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. Chairman,
Honourable ﬁinisters;
Your Lxcellengies,
Jistinguished delegates,

| adips and Gentlemen.

l4-gives-pe—great pleasure On behalf
of the Government and the people of Falaysia

LA OTA L !i LLE; e v A

/ to extend a very cordial welcome to allThe
distincuished participants to the 14th F.A.U.

Regional Conference for /sia and the Far Last.
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@ are ingeeg priviieced and honoured to

be oiven the opportunity to host this august

a ( = § i | A G B S 2 1 e_--t.fn.:t:{'.

o~ . J
Conference. | .;009 "'hd’t/tup A
wiede —,[\or' The Cov \pa ence ONE ‘M-f-\«fl I;af-ft;%j S sl

i e B | '. r"-
F +—E-FHE —_—— i 5 . ¢ £

.r,:{ /Z e, /IO e O—LZLL. ’}C‘é{f{)ﬁ ﬂ[L C‘:} 1271& CV}CM (i ;‘h[(
L1 | : ) =

slglal. s
= B = . "gJ -11__#

- (W

Llf"‘VL an € 1090.-{3(1—— mgiﬁg g!';-’l Ot ik’:‘:@j?' ’

Lgads the-other
digtinouished celegaies will Tind our
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

2. It was about four vears ago that the
worid experienced a food crisis.ehiehds-
. o3/
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simultanecus crop
g r‘c':'.ut \/j

failures in many parts of the world,shaesty -

reduced the availability of grains; prices

of food soarcd o heichts beyond the reach

of millions of the world's poor and there

The
¥as 2 preaxdown iqitrans?ﬁrtatien and marketing

systems. The consequences were devastating.

There was hunger and nalnutrition in many

narts of the world especially in Africa and

£

Southeast Asia. Ye were not prepared Tor it.
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3.  However, the crisis was a hlessing Toe,

hecause it made the internstional

copmunity aware of the need for concerted

action io solve peﬁéigéfﬁg food problenms.

|t made the world conscinus of the nature

ant magnituce as well as the urgency of ¥§$;=
aheod of it.

tasﬁé This awareness led to the convening

of the United lations Vorld Food Conference

in Home in ﬂﬂvembar; 1974, This Conference

issued the ﬁniveréal Ueclarotion on the

Eradication of Yuncer end Halnutrition and

.o 5/-
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called for the establishment of the Torld Food
Council,te deal exclusively with food matters.
The subsecuent endorsement in the came year

of the creation of the Torld Food Council by
the United Hations General fssembly was 2
nogitive step in ensuring that the resolution

T
of the Conference #e2 trenslated inte action.

4. 14 is commendable that the Yorld Food
Council in its first three sessions has
focussed its attention on increasing food

nroduction in develoning countries, esnecially

This ic as it
.6/

the "food deficit" countries.



shniild be and ne doubt all those involved,
governcents and acencies alike, will take
nositive measures to translate whatever weybethe

stratenies into action proorammes.

5. In this effort, the FO! has 2 big role to

an : Ao DA SNDIR
play. Admittedly, it is not an easy roleggﬁif
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Lam confident that the orosnisation will &

Me.éru '
M the ch challenges., Indeed, it
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cannot afferdtne%'tot Food crises asice,
the problen is already critical and enormous

congidering the fact that zhout 450 million

neople are suffering from severe malnutrition
.o 1/=
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and disease hefore they reach the age of four;
ant 2t least 100,000 children go biind every

year because of severe vitemin A deficicney.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

. in the matter of increasing food
oroduction, lialaysia believes that the ultimate
rasponsibility for ensuring sufficient food

sunnly lies first and nrinc1pal!y with national

",'E-’xﬂv’ﬁ :[’dﬁre ﬂle.

governments, |t is fthus an jmnortant policy
chisctive of the Malaysian Government 1o
nroduce enough feod, not only for the national

needs but if possible, for export. Ve have
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been fortunate that food shortages have met sodfar

become 2 major problem., This ic mainly due

(e are VLGSE
to the fact that, althounh a—oronortien ﬂ*
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Hevertheless, with the increase in our population
at the estimated rate of 2.7Z annually, and
the increasino loss in foreinn exchanne through

s C hease
such imports, the need to produce feod enough

for our national recuiremente has become

zops-and more urgent,
oog/'-



1. Malaysia is self=-sufficient in such

food as poulipy-meat, fish and green venetables.

. \{‘ uﬁ maw:j ({fnr“ A *[}» W&Lm_
nerease 18 Sopt T tion & B3 .

areater efforts 4

and fresi-water Tish culture o ensure adequate

l"

supply of cheap protein for the people. Although
our taroet is 1007 self-sufficiency in rice,whick

our stanle food, we have so far been able
e

to produce only 857 of our requirements. His-

hoped that with the increase in yields, improved

the
cultivation techniques andxcpenmr un of new

O Ay

rice areas, thts target will be achieved,
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Cur target for beef production is 1007 self-
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Fe

sufficiency, Ubetseles—totne athievener
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s toroet are orect bud wo ¢ill do everything

noseible to overcome them, OUur needs far
7 Tt el ksl wicl. boficults »

By our Coconut

nroduction and the increasino domestic uses

of pale 0il,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

B. The need to give priority attention

by all nations, developed as well as developing,
to the oroblem of increasing food supply

recuires no further stressino, The task of

11/
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encuring sufficient feod for everyone in

Caan

e nopulation #5 no longer
‘/1@:17‘ L@Lj
2t gan ho Voft 4o chonce, =tatis-

;;:Tiﬁ world noau?at1on increases
aﬁu‘mf_

imated rate of /2% annually. At the

same time the advancerent of modern mecdicine

R A,u. Ced
i e the mortality rates.

