to time, and
above all their place in a developing country. In short, this philo-
sophy envisages the medical man not as a doctor only but as a
social scientist with a definite and special responsibility and feeling
for the community. Therefore, 1in the first four years of the medical
course special attention will be paid to social and preventive
medicine.

This 1s of particular importance to Malaysia with 1its large rural
population. It 1s the intention that the medical student will gain
his practical experience not only in this Teaching Hospital but 1n
other hospitals and rural health centres as well. In this way the
Medical Centre of the University of Malaya will be in close and
continual contact with the people of Malaysia.

In this Medical Centre a major task of the Faculty will be 1n
the field of post-graduate and continuing medical education.
General practitioners and specialists will be able to participate.
There will be short-lime refresher courses, major full-time courses
in basic medical sciences, and advanced courses in certain fields,
all with the object of further developing specialisation, which 1s
urgently needed 1m Malaysia.

As an earnest of this appreciation of medical education, this
new Faculty of Medicine has organised an international conference
to begin this very day on the theme of 'The Education of the
Medical Student for the Social and Preventive Aspects of Medical
Practice”. Distinguished professors and experts in medicine from
nine countries and from Malaysia are already here 1n Kuala
Lumpur and present 1in this gathering. On behalf of the Govern-
ment of Malaysia I welcome them most warmly, for in these new
and 1nspiring surroundings they will realise that this nation of
Malaysia 1s paying paramount regard to the fundamental i1mport-
ance of all aspects of medicine and health.

In doing so this Faculty will answer the problem of our future
needs for doctors. But to meet the difficulty arising from the
shortage of doctors at present- a state of affairs which 1s a worry
of other countries we have to consider what 1s to be done between
now and until the time when this Faculty 1s producing doctors 1n
a steady and 1ncreasing stream.



The question of recognition of degrees in medical science from
other universities other than those which we have depended upon
in the past consequently arises. It 1s not so much the question of
recognition but of adjustment. Just as we have drawn on the best
of experience 1n creating this Faculty, we intend to follow the best
standards of practice applicable elsewhere 1n recruiting and

appointing doctors.

I would like to assure you that enough land exists 1n this
country to permit large-scale private sector land development to
continue alongside with Government-assisted smallholder settle-
ment activities. These resources of undeveloped land are adequate
to take care of our expanding needs well into the future, probably
until the end of the present century and perhaps even beyond.
But these lands benefit no one until they arc developed. Accord-
ingly, the Alliance Government 1ntends to make this land
available as rapidly as possible to genuine developers who wish
to mvest 1n agriculture.



