SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF
MALAYSIA YAB DATO HUSSEIN ONN
AT THE DINNER GIVEN BY H.E. MR.PHAM

VAN DONG, THE PRIME MINISTER OF

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM,
AT EQUATORIAL HOTEL, KUALA LUMPUR,
ON_SUNDAY 15,10, 1978.
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Your Excel]ency; Mr. Pham Van Dong;
Prime Minister of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam,

Your Excellencies; Members of the Delegation.

Honourable Ministers and Deputy Ministers.

Your Excellencies; Members of the Diplomatic
Corp.

Distinguished Guests.

Mr. Prime M1n1ster¥ may | f1rst
of all thank you for all the k1nd words

that you have said about my country
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Yesterday; in spite of your busy programmeif

you honoured my family and | with a visit
to our house. We greatly appreciate this
Kind and personal gesture on your part;
Frfehds are made, not only at formal and
official meetings; but more so at informal
and personal meetings in the friend]y

atmosphere of the home,

2 During these last few days;
Mr. Prime Minister; you and | and my

colleagues in the Government; have had
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opportunities to discuss; exchange views
and make known our respective hopes and
aspirations, We have been frank and open
with you, We have made known to the world
our policies on fundamental international

issues. Our foreign policies are absolutely

Sl i T T T, Al

independent, and have never, and never will be,

influenced by any body or any country.

3 Mr. Prime Minister, Vietnam had gone
through 30 years of unceasing war. The loss

of life had been tremendous; the destruction
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to property and the economy of the country

incalculable; the sufferings of the people
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indescribable, The arimness,and devastating
exfent of the human conflict.that had gone
on in Vietnam for 30 unceasing years;*ggjzﬁ
the imagination;

Will the tragedy of Vietnam,be
repeated elswhere?

i

4. Mr. Prime Minister, | am very
encouraged and relieved to hear from

yousthat Vietnam also shares Malaysia's

desire for peace, independence, freedom
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and neutrality in our region of South East
Asia; as well as in Asia and elsewhere

in the world. Malaysia will respond

positively, to any country's efforts towards
these objectives. Malaysia accepts your
words in good faith,as coming from a

respected leader of a great and brave country.

. As you have said; Mr. Prime Minister;

Vietnam is trying to heal the wounds of

war; rehabilitate and develop its economy.

and improve the living conditions of its people.
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| have assured you.that Malaysia will
sincerely cooperate and extend whatever
assistance possible. Your visit.and the

discussions that we have had,no doubt

have laid a firmer foundation for the
strengthening of mutual understanding;
cooperation and trust between our two
countries; Vietnam's contribution towards
peace and stability in the South East
Asian Regionewill be looked upon by us

allyas an act of wisdom; farsightedn$ss
0

and great statesmenship on the part/its leaders.
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Com‘hct will only bring suffemngs and
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misery; cooperation and understand1ng,

on the other hand, have never failed to

bring the blessings of peace and prosperity.

6; Our discuss1ons are not ohly
60nf1ned to general1t1esf po]1c1eé and
pr1nc1p]es' Between Ministers and officia1s
on both s1des there haQe been d1scuss1ons
on spec1f1c matters- Qur Ministers of

Agr1culture and officialsy,have met to map

out strategies for future cooperation

between Vietnam and Malaysia in agricultural
matters,
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The discussions range from techn1cal
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cooperat1on commerc1al crops such as

rubberr 07 | pa]m cocoa and coconut to

exchange of personnel and 1nformat1on

I | understand that Vietnam seeks

assistance in kind and techno1ogy Malaysia

has agreed to make ava1lable the fol]ow1ng

items:—

(a) Coconut seeds of the MAWA

var1ety for exper1mental pUrpose,

(b) Cocoa seeds for experimental

purpose.
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(c) Vaccine for poultry.

| understand that this is

urgently required because
of the current devastating

Tloods.

8. As regards rubber; we have agreed

to assist Vietnam in providing laboratory
equipment and training facilities for
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research,worth about Malaysian $1 million,

At present; 0 Vietnamese personnel are

undergoing training in the Rubber Research

Institute Experimental Station; | am glad
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to know that Vietnam has decided to join

and be a member of the Associationnof Natura]

Rubber Producing Countries. This; if | may
be permitted to say so; is a wise anc

farsighted decision,

9, As regards Palm 011; Malaysia is
prepared to make available training facilities
for Vietnamese personne]; if they are so

required.
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10. Mr. Prime Minister. Ma]ays1a

shanes in your oountny S m1sfontune as

3 nesult of the serious f]ood wh1ch youn

oountny is ounnent]y suffen1ng Tha1land

and Ind1a are also suffen1ng the same

calam1ty | wou]d gneatly aggnec1 te 1f

you would be good enough to oonvey to

the Govennment and the people of V1etnam'
Ma]ays1a S sympathy and feel1ng of gn1ef
As 2 token of fn1endsh1p,wh1oh the people
of Ma]ays1a have for the people of V1etnam

we would like to extend a small donation of

Malays1an 3100 000/— for nel1ef work.
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| tnust that thts small token cf cuns,w1l]
be accepted in the same fntendly spirit,

in which it is given.

_______—__________._—-—
———-—_—_______.___________-

s Mr. Prime Minister, OQur twc

countries have made an earnest and sincere

start tc be fntends and cooperate W1th
each other tcn our mutual benettts We
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must make every etfont to ach1eve peace and
stab111ty in thts region, | am confident

that ycun V131t is the begtnn1ng f 9031t1v

eftorts to improve and further strengthen

the alneady gccd, tniendly and condta]
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relations between our two countnies; ks you
have sa1d Hanoi is on]y 3 houns awa yﬂgx_a1r
fnom Kua]a Lumpun and Ho Ch1 M1n C1ty only
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one and 2 half houns away How near our

W
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two countn1es ane' Cannot the fn1endly

ne1at1ons between our two countn1es,be

that near too?

12. Th1s aftennoon V1etnam and Malays1a
s1gned the A1n Services Agneement “Ihl§“l§.

a good stant We a1so s1gned 2 Jo1nt Statement

ﬂs | have said let us make every effont

y words as well as y deads; to dispel
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any nemaining feeling of distnn§i* 2
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and fean,between our two countn1es We can

do 1t, if we can show thatmggrlwonds and

deeds,ane genuine and sincene.

13; Befone | conclude; | would a]ao 1fke
to dnink to your contfnued good health and
successr as well as {0 tne Government ana
people of V1etnam' Yonn Excellencies and
D1st1nguashed guests nay ¥ ask ynu alI to

rise and join me 1n the toast Thank you
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