
THOUGHT—PROVOKING EVENTS 

OUR STAND IN U.N. EXPLAINED 

In international affairs, it is not the size of the 
country that counts hut what the country stands for. 
In internal matters the most difficult problem is that 
of endeavouring to build a strong. united and 
independent nation with one loyalty in our multi-
racial society, said Tun Razak at the dinner of the 
National Union of Journalists Malaysia in Kuala 
Lumpur on October 9, 1965. 

During the last few months there have been several thought-
provoking events in our country as well as in countries in this 
region of Asia and South-east Asia. Therefore it will be useful for 
us to cast our thoughts back and to ponder soberly on these 
happenings which naturally have consequences in our country. It 
is a good thing from time to time, for us as a nation to take stock 
of our position, to look into the past so that we can plan carefully 
into the future and look ahead with care and confidence. 

Exactly two months ago on the 9th August, we had to take a 
sad but desirable decision to separate Singapore from Malaysia. 
That action on the part of our Government with the agreement of 
Singapore Government was a shock to the country and to our 
people. However as the two countries, Malaysia and Singapore 
settle down after the operation of separation and the leaders of 
the two countries have realised the desirability of maintaining close 
co-operation in all matters namely, defence, security, economic 
and trade, our people have recovered from the shock and have 
realised that the separation of Singapore from Malaysia would be 
in the best interest of peace and security of our two countries and 
in the interest of our two people. 

1 have also just visited most of the important areas of Sabah 
and Sarawak and had the opportunity of meeting the leaders of 
the various communities at various levels. 1 am firmly convinced 
that the people there as well as the people here in Malaya have 
understood the reason for the separation of Singapore from 
Malaysia and rallied solidly behind the Government at this time 
of national emergency to defend our country as well as to make 
Malaysia succeed. 
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We in the Central Government have stated many a time that 
we shall do everything possible to work together with the Govern-
ment of Singapore for the benefit of our two countries which have 
so many things in common and which are linked together so 
closely. If leaders of the Government of Singapore will give us 
that same co-operation and are prepared to work sincerely 
together in close co-operation then clearly there will always be 
happy and friendly relations between Malaysia and Singapore. 

After this important event in our history, trouble broke out 
between India and Pakistan. For a few weeks there was fighting 
on the borders between these two countries with whom we had 
friendly relations. Both these countries are members of the 
Commonwealth together with us Malaysia. Therefore we con-
sidered it was our duty to do all within our power to try and bring 
peace so that whatever differences they had could be settled by 
negotiations and by peaceful means. From the very start we made 
it clear that we took no side in the quarrel. We were neutral and 
that our only wish was to see that the two friendly countries of 
ours would stop fighting each other. As a member of the Security 
Council our duty was clear, not only to ourselves but to all 
member countries of that august body—United Nations—to restore 
peace. Our representative at the U.N. Security Council was given 
a clear mandate to support the efforts of the Secretary -General 
to bring about a ceasefire between India and Pakistan and to bring 
an end to the fight. That was our first objective. Naturally in a 
situation like that we could not please cither side but as I have 
said, it was our duty to bring an end to the fighting. 

We consider it our duty not only to the people of the two 
countries involved in the quarrel but to the whole world to bring 
about this ceasefire. However in our sincere efforts to do our 
duty to these two friendly countries and to do our duty as a 
member of the Security Council we were misunderstood. 

During our trouble with Indonesia. Pakistan had clearly shown 
a partisan attitude. They had actively sided with Indonesia on a 
number of occasions. At the preliminary Afro-Asian Conference 
in Jakarta, the Pakistan Foreign Minister. Mr Bhutto tried his 
best to stop our admission, and representatives of Pakistan in 
Afro-Asian countries had been carrying out propaganda against us 
in support of Indonesia. Also at the last Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers' Conference. Pakistan Foreign Minister did his best to 
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stop the Conference from making a statement condemning Indo-
nesian aggression. In our trouble with Indonesia it was clear 
Indonesia was the aggressor. In the U.N. Security Council a vote 
of 9 to 2 passed a resolution condemning the use of force by 
Indonesia against us and yet Pakistan still supported Indonesian 
action. It was clear that we are being made the scapegoat for 
Pakistan's interest. We arc being made use of perhaps to please 
Pakistan's big brother. Communist China. 

