
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH COUNCIL GETS 
GOVERNMENT BACKING 

Speaking at a dinner for scientists attending the 
Symposium on Scientific and Technological Research 
in Kuala Lumpur on 3rd February. 1967, Tun Razak 
pledged early Government action for setting up, as 
soon as possible, a National Scientific Research 
Council. 

1 am surprised that you. some hundred scientists have, at the 
culmination of your successful Symposium, invited me. a politician 
to be your guest at dinner tonight, because, in most countries in 
the world, scientists have a silent contempt for politicians! 

Historically. I believe this contempt dates back to the time that 
scientists invented an aeroplane that could travel faster than sound. 
but now things are equal because there are in the world today 
politicians who can make sound travel faster than aeroplanes! 

Secondly, the scientific approach to politicians is that they are 
not infallible. So. let us get the record straight! If the politician is 
not infallible, neither is a scientist! 

Let me quote you an example of the non-infallibility of science. 

I understand, recently there was a computer, or what you might 
call an electronic brain invented by scientists in America. This 
machine was designed to translate at speed any given sentence, in 
any language, into any other language! 

When it was tested, the intention was to feed in an English 
scntencc. convert it into Russian, and finally retranslate it into 
our national language, Malay. 

The words fed into this electronic brain was a well-known 
English expression: "The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak." 

When the final result came out of this computer, and this shows 
where scientists can make mistakes, the translation of this expres-
sion in Malay came out like this: vodka bagus, akan tetapi, 
daging busoh!" 

Therefore, gentlemen, let us start this evening on the under-
standing that both the politician and the scientist—we have one 
thing in common.—neither of us are infallible! 

In fact, there is a similarity between our functions. 



The role of the scientist is to harness the forces of science, the 
forces of nature and the advanced knowledge of technology to 
make the world a better place for our people to live in. 

Similarly, the rule of the politician is to harness the opinions, 
the thinking and the energies of our people in order to make the 
fullest use of the discoveries of science, so that we can go for-
ward—scientists, politicians, and our people, towards a better way 
of life, a better world, better in every respect than was enjoyed 
by our fore-fathers. 

Let me enlarge on this theme. Our aim. in modern Malaysia, 
whether we be scientists or politicians or the ordinary layman in 
the street, must be to make, to harness, and to use. to the fullest 
extent. the most modern knowledge available in the world for the 
benefit of our people. 

1 firmly believe that although both Malaysia and Singapore art 
young nations, there is nevertheless, a tremendous future for us 
and a great future for our children and grandchildren provided we 
view the process of development in a modern context. That modem 
context, to my mind, is the ability to make the fullest use of new 
discoveries and modern ideas, the results of research, and apply 
them to our development and to our way of life. 

This docs not mean that we entirely discard the past, but it 
does mean that we analyse the traditions of the past and accept 
and retain such traditional ideas which are still of value, and at 
the same time, superimpose on our traditions of the past. a new 
layer, a new blood and a new thinking which can be only derived 
from scientific research. 

This, your second successful Symposium, is a very definite step 
in the right direction towards the achievement of making the 
maximum use of science, in so much that in your meetings, over 
the last few days, research workers in both the academic field, and 
in government came together, discussed together, thought together 
and exchanged views and ideas together. 

Research workers in the academic field, more often than not. 
concentrate on the basic or fundamental aspects of Science, while 
those engaged in government service and private industry tend to 
be more applied in their research and more concerned with imme-
diate application of their research results. 



The bringing together of representatives in these two fields is a 
double advantage, in that University research workers can guage 
the most appropriate fields for long-term study which could lead 
eventually to practical applications in our environment, and their 
studies in this field will also influence the nature of their teaching 
which they pass on to their students. Applied scientists working 
in other sectors, in turn are able to enlarge their thinking, better 
appreciate their individual contributions to the total research 
academics of the country and relate their work to the longer term 
research projects which only the academic scientist is often able to 
pursue. 

Although a layman. I now appreciate not only the value of such 
a symposium, but also the need for turning this sort of thing into 
something more permanent in the form of a National Scientific 
Research Council. Such a Council would. I hope, become pan of 
the driving force of modern Malaysia and help us to put to the 
fullest use for the development of our country, the latest discoveries 
and up-to-date knowledge of science. 

1 firmly believe that a developing nation such as Malaysia can, 
by appl>ing the most modern methods and knowledge available to 
it. skip a few generations and catch up with the so-called developed 
and matured nations of the world. However, we cannot, with the 
greatest stretch of imagination, expect to develop quickly if we 
plod on with old ways, old ideas and old methods. We have got to 
utilise our scientists. We have got to make the fullest use of all, 
1 repeat all. scientific knowledge available to us. 

But. to achieve this, we have got to aim firstly, at more cohesive 
thinking. The instrument of such cohesive thinking is in fact, a 
National Scientific Research Council which can channel new 
thoughts and new ideas on scientific progress both to our govern-
ment and to our people. 

Although you have not turned me into a scientist, you have 
turned me into a "Catalyst", and I pledge myself before you to-
night to make myself the main catalyst in precipitating both action 
*nd reaction on government support for setting up as soon as 
possible a National Scientific Research Council. 

1 can foresee the advantages to our nation both in the field of 
international co-ordination, national development, economy in 



scientific efforts and obtaining maximum use of our natural re-
sources. All these aspects are of tremendous value for direct appli-
cation of scientific knowledge to our problems and the maximum 
dedicated utilisation of scientific manpower. 

I have no doubt in my mind as to what is in fact the first most 
immediate priority in our country which needs the application of 
the best scientific brains and the utilisation of the best scientific 
knowledge in the world, and that is the application of science to 
one of our greatest national problems at the present time is the 
problem of preventing disastrous flooding so that our people, parti-
cularly in the East Coast States, can live a peaceful and prosperous 
life without the perennial fear of flood disaster. 

AN EXAMPLE TO THE WORM) 

Merdeka Day is our National Day. Let us have pride in our 
nation, but let us ever guard against developing a narrow nation-
alism which, when fired with too much emotion, could blunt 
the quality of tolerance and friendship with other free nations, 
and thus detract from the peace and tranquility of the world 
Malaya has already, since independence, achieved a world-wide 
reputation for tolerance—tolerance of religion, and tolerance of 
inter-racial relationships We in Malaya have 
proved, in fact, and in practice, that the inter-mixture and co-
operation of races which contributes towards the true Malayan 
nation give us our strength and are therefore an asset and not 
a liability. Let us always remember this so that we may remain 
as an example to the world —a world which is steadily progressing 
out of the dark clouds of social defects into a shining future of 
international tolerance, peace and goodwill. 

—Tun Razak in a message on the occasion 
of Merdeka Day on 31st August, 


