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r. Uhairman, Cxcellencies:

Over the last iwo days, we have
deliberated tonether condidly and sincerely
on the nresent state of 250K and on the
future directions it should teke. Fs

nartners in regional procress and co-operation,

we have earnestly sought to harmonise possibly

differing interests and we have been

successful. ¥ the advencement of our
collectivel interest should appear to some

nduly modest after the greater part of a

decade, 025 reply is that we have not
- Owwvedu 24
al10wad(fo he deceived by words. ‘e can point

to concrete aoreement in the importont areas



of joint economic action, joint political
action, social co-operstion, cultural
co-operation, as well as the settino up of
the Permanent Secretarict. Together they
mark the beginning of a serious attempt at
consolidating ASEAN,

~xcellencies:

s As we enter into the phase of /LLAN
consolidation, we are acutely conscious that
we do not exist in a vaccum. The ASLAN
sub-region is an integral part of the
Southeast “sian region. Ue can no more shut
off the other countries of Southeast /sia

than they can us. A decade ago, we too were



free from 2ll manner and form of external
interference. %e in ASL/AN have advanced this
concept, but it is not a concept that is
exclusive to ﬁziﬁﬁ: It involves each and
every ooutheast /sian couniry and theip
contribution to the realisation of the Zone
is every bit as important. ihere is ample
room for co-operztion under the umbrella of
a perceived common destiny. Ue should not

lack the vision to try.

4, By our action at this leeting in
endorsing the conceptual framework of the Zone,
we have taken a very big step forward. ‘e are
now ready to begin to take initial concrete

steps that would translate concepts into reality.



alienated in varying dearees from each

other. but once we made the new beginning

in our relations, we did learn the negative
nature of conflict and the positive benefits
of co-operation. Valaysia feels certain that
a new beoinning can similarly be made in
the relations between all Southeast Asian
countries. Ye cannot resolve our differences
or overcome our prejudices all at once. but if
we can learn to co-operate even as our
differences and prejudices remain, we woulc
at the very least be heading in the right
direction.

3, A1l of Southeast /Asia have a common
stake in a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Meutrality



J

the treaty of fmity and Co-operction, the
first wholly indigenous multi-lateral ireaty
in the history of Coutheast /sia, is a most
important initial step towards the realization
of Zonal Heutrality. [T the pattern of our
reiations with each other can be made
nredictable and stable, we can not only devote
more collective attention to improving the
terms and quality of our relations with exira
regional partners; but also oblige them to

explore more constructive and equitable

relations with us. This development would

serve both our individual as well as regional

interests. The improvement of the terms and
cuality of our relations with others recuire



0
that we Tirst improve the quality ol cur own

relations with each other.

¥ seyond improving the climate of
intra-regional relations, it is also necessery
for us individually and in concert {o get

on with the work of huilding the dynamism

that will sustain the Zone. ‘e are already

in effoct building these in our separate
endeavours in our respective couniries, and

in our common endeavours through ASLAL,

. “e are each in our own way and
according to our own circumstances mebilizing
our population for nation-building and rapid

economic development. Tonether we are also



[
encaned in laying the foundation for ihe

harmonisation of our interests in the region.
‘e have come te recoonise that there is tie
real possibility of accelerating our oun
respective national economic development
nrocesses throuch increased intra-regional
tpade, throush improvement of the terms of
our extra-regional trade, through industrial
harmonization and complementarity. The
development of a community of regional interests
is necessarily a slow process, especially

as the long history of regicnaT alienation
had ended only a short decade ago. If

in ten short years we have succeeded in

irahsforming radically the climate of

a]ienétibn into'a climate of co-0peration;
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nowever rudimentary; the prospects for
‘eveloping regional inter-relatedness cannot
but bebricht. Global developments are also
forcing us to recognise the community of
interests that we must share if we are to

cope with them,

Excellencies:

T coutheast Asia today is in the grips

of new realities, and consequently new
challenges. ‘e are in the position to influence
tc a not insignificant degree the shape of
events in our region. he are responding, it
seems to me, in a more intense and more
systematic pattern. Uur foreion pélicies impact
on each other directly. Some of the results of
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this have already emerced from our deliberations
these last few days. Ve have a long way still
to.go. Ahead of us lics 2 lot of learning

and mutual adjustments; a lot of discussions,

a lot of hard negotiations: but we have

already made another new beginning here in

bali. /nd thoucgh there will be the inevitable
setbacks initially, | am certain that we will

prevail in this decade of consolidation.

fir. Chairman, Excellencies:

8. ror me personally, the experience

of these last few days have been tremendously
stimulating and instructive. ‘s a new comer

to Summitry, | have approached it not without a



' peOpla,we wouldhavemade 2 pbr{hy _”“iﬂa
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certain diffidence. The kindness and
considerztion of my colleagues during our
- deliberations have however helped me enormously.

| would be remiss if | did not take this

s ' opporiuni{j to thanl you, r. Chairman, most
' sinceraly for your graciousness in hosting
_ th1s meet1ng in th1s 1dy1lic setting 11 ve 2.

in ASLAN could establish in ﬁouthﬂast hsia

the ca]m tranquility that epitamizas this
heaut1fu1 island of Bali and the 31VEB“9f iy 4

!"“

contribution indeed o=t &
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