We know that the action of the Government of Pakistan and in 
particular that of her Foreign Minister does not have the support 
of the majority of the people of Pakistan as in that country the 
people have no real say in formulating Government policies and 
actions. Pakistan Foreign Minister thought Malaysia is a small 
nation and our friendship is of no value to Pakistan. In inter-
national affairs it is not the size of the country that counts, it is 
what the country stands for. We stand for peace and co-operation, 
for freedom and justice and for friendship among nations. We 
always believe in justice and fair play and in international affairs, 
respect the integrity and sovereignty of other nations. 

Time and the course of events will prove that we have been 
right, we have been sincere in all our efforts and activities. We 
have no ambition to dominate any territory or country, our only 
wish is to live in peace, to be left alone to carry on our own way 
of life. to bring happiness and prosperity to our people. 

During my visit to Africa and Asia early this year, to about 20 
countries. I found that the leaders of these countries have now 
understood what Malaysia is. a peace-loving nation and that we 
have been subjected to aggression by Indonesia. Our image and 
prestige in the world have been enhanced. We have shown to the 
world in the past that we are always ready to play our part and 
to contribute our small effort for the maintenance of the peace 
of the world as shown by our action in the Congo and also by our 
action in the Security Council. 

Now coming to internal affairs. Our young nation—Malaysia— 
is two years and two months old. We know when we decided to 
establish Malaysia that there will be problems and difficulties but 
we also believe that we can face and overcome all these problems 
given the co-operation, loyalty and understanding by all citizens. 

Of all the problems, the one that appears to be the most difficult 
is the problem of endeavouring to build a strong, united and 
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independent nation with one loyalty in our multi-racial society. 
This problem of multi-racial society at times comes under great 
strains and stresses and often it threatens peace and harmony in 
this country due to careless utterances and actions of extremists 
found in our communities. But fortunately for us and Malaysia, 
our Constitution has been drawn up by persons of know-
ledge and experience to bear on the problems of our country. 
Also the former Federation of Malaya had many years of 
experience working successfully under a federal system of Govern-
ment. I have no doubt that with patience, understanding and 
co-operation all these difficulties can and must be resolved if we 
want Malaysia to succeed and become a happy country for all our 
people. 

Our Constitution provides and guarantees everyone a place in 
this country and protects his rights and privileges. There is no 
question of discrimination or dominance of one race over the 
other under our Constitution. 

Of course in a multi-racial society like ours there arc problems, 
there are sensitive issues which may be brought up from time to 
time. However, let us all realise that in everything we do. we must 
put the real and true interest of our country and people above 
everything else. We must always endeavour to look at things in 
their true perspective, to look at the substance rather than the 
shadow. Before we achieved independence in 1957 for Malaya, we 
knew we had a number of sensitive issues to be settled. i.e. the 
question of citizenship, religion, language and economic position 
of our people. That is why we decided to ask persons of knowledge 
and experience from outside to help formulate our Constitution, 
to help find out the solution to these problems. 

The five members of the Constitution Commission from friendly 
Commonwealth countries came to our country to help draft our 
Constitution and that Constitution which was accepted by all races 
in this country when we achieved independence in 1957 and which 
was also accepted by Singapore. Sabah. and Sarawak with minor 
adjustments in 1963. provided the legal and constitutional frame-
work for us to establish a united, free and democratic nation and 
to give our people a measure of happiness and prosperity which 
they desire. 

