Genuine international economic co-operation is becoming a
sheer necessity if basic trading problems of this kind are to be
solved, national progress in the populous, lesser-developed
countries to be maintained, and world peace and security preserved.

| sincerely hope that by this conference and by taking counsel
together, those of us who are so deeply concerned with the
production of rubber and with finding market at a reasonable
level will be able to find solution to the all important but complex
problem. We are making these efforts not with the object of
making a profit but merely to make life bearable and pleasant for
our people who are so dependent for their existence on rubber.

THE PROBLEM OF ILLITERACY
CHALLENGE BEFORE NATION GREAT

Eradication of |lliteracy Iis a vital key to nation
building" said Tun Razak In his message on
International Literacy Day on September 8, 1967. In
the course of his message he underlined the danger
of lliteracy as well as its obstruction to progress.

Today is International Literacy Day -a day which has great
meaning In the United Nations' endeavour to promote universal
understanding and to preserve world peace and goodwill among
men. To us in this country, this Literacy Day provides yet another
impetus in our determination to eradicate illiteracy as part of our
national efforts to bring greater progress and prosperity to our
people.

As in many developing countries, we in Malaysia have yet to
overcame fully the problem of illiteracy. This problem exists
amongst our people, especially those in the rural areas who had
no opportunity for proper education during the colonial days.
According to the Census of 1957, which was done before Indepen-
dence, there were some 24 million illiterate people in West

Malaysia. It has since been estimated that the actual number was
much more than this.

With the formation of Malaysia in 1963. it was estimated that
the number of illiterates in our country was increased by another
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600.000. Thus, the challenge before the nation to overcome this
problem of illiteracy is indeed great.

But now, let us look back at our attempts to eradicate this
social problem among our people.

Pr»or to 1961. our literacy programme was very limited both
in scope and operation. Its success therefore was also limited and
confined only to the urban areas.

It was clear by the end of 1960 some greater efforts must be
undertaken if a proper headway In eradicating Illiteracy was to
be achieved. As this was also one of the main problems obstruct-
ing national progress, particularly the progress of the rural
population which comprise over 60% of the country's population,
the Alliance Government therefore decided to incorporate the
programme of eradicating illiteracy within the frame-work of the
National Development Plan. This decision has proved its worth
and great results have been achieved.

By the end of last year some 720.000 illiterate adults have
attended basic literacy training of one year and arc now con-
sidered. according to international concept. no longer illiterate.
Annually, some 230.000 people are given literacy training in about
12.000 Adult Education classes all over the country. Annually,
about SI0 million are spent to ensure that this mass literacy
campaign would reach every nook and corner of our country.

It is not. however, in the number nor the amount of money
spent alone that our achievements should be judged. It is in the
successful bringing of light to many dark corners of our nation
that our efforts should be concentrated.

As we all know Illiteracy is a barrier to man's endeavour to
preserve peace on earth. An illiterate person can easily become
the tool and victim of the unscrupulous for the realisation of the
latter's ambition to power and such ambition may be against the
interest of world peace and human brotherhood.

It is a well known fact that the best place for the -cultivation
of peace and human  brotherhoods the minds of men. As a man
becomes literate his mental capacity becomes exposed to the bigger
world of knowledge. He becomes more enlightened and receptive
to ideas and attempts for the preservation of peace; and what is
more important, greater also will be his incentives to act for the
sake of peace.
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llliteracy also obstructs progress. Its existence does not help
our people to keep abreast of time. It obstructs efforts to change
the negative attitude of our people, reduces their capacity to
communicate with one another and inhibits national efficiency.

These are some of the reasons that have prompted many
countries, including Malaysia, to carry out its own programme
to eradicate illiteracy and also give support to the United Nations'
endeavour, through UNESCO, to pool international resources and
efforts to eradicate this social problem.

Our efforts to remove his road-block on the route to progress

should deserve the support and co-operation of all progressive
and peace-loving people.

To us. here in Malaysia, eradication of illiteracy is a vital key
to our nation building. We can expect in future no spontaneous
generation of vigorous and tolerant Malaysians without the
establishment now of at least a generation of development-
conscious and hard-working Malaysians who are fully literate.

Since its inception in 1961. our Adult Education programme
has not limited its scope merely to make people able to read and
wrte the National Language and to do simple arithmetic: it also
provided them with additional knowledge which is of economic
as well as of social value.

As you may know, the course is extended to 3 years and
subjects like civics, home economics. Muslim religious instruc-
tions. applied agriculture, veterinary, co-operatives, cottage indus-
tres, health education and other extension education are also
taught to students so that, after acquiring the basic literacy
education, they are able to obtain more useful knowledge to
enhance their efficiency both as citizens as well as in their
individual skills and craftsmanship.

And so when UNESCO, after a resolution of the Congress of
World Ministers of Education which met in Teheran in September,
1965, decided on a new concept of literacy programme now
known as Functional Literacy, which is also referred to as job-
oriented literacy. Malaysia has little difficulty to follow inter-
national practice. This is because our literacy programme had
earlier been geared towards being functional so as to complement
our overall national development efforts by increasing our people's
capacity for work and efficiency. At this present stage of our
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National development, when all our human resources are needed
to participate in nation building, all forms of obstructions, includ-
ing illiteracy, must be removed. The Alliance Government will not
stop nor spare any effort to eradicate illiteracy. 1 can assure our
people that it will not be long before our new nation. Malaysia,
will be free from this social evil of illiteracy.

We are indeed proud of our achievements since Independence.
Only a wx'ek ago we celebrated the 10th year of our country's
Independence with much gaiety. We celebrated that auspicious
day on such a grand scale because wc felt that, after a decade of
development, progress and prosperity, as a young Nation we have
done much more for our people than what had been given to
them in a century under Colonial rule.

Now, as our country enters its 11th year of Independence we
look ahead, determined to do much more. We know the future
holds a bigger challenge. We anticipate there will be problems
and obstructions.

WARNING TO THE BUMIPUTRA

MALAY CHAMBERS MUST STAND FIRMLY ON
THEIR OWN FEET

Bumiputra businessmen heard a solid. constructive
and thought provoking address from Tun Razak
when he opened the Animal Conference of the
Associated Malay Chambers of  Commerce of
Malaysia in Aor Star on the 14th July. 1967. He
brought home the fact that business is competitive
and needed hard work and hard fight to survive, fto
succeed and to make profits.

| welcome this opportunity of talking to you all who are a
very representative cross-section of Bumiputra businessmen
throughout the Nation. | remember in my speech to your
Association in Kuala Lumpur last year. | suggested that you g&
together and produce a blue-print of action so that as an
association you will be able to play an increasingly effective role |
in the expanding economy of our country.
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