' *
e production of food, hcw%ver, has not kept

pace with this increase in population. The

exnloitation of nresent agricultural resources

V" €A C/exﬁ-ﬂ,\
apears o hove ssopassh

.

its limits, unless
maior technological achieverents in the

agricultural sector, make it possible to meet

. 12/-
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the basic food recuirements of a growing
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onslauoht on the té%a!ity of the problen will '

P24 oA

suffice. This galds fee 2 concerted effort

3 ¥ :

2080 the develoning as well as the developed

nations both at the olchal and regiconal levels.

0. In this effort, in so far as deveicping
countries are cﬂncerned; there are two important
areas where collaboration should be actively
encouraged. Une is research and the other v
the development and mobilisation ol human

resources. "
. 13/-
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10, With ﬂ%saec{ to research, developing

countries chould collabopate with one another

in research prooremmes concerning eariy
maturine and hich-yieldine seed verieties,
anronomic praclices, reduction of harvest
and post-harvest losses of orzins, ard such
Ud'et/tt/ﬁf

ather factors 4het can contribute towards
increasing aoricultural production, ouch
collaborztion, apart from ensuring quicker

posulte mould aleo ensure the effective

utilisation of scarce experiise.

.. 14/-
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11.  Tith regard to the development anc
mobilisation of hupan resources there are

e
two important areas that-have potential

for cgllaéorétion at thﬂ regional level,

Finstly, thetshich soncenns the build un of

1-—.

g WAL

P jep ip cuantity ans o 214
technica’ expertise p-eHaRTH S ARe-a

to plan and implement sgricultural research
and devalopment proorammes. In thig case,

collabn alirr sravides onportunities for

imaroving national centres for advenced
study in specific technical fields as well

ag sharine of facilities with other developing

counirios.,

.. 15/-
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The second area concerns the development of
spail farmers through a comprehiensive prograuae
of education and training zs well as through
other Tores of institutional improvement,
Collaboretion in this area would allow

exchanpe of experiences and methodelogy hetween

couniries for securino small fermer partici-

pation in 211 phases of agricultural development.

12.  Collahoration however, need not be
cenfined to research and human resource
development, It could be expanded tc cover

.. 16/~
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other areas of develonment, The fsscciation
of South East Asian iations (ASEZN) is an
example of such collzboration. Cince its
astablisheent in 7%0;, it has agreec {o
implenent priority projecis in six aress
which include the supply and demand Tor Tood
and other strategic agricultural producis;
regional plant protection cenire; fishories
pesources mansgement; forestry resources

and management; supply and demand for animal

feed; and agricultural educztion anc training.

it their Second lleeting in Yuala Lumpur in

August last year, the Heads of Government
.17/
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£ r:J * ced. tﬂ:f&’\llfvg%
andonded the importance of ACLAN Aodevalep

closer diziogue with the devaloped couniries
and international orgenisations in order to
exnedite orogress for cooperation in Tood,

T .. I S -
e Heats o

aoriculture and forestry,
Government also reconnised the desipability
of safequarding the AZLAN count

£ ¢ R Y WP | 3 > o 2
nnssible food shortece bv such measures as

&
the establishment of a "Foeod Cecurity Reserve

for 'SEAN", sspecially fee rice. In this
’

regpect; under the ASEAN Commitiee on Food,

foriculture and Forestry (or CQFAF), 2 "orking

Sel
Group on Food Security Reserve is asia%}igied.
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Took into the possibility of ectablishing

...lh

2 svstem regarding regionally coordinated

Blaian g PP T B oo bemmmd  § o
view of food security in the ooutheast “sian
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

CAVA

informed that hesides

e =
roviering the proorarme and activities of
the Recion, you will also be discussing

nroblems and issues related to agragian reform

. 19/-
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an¢ rural development. l%=4s=ﬂe%eﬁeﬁ%by
Ahat in-fsta, there is 2 hiogh incidence of

poverty among the rural popuietion that are

enpaged directly in food production. -m-

w«k—ﬁ‘t wa{—'ﬂ» VL
ie fmssuitalle that 2 sector

ghich is directly invoclved in the ieporiant
< bould L%.
Hack of fooc prsduﬂfien-is-a3ss[?he secior

SEAl eA C/f/l /
which sutfers mosi/iron poverty. ineped
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1t is/imperctive that we should pot only
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—in food spaduetien, Thus, our food sroduction

orograzmes must go hand in hand with agrarian

reform and rural development. The redrassal
of poverty amnong smail i ';r;rv, tenant Tarmers,

the Tishermen and otiizr rural poor mus

3 «
oinrus: O 8§ri""
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cultural and rural ceveiopment aRC not be

4.  For these ressons, your deliberations

-

on the sroblems and consiraints impedin. the
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and econcnic

| adies and Gentlemen,

that 4= distinguished

e in the Asia 2nd
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