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¥p. Chairman, Excellencies:

Tou will perhaps permit me to say
at the outset that our meeting here has
a special poignancy for me personally.
My presence today follows the footsteps
of my oreat friend and 11lustrious
predecessor; the late Tun Maji Abdul Razak
bin llussein. He was a foundinc father of
ASCAN whose vision of its future nover
dimmed and who remained a prime moving
force behind 1t throughout his 1ife. | know
that he had particularly looked forward to
this first meeting of ACLAN Heads of
sovernment, He saw it as a time to take stock
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of past activities, a time to consolidate

and, even more, 2 time to build for the
future., He is no longer with us, but | pledge
to thigwppnference to carry on the work that

is his, legacy.
Lxcellencies:

2 As we meet tnday; the world has already
entered the last quarter of the 20th Century.
areat and rapid chances have occurred and will
continue to occur around us, Stasgering

nroblems confront us — of international

monetary and trade relations, of multi-national
corporations, of raw materials and energy,
of a new regime for the seas, of the

environment, of poverty and over population,



3

to list but a few. These are problems which
recuire a measure oi co-operation among
nations, -and- first of -all regional co-operztion,

unprecedented in human history.

. - For our part, we in Malaysia are
fundamentally geared to the politics of
co-operation, Internationally, we seek the
creation of a new international system based
on peace, order and justice. Ye feel that

we can best contribute to tiis process by a
nolicy of true non-alignment. It is a policy
that is as valid and vital today in a world
frauaht with the dangers of great power

heoemonism'—-politically, economically and
militarily — as it was when the world was split
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ideologically between Last and ‘est, [alaysia
#i11 not be a party te international confrontstion
and rivalries. Our values of freedom and
democracy; we shall defend at all costs. But

we also stand ready to co-operate with all
countries, irrespective of political ideclooy

or social system, on the basis of mutual

respect and friendship and non-interference.

Lxcellencies:

4. the history of Southeast Asia particularly
in the last three decades surely reiriforces

the urgency of co-operation. Because of our
natural resources and our strategic location;

Ve haveialways heen objects of interest to
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external powers. This pattern will go on until
such time as we can co-operate tocether, and
stanc together, to exert our richis against
tnose who iake acvantage of our weakness anc
our disarray. .e face so many challenoes in
common — of poverty and over-population, of
insecurity, of economic exploitation, of social
transformation. These are challenges that
demand a collective regional response. lhis
awareness long aco caused us in ialaysia to
espouse regionalism. !y Governmeni today is
the heir to the priceless legacy of regionalisn
which was the corner-stone of llalaysian foreign

policy under my esteemed predecessor.
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Let me reaffirm that regionalism will continue

to be niven primacy in Malaysia's foreign policy.
Hp. Chairman, Excellencies:

De Today as we deliberate together, we can

look back with cuiet pride at just how much
AL has transformed first of all, the mood

of Southeast Asia. HNine years ago; for nany

0f us; our ties with external powers were
stronger than our links with each other, loday
we are true neighbours, more conscious of our
common destiny, more aware of our sharec
traditions and histories, and more determined
to work tocether towards hicher levels of
co-operation, ASEAN today is a viable

organisation. Over the years, it has
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successiully coped with initial nroblems of
adjustment. It has gained international
recognition as a genuine sub-ragional organisation
of considerable promise. These are not

inconsiderable achievements.

B. But there is prnmise; and there is
performance. [t is this promise that we have
to live up to with actual performance, lhe
learning and adjustment phase, long as it

may seem to some; was not wasted, |t has

seen a necessary prelude to the new phase that
we are about to enter; a phase of consolidation,
of dreater and more intensive bo—operation'

of a new thrust towards more meaningful inter-
denendence. e should now be poised to broaden
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the scope of co-operation in those areas where
the burden of experience proves success most

likely and consensus most available.