Therefore I say if we have any doubts on any fundamental issue, 
let us go back to the Constitution. Lately there was some discussion 
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in the Press and outside over the question of language. In a free 
and democratic country such as ours, people have the right to 
express their views publicly and openly, and in any society there 
are extremists and on this question of language there are extremists 
who believe that after 1st September, 1967 when Malay becomes 
the sole official language the use of other languages would not be 
allowed. There are extremists on both sides but let us look at the 
Constitution. The Constitution clearly says: That after a period 
of 10 years after Merdeka Day, Parliament may, by law. provide 
for Malay to be the sole official language, but the use, the teaching 
and learning of any other languages should be permitted and 
encouraged. The Constitution Commission in its report says that 
they decided to recommend Malay to be the National Language 
and they do not consider it necessary that any other languages 
should become as official language except that English can be used 
for a period of 10 years after merdeka as an official language and 
thereafter it will be left to Parliament to decide when the change 
should take place. 

The constitutional experts had made proposals which they con-
sider fair and just in the light of circumstances pertaining to our 
country. However, in deciding to effect the changes as allowed by 
the Constitution, it is necessary for us to do so in the manner fair 
and just to all communities so that the measure we take will have 
the support of everyone. As the Tunku has stated we do not 
want to have any bloodshed or trouble in this country over the 
language issue or any issue. Indeed, there is no reason whatever 
that there should be any trouble or even differences of views. 

It has always been the intention and policy of the Alliance 
Government to be fair and just to all sections of our communities. 
During the last 10 years since we have been in power, although 
we have endeavoured to help the various sections of our com-
munities to give them better and greater amenities of life and 
standard of living we have not taken away the rights or privileges 
from any group or section of our community. 

We have different types of schools and different languages. While 
endeavouring to carry out our National Education Policy we have 
endeavoured to be fair to the various types of schools. We have 
given a place to Chinese Education in this country that it did not 
enjoy under the British colonial government. In 1954. which was 
the first year before the Federation's first General Flection, when 
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the Alliance came into power for the first time, the amount spent 
on Chinese education was $11.7 million. The amount spent 
on education as a whole was $99.9 million. In 1963. and I have 
taken 1963. because after this year we will be dealing in Pan-
Malaysian figures and from a comparison—the figures were $46.4 
million and S283 million respectively. In other words while the 
amount spent on education as a whole increased by 183% in 9 
years the amount spent on Chinese education increased by 282%. 

We wish to be fair to all sections of our community as it is our 
policy to give everyone of our citizens of whatever racial origin a 
rightful place in our country. While Malay will assume the role of 
our official language in our country it is clearly provided in our 
Constitution and it is the declared policy of the Alliance Govern-
ment that the growth of the other languages will be fostered and 
encouraged. In fact. I wish as many Malaysians as possible to 
know as many languages as possible and we should endeavour 
to learn the principal languages of our country. 

I would therefore ask all our people. Malays and non-Malays, 
to be fair and just to each other. The Malays must be fair to other 
communities in order to have their support for Malay as the official 
language and the other communities, particularly the Chinese, must 
realise that their languages and education will always have a place 
in our country in return for their support for the National 
Language. 

I would like to repeat what the Tunku has always stated, that all 
we wanted from Malaysia is that our people. Malays. Chinese. 
Indians and others to regard themselves as Malaysians and this is 
what our Constitution provides and guarantees. It is the duty of all 
our people to work towards building a united nation with one 
undivided loyalty but this must necessarily take time and I am 
sure that with patience and co-operation and goodwill we will be 
able to achieve this ultimate objective. 

As we look out around in this region of the world there are dark 
storms blowing and talcs of misfortunes, murders and treachery 
filling our newspapers daily. However, in Malaysia if our people of 
all races continue to show their goodwill and unity and their will 
to survive against this dark background, there is clearly a bright 
gleam of the fulfilment of our ideals and the achievement of our 
concept of a happy and united country. 


