Address by the Hon'ble Minister,
Enche Hussein Onn, Minister eof
Education, Malaysia, on Monday,
29th November 1977 at the Opening
Ceremony of the Unesco Regional
Seminar on Productien Planning &
Distribution of Text and General
RBooks in Asia at the Dewan Bzhasa

dan Pustaka at 10,30 am.
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respect, I appeal to the public to respond-génerously
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when they receive requests for donations as well as
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that theyﬁpseftﬁeffacilities provided by the National
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Books are an indispensable instrument for

-

D
learning. They are:-
(2) one of the major means of communication gecieet
(b) a vital repository of information in
subjects like arts, science and technology,
as well as history and culture,
In spite of the development o{fizss media, such as radlo
and television, books will continue to play their

LOE2.

important pex=t in the dissemination of knowledge. Books

will continue to be one of the facteors for ;;;;éigié%
7 s mtoe.
development and modernisation of nations. =&E=Eu;h,
the books that ;:;~plan, develop, design and edit,will
be intimately linked with the efforts to promote rapid
economic and soclal progress. Books will continue to

be an important tool through which the people can develop

the knowledge and skill required to accelerate effectively

the process of national growth. Books are playing—an



indispensable iﬂle in education development,

6. Many &ngpedlents are required to make education

a2 complete.whole, By far the most important 1s the

production of proper and suitable textbooks. The cost

of textbooks must be within the reach of every income
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bracket. The Malaysian Government has been spending

&n—the-;;%;gn—ei M§1,2 million annually to meet the needs
of textbooks for school children in the rural areas.

At best, this effort can only be regarded as an expedlent.
A more practical and permanent solutien has to be found.

Iy hepe thls Semlnar will seriously consider ways and

means of reducing the cost of textbooks. Book producthgf
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today is an important industry. Reading habits are belng

cultivated and spread. I1n the production of textbook5
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and generazal books, certaln costs haxe_te—be—aeeeﬁ%eé
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=)/ Cost of materlalq(may_ha_an_the—anspe&se

However, there are other areas which eou&d bq/eﬂpéeﬁeé

cledeenassnl J”a:, Ol i B reasad

A with %.- view to lowering the cost of textbooks. For

example ¢ ~
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(a) Cost of labour could be reduced by

increased efficiliency.
(b) Beoks with So0ft covers are cheaper than

¢'~}' Tl

those—with hard -covers.

wlmatrnations—and Using less colours,
seuld-be slichily cheaper,
(d) International and/or regional co-operation
in making blocks for illustrations of
alsnatsl

textbooks for co-operative use weudd reduce

the costs of production,
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"l e I understand/successful experiments have been

carried out in Tanzania te reduce the costs of textbooks.
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It—hos—been-made—known-to-me that in Indonesia, they

2ty i o

have embarked-er 2 method of textbook production which

t.a":‘;‘"‘-l_,

has lowered the costs of textbooks considerably. #Aes—an

example, the mathematics textbook containing 104 pages

',p-#'_ , ‘_;44._.-'-4* rf-

for a second grader in the primary school,costs in-the

reaieon—eof 24 cents. inMalavsien -meney.

If this Seminar
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anewhere tgday wguld certalnly_earn the-undy&ng—gya%itude

o j_.-_r__,.-f_.- .._.-r-*""'ﬁ"—'-t'f..ll.--‘--‘ ,-.ﬂ-“--t'.-'—-qr,f .4:,..-:?"‘ -

ai_paﬂents partlcularly_those in the rural*aneas The

. e -
i iy Jl‘_ q.a.-ﬁ': f‘-i'hi-.fﬂ )
-"l,—-'- e

H‘-*
Lﬂ._,.-i_"__,. ""':.d"‘" e e o ‘/’4_‘-\- - e ...r_-...

saix;ng one of the great problems een££9nt;ng the sprea

and expansion of education. Hewever, Il would like to
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education for all. We want to provide equal educational
4 o

L L ntenl __..n--a-—-: o et LTS Al P
opportunities for pupils 1in the ruralxbﬁd urban areas.
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9. Books must reach the rural areas Where most
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10, We have now reached a period in the development
of education in our respective countries when we need

more books. In Malaysia,we need more books 1in the

Malaysian language written by authors whe—iake—ﬁpide—;n
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deneloplng/1deas{consistent with(tha aims and aspirations.
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