Excellencies:

L In looking ahead; gconomic co-gperation
is clearly the most vital area of AGLAN
oandeavour. It is the possible benefits Trom
reaional economic co-operation that brought
our countriss together in the first instance.
g are all engaced in our own couniries in the
nrocess of accelerating the growth of our
respective national economies. Dut even as

we help our own selves, we can simultaneously

help each other. Hational economic growth
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and regional econemic co-operation are not
mutually exclusive — indeed they compiement
anc reinforce each other. Our Lconomic and
‘lanning Ministers in their deliberations in
wovember of last year have come up with several
recommencations that should now serve as the
agenca tor action in the field of econopic
co-operation. luch werk still needs to be done
to arrive at detailed arrangements acceptable
to all, but it is heartening to note that the

outlines for co-operation have been clearly

indicated. Let us now pursue these objectives
with vigour,

3. If we can nake prooress in economic
co-operation, we would have made a substantial
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| 10
4 contribution towards the maintenance of our

respective national security as well as the
larger regional security, ASLAN is not, nor
should be, a security organisation. In the
final analysis, our securitly depends on our
ability to provide the goods of 1ife Tor our
necple and to build societies which are just
and fair to all., Uf course, | do not minimise
military preparedness and strength. OUn-going
bilateral security co-operation between ACLAN
countries is both necessary and desirable,
Indeed we should iniensify and expand such
co-operation when and where necessary. Uut it
is important that such initiatives should be

left to individual states to take, outside



"

11

the perview of the orpanisation. ASEAN should
not be side-tracked from its central purpose
of promoting economic and socio-culiural

co-operation in Southeast Asia,

J. . lMalaysia sees no benefit in the politics
of confrentation which merely saps encrgy

and resources, better devoted to development
purposes. In emphasizing the consolidation

of econoalg co-operation gn ASLAN, Tet me
reafflrm)that'such consolidation is not to be
viewed as ASELAN turning inwards on itself

or setting itself up in oppesition to any

state or group of states. ASLAN remains.
non-iceclogical, non-military, non-antaconistic.
It should exist to serve the interest of all of
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coutheast Asia. Ueo-operation is its credo.

Conflict is not its business.

10, it the last Ministerial lVeetinc held
in Fu<1 Lumpur 31most a year ano, ASLAN has
shown its readiness to extend its hand of
friendship, coodwill and co-gperation to

the Governments of the Indo-Uhina states.
There is also scope for co-operation on a
bilateral basis and within the functional
regional organisations which already exist,
| think it can fairly be said that we have

done our bit, that we have begun 1o play our

nart in trying to overcome the prejudices and
nassions of the past. Ve have now qood cause

to await the response.
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W,  looking to the future, the Kuzla Lumpur

seclaration of Havember 1971 provides the

pasis for peaceful; staole, and orderly
relations among the states of Southeast Asia
oR-the-one-hand and between Southeast Asia

anc the forld_oa-the-other. In this connection,
the work of the ASCAN Committes of Senior
Ufficials has reached the stane where it is
nossible for this Meeting to endorse their
detailed fecommehdationsand to direct that

consideration be civen to the implementation,

wherever possible; of initial steps to be taken
towards the recognition of, and respect for the
cone. In this endeavour, the way ahead will be

determined by the relations between all the
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states of Southeast Asia. [T we have frequently
asserted that working towards Zonal Keutrality
was always relevant during the years of
Southeast Asian conflict and adjusiment, we

nust affirm that it is all the more relevant
now when we are entering into a phase of
regional consolidation; and we must all adjust

our policies accordingly.

et
/S

(’a

1. Among us; member-states of ASLAR,

the habit of political consultotion and
co-operation has taken guite firm hold. in
various international forums; it has become
increasingly possible for us to make our voices
heard by taking a common stand especially on
matters pertaining to the ASLAR region.
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‘e should strencthen this trend. A1 the same
time, we should consider the pos ssible extension
of this trend to the wider Southeast /sian
renion wherever possible. fe all have many
aroblems and interests in common and our
sorking together will undoubtedly adc to the
credibility of our initiatives in protecting
and advancing the interests of the region.

