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e are in the third year of our Seccnd lialaysia Plan,
cometime this year there will be an overall mid-term review of its
luplementation. As far as the Ministry of Iducation is concerncd,
tation and any defect or delay must be speedily rectified, I would

like to say again what I have said many times before that this
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the Teaching Service for any one who is not prepared to work and

Gogs his best. The Lducation Ministry cannot afford to carry deade
Wwood and will not do sOe
c One of the basic challenges in national developiient is
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the realilssation of the Full votential of the wvast human resources
of the country. liconomic expansion is vital in order to vrovide
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productive employment for school=lecaverse 1o intensify such

=

absorption and to produce adequatve numbers of skilled personncl

~ 1

necessary for tiae implementation of the new economic policy, tine
education and training systems ere being gearcd more effectivelye.
he education system 1 ensolidated so as to make 1T an
efficient and effective vehicle for the achievement: of-tHepe. - &'~
importantcdbjectives of ‘national developments Thus

(a) the concept of basic education has been extended

to Include not ©

=

ly the prim&ary cycle, but also
three years oi lower secondary education,

(b) the pattern of secondary <ducation has been
reorganised with the introduction of comprehensive
and poste=compreliensive educations and

(c) the shift towards a better balance between general
academic education, on the one handy and vocational,
technical and sclence educationeg on the others

De Over the years since our country's independence, we have

directed all our effortss energy and financial resources towards
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L shall make the closest - scrutiny as to the extent of its implemen-
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expending our primary and secondary education and providing places

and teachers for theme. This year in Vest Malaysia, there are

about leb32 million children in the primnery sehbols and about

5024000 in the secondary schools, totalling about 2.1 million
in West Malaysia alonece This year in fast Malaysia, there are
about 160,000 children in the primary schools in Sarawak and
about 130,000 in Sabah, totalling zbout 290,000, As regards

secondary schools, there are about 31,000 in Sarawak and about

45,000 in Sabzh, totalling about 76,000, Thus for the whole of
Malaysia, there are about 1.622 million children in the primary
schools and about 6534000 in the secondary schools, totalling
about 2,48 million.
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‘+ o During the last few years, we have started directing our

attentiony, efforts, energy and financial resources towards lmproving
the standard and cuality of education in the primary and secondory

schoolse Under the SecondalMalaysia Plan, & sum of $448,48 million
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has been allocated for the further development and improvement of
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cducatione. For 1975, & sum of 142,396,600 has been allocated for
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education development, of which $113%,7014900 are for West lalaysia,
9144153,90C for Sarawak and $14,961,000 for Sabah,
3 Operating expenses foredUcation for 1973 amount to $700,623,9CT,

/&
of which $629,801,629 are for VWest kalaysia and $70,822,360 fox

sast Malaysiaes This amount 1s & blg incrcase over previous years:

-

and is & clear evddence of the importance which our people and

government attach to education, This places us 1n the Lducction

it
Ministry, the State iZducation Departments and in the Teaching

B

Service in a position of grect responsibility and truste Ve cannot
Oe At the state level, you, the Directors of Lducation and
yvour staff bear the heaviest rcsponsibilitye I have the fullest
confidence that you will, as you have always donc, discharge your

-y

duties and responsibilities fully znd with dedicationes Your position
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1n the st is5 not an easy onc, In addition to your meny and varied

ate
administrative duties and responsibilities, you have to maintain

a close liason and cordial relationsnip with the government,
authorities and personalities in the statéee It is in thilis respect,
among others, that you will be severely testede On my part, 1 shall
do all 1 can to advise, guide and support YyouU.

