Opening Address by the Lonourehle lilnister
of Educetion, Inche Hussein Onn, &t the
IEETING of CAMBRIDGE EXAITd:TICHS ADVISCRTY
COiLITTEE held in the Bslesl Seminer,

Dewan Bahssa den Pusteke, Kuala Lumpur

on Mondayv, 3rd July, 1972 at 9,00 am,

It ~ives me crect pleasure to be with you this
morning at this bienniel ccnference, and to welcome our
two visitors from Cambridge, Dr. Wild and Mr. Hardy.
4s vou are all aware, the joint effort between lieslaysia
and Cambridee in the conducting of Cambridge excminetions,
dates beck to some seventv years, These biennisl meetings

are important; thev solve problems which srise in the conduct

of the SPM, MCE and HSC examinations.

As from this verr, the processing and issuing of SPU
results, will be done in Kuala Lumpur. Followlng this, 10
is clso our intention to marticipste more effectively &nd
in & sreater meesure in the MCE examination #nc also 1in
the HSC exsmination. It is becsuse of this that we will be
merking the Historv, Geozraphy and Mathematlcs papers for the MCE
examinetion stoarting from this yvear. In order to cope with
the incressed load, we will purchase another computer and other
~ccessories, costing 1.5 million dollars. Additional steff will
also be recruited.

l.e now have 17 examinetion snecirlists in the Test

Develonment Unit for building objective-tvpe question pPepers
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for the Standard Five Assessment Examination and the SEP/LC:
exsminotions, and the treditionel papers for the Vocational
and Commercicl Certificate Examinetions. These snecialists have

also built the Nuffield-tvpe examination napers for the Modern

=l

Physics, Modern Chemistry end lodern Biology courses. SPM/MC:

exominotion cendidetes will be able to offer these courses for the

first time in 1973. These specialists will also study the SPIM/HCE
syllabuses for all subjects with the view to making them suitable for

local reculrements.,

Islam is the religion of Malaysia, and Islamic studies

st the tertisry level are being broadened with the esteblishment of



the Faculty of Islam 2t the Wetionsl University, As &
result of this, from 1973, Islamic Studies =t the SPE/ECi

level will be mrde a cognate subicct for selection into

Form Six. It is also our intention that with the broadening

of Islamic studies at the tertiery level, three subiccts,

nomely, Arabic Langusge and Literature, Islamic Tenets and

Islamic Theology should be mmde subjects offerable ot the

Principal level in the HSC examin~tion, beginning from 1973,

The present Examin~tion Syndicete building is
inadequite for our nceds., A new ten-storey building,
costing 4 million dollers, is now under construction ot Jalan

Duta and is expected to be redy in esrly 197.. Amnle stornge

spece will also be aveilsrble for storing ~nswer scripts,
objective answer sheets, stationery, etc,

We have established a Biological Supplies Unit
in J:len Damensera and we h-ve the focilities and staff to
prepore examination meteriols for the proctical science

examin~tions at SPM, IMCE and HSC levels for the 1973

examin~tions. In order to ensure the preparation and

sunply of these science m terisls and speéimens in good time
for the proctical examin~tions, it is necessary th=t we

are provided with the lists of meterials and specimens reouired
for the examin~tions by Februsry of each vear.

The Biological Sunplies Unit will also suonnly
blological mrterials for classroom teschineg so thet local
specles of plents and enimols which are useful end meaningful
to the pupils, con be studied,

We are keeping abre~st with educational develovments

in other psrts of the world. lic do this by sending our

officers abroad to attend international conferecnces, smin-rs and

worksheps. Ve cre determined to ensure that our educotional
system 1s the most modern snd best suited to our countrv's needs.
The Ministry of Fducstion has ond will continue to concentrate
1ts efforts on the teaching of Mathemstics, Science and Technicol
subjects. This is to ensure =an adequete supply of the necessary

man-power for our country's development and progress,

AP F =t



lie are in the nrocess of establishing an Educational
Development Centre where efforts will be directed, not only on
curriculum revision and develomment and the prensration of our
own syllabuses, but also on new techniques of testing and
evaluation,

Twe training courses were conducted in August, 1971,
and April, 1972, to train & total pf 55 Seience terchers in
test develonment ond prapﬁrﬁtionLﬁuﬁation papers for the

Nuffield-type science exoamination, which will be introduced

1n the SPM/HGE examin~tions in 1973.
Another training course for 150 locel exeminers

wes conducted in Kuela Lumpur, with the ecooperation of the

Cambridge Local Exominstion Syndicete, in Anril, 1972, for

DApPers in
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a period of a fortnicht, to merk SPM and MC
respect of Mrthemrtics, Science, Geography, History snd English,

We intend to send sbout 20 more of onr exsminers to the United
Kingdom in December, 1972, for trainine.

In view of the very high cost of printing and 2ir
freighting of examinstion pevers and the incrersed volume of printing
work carried out oversess, ve are seriously considering the
posslblities of establishing our own printing unit, which will
initially mancge the printing of question paners for the
Standsrd Five Assessment Exeminotion and the SKEP/LCE exominctions.

We feel that if the draft question napers for SPM/MCE exsmin-tions

can be finelised corly by Combridge, and the question pepers
desprtched early to us by surface moil, » big reduction in
freight chorges can be mede,

With the increased perticination by us in the conduct

of the SPM/MCE examinstions this vear, and further, with the

growth in the number of universities in our country, we intend

to pley a more active end bigger role in the conduct of the

HSC examinction es well., In addition, to our present participation,
e wish to teke on more work relating to the HSC examinstion,
porticularly in the processing of entries, apvointment of

examiners, apportionment of scripts, etc.

I would like this meeting to ¢ive very serious
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consiceration to all the matters which I hove mentioned,
I hope Dr, Wild and Mr. Hordy will hove & pleosant
stay in our country. I now hrve grest pleasure in decloring

open the mecting,

Kementerian Pecla jaran Malaysia,
Kunle Lumpur,

3hb Julni, 1972.
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