Cxcellencies:

1% i
| The need to strenothen and consolicate

our programme of co-operation coes not and
should not stop at governmental level,

ASLAN is more than the SUn tota] of governmental
and bureaucratic 1nt9ract1on It is ultimately

all of the peOples in all of our countries.
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1t ig time that we encourage more people-to-people
contact to give ASEAN a greater sense of
community. ¥%e can do this through intensitfied
social and cultural do-operation. cocial and
cultural matters cut zcross political divides

and in doing so they often help us to better
appreciate and understand each other's
nerspectives and problems. In a region as
diverse as ours; that ability can be of the

utmost importance.

Cxcellencies:

Fd

13.  The fact that we, the Heads of
Government can meet today to deliberate
on the common future of ASLAN indicates how
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far along the path of co-operation we have
tpavelled together. The loose Association
we formed has become cohesive enough ior us

to brino into being the Permanent AGLAk

Secretariat. “e were right, | feel; in making
the decision to organise a modest Cecretariat
in the firstins%ance. There will be time
for the-Seeretariat to orow as the need arises
and as the resulis beoin to show. the
Secretariat; small though it is, could serve

as an ~ffective nucleus and catalyst for further

action. Indeed there are prospects for

broadening the scope f&? ASLAN co-Operation;
particularly in the economic field. It is
importont that the Secretariat should be able to
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play a meaningful and proper role in this regard.

s
[

H.
matters which | would like to touch on. Ihe

there are two other organisational

first relates to the working methods and terms
of referance of AOLAL's many Lommiitees, which
in fact were the subject of a special meeting
of LGLAN officials in October 1974, lhese
Committees are the sinews and muscles of ASLAL
Precisely because we value ihe success of
AcbAl, it 1s essential that they should be
affective and efficient, that they should not
duplicate or overlap with each other, and that
they should be active and vigorous bodies fully
capable of undertaking their responsibilities.

ve must tzke care to ensure that théy are so




organised that they do not lose that sharp
cutting edce of freshness and eneray, which

is 80 necassary 10 success.

15. The second organisational matter
relates to ASLAR's organisational framework.

we are all sceptical — anc ri?htly §0 = of
any aran¢ super-siructure. but with the
emphasis which we are now civing to econamic
co-operation and, specifica}]y; with the recent
meeting of teonomic and Trade Ministers who
would be meeting more recularly in the fufure;
it is important that we should rationalise

and streamline our orpanisational framework

in order to ensure the optimum results.




txcellencios:

10, ASEAN exists because i1 serves a need.
1¥ continues to exist because it does not

demand from us what we cannot give. ASEAN

has been able to absorb national differences
hecause it is a relatively informal organisation
without rigid rules of procedure and without
elaborate structural machinery. /ASLAK
co-operation succeeds because such co-operation
is {reely extended; arising out of the
experience that in specific instances of

co-operation, our separate incividual interests

are advanced even as our common interest is
served. Ve have always made haste slowly, net

because we are not moved by dreams of what is
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desirable, but because we are only too aware
of what is sustainable. ASLAK stands for .

co-aperation, not conflict. It strives not

to harm but to harmonise the interests of all,

‘s we deliberate on the future activities of

AcLAl, let us not forget these features that

f{’

have sustained it throush its first decade of

axistences.

1. In pursuing the politics of co-operation
we must be guided largely by the need to produce
results which alone will make possible further

reinvestments in co-operation. Our responsibility 5

therefore is a particularly heavy one, as it i

upon our judgement that the momentum of future
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co-operation depends. Uur Feeting here in Cali
has been variously characterised as "historic”,
"2 turning point", "a water-shed” and many
ofher_graphic ohrases from the lexicon of

rich oratory. For my part, | must confess

to some scepticism about such ringing pirases.
| am impressed not by the shadow of words but

osults. | believe that

:

VL,L ' 0 A S -
in our preparations fer this Feeting in Bali,

by the substance of p
the five ASCAN Governments have focussed their
attention fully and realistically at the highest
level on the nossibilities for co-operation.
| believe that the possibilities for higher

leve{s of co-operztion, particulorly in the
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