"/ o I would like to remind 211 concerned, particularly those in
the Tducation Ministry and in the idducation Department in the statess
that they exist to serve the public. Zvery e¢ffort must be made DY
them to help and render assistonce rather than create diificultiess
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(b) compensatory czducation;

(c) pre~=school ceducation:

(d) teacher training:

(e) parent~tezcher associationss

(f) administration and management of hools; and

(;

) the new school bcords,
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noor and low standerd of Inglish, especially in schools 1n tThe
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rural areas, dnglish 1s tae second compulsory ianguage in our
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schoels. If immediate and effective remedial actlon 1s not taken,

our children’s educatlion, especilally those in tThe rural arecas,
ill undoubtedly suffer and more s£o when taey rcach the secondary
leveles Those studying science and teciinical subjects will be wuiue
worst sufferers. Accordingly, the Ministry will launch 2 campiign
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Lenguage Unit has been estiblished by the Ministry to co-ordinate
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10a The Ministry, starting from this yeary will also be

i |

launching a threewycar projcct on Compensatory Zduciatlone Lhis

=l

project is made possible because of a generous donation ol about

314,000,000 promised by the Van Leer Found:stion of the Netherliands
The Compensatory Education will be directed at the disadvantoged
and slow learners and pre~scliool children. A national workshop
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ond a national seminar on pre-=school education will be held in

~

the middle of this year with the assistance of international
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expvertse At the 17th Session of the Generazl Confercence of UlLSCO

whe &

in Paris last year, I suggested tiaat UNLSCU declered 1974 as a

"Childhood Education Yecar%, I am glad that UNESCO and Malaysila
are paying increasing attention to the educaticn of children of

pre=school age, particularly those who come from the disadvantvaged

and handicaped groups and who suifer from malnutrition. These

-
e

children if not saved early, will suffer irreparable brain camagee

oo olt/m

e

l.——.-_‘-—i_‘



1l To ensure proper supervision and control of
kindergartens and nusery schools shich have bee n mushrooming

all over the country, rules known as the Education (Kindergarten
and Nusery School) (ﬁegluur“tlor) Rulesy 19724 have bcen made
and gozetted on 28th Deccmber, 1972, At this confecrencey you
will be discussing the implementation of the rules. You will
also be discussing the drafts of the School and Educctiona
Institution Boards Rules ond the Parcent-Teacher Association
Rulese I need hardly stress the importance of these two sets of

draft ruless
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124 18 you knowy Standard III Tests in Bahasa Malays

Bahasa Inggerisy Bahasa China, Bahasa Tamil and Ilmu Hisab will
be held starting from this yecar, You will be discussinz their

implementatione
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12 There arc 62,662 teachers in the Governricnt Lfeachlns

Service and 3830 in the Fon-Government Unified Teaching Servicce and

other Teacaing Schemeses I am glad to know that there arce only about
22¢ teachers who have not yet becen paid their arrears of salorye I
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Wwe are paying particular attention to our teacher training, not only

" |

1n respect of increasing the numbers but 2lso in its standard and
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gualitye. We will still face shertage of graduate teachers for someline

to come,y especially in science, mathematics and techniczl subjects.

Until we overcome this problemy, we will recruit as many as we can-fron

overgease. 1o improve the administration and management of schoolc,
starting from April this yeor, the ifinistry will conduct ineservicce
courses Ifor headteachers ol primary ond secondary schools specially

for This purposces

Tlre To engure thet there a1s 2 fair yotation of teachers to 2nd

he Ministry has set up the necessary

ct

from urban and rural areas,
nachinery to look after, among others, the transfer of teacherse

olmilar machinery will be set up at the state level.

15 Lastly, I would like to mention about the school dropout

problems Although there has been no further increase in the number ol

dropouts this year, the number 1s still H“Uﬂ and will continue to eaiice

us great concern, We anticipate that the preliminary report ¢f our
investigation into this problem will be completed at the end of this
monthe I am informed that the investigotion has informed us gu’le &
and os a resulty we hope that more cffective 2
be taken to grcatly reduce the number of dropoutse
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nave been informed that this is due to a2 number of unavoidable reascCliis

lotd
action.: could
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