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wr, Chairman:

Your Excellencies;
uistinguished Delegates:
Ladies and Gentlewen:

R S
égain to be with an RSEﬁE gathering so soon
after the ASLAL ileads of Government %«%eetinh
in Uali, Letl me take-this,nppartunity to
extend a warm welcome to you, distinguished
ASEAN Economic Ministers and their
delegates,

-
saltf™



A viuch has been written and
said about the Dali Susmit. 11 is
still too earily to say how it will
go down in the history of South-fast
hsia. | hope the Hali Summit will
be remesbered as a HUSYARANAH AS
as & great meeting of hearts and minds
in the ASLAR region,

TS



3, After Dali, the nature and
purgose of ASEAR have been clarifisd,
ASEAN remaing 2 non-fcenlogical, non-
gilitary and non-antagonistic ercanisation,
its me
focatad in geographical South-Fast Asia,

euibership is open 1o all ctates

ti-lateral co-operation in the security
field is both necessary and desirabie,
However, it is an activity to be pursued

oy states on an individual basis outside
the purview of ASLAN,

cesdif=



4, The central purpose of ASLAH,
as re-stated by the heads of governpent,
is shat it haes always been: to advance
the material well-being of the South-fast
hsian people through effective socio-

sconosic co-operation,

cestif=



-9 | understand that you,
cistinguished ministers and delegates,
¥ill conter here in Kuala Luspur on
now AGLAE cam give flesh and bones to
such co-operation, 1| alsn understand
that you will have & concrele agenda
te guide you in your deliberations,

. /-



G

G, at this juncture in the evelution
of ASEAN, 1t will be superflous fo dwell on
the AEC of econonic cooperation, Seuth-Fast
hsiz is the world's larcest exporters of euch

iﬁf‘iﬁaf‘y {5

peotdities as rubber, tin, palm oil,
tropical hardeood and copra, In additien,
it hae abundant unutilised land, very
substantial petroieun and yas deposits and
enermous human reseurces, Any form of
economic, multi-iateral coeperation is
pound to benefit the region as a whole,

cenll=



{. The time has cose for ASEAE o
shift from bread generalities to hard
getafls. This is shy the deliberations

of the Economic Hinisters at this conference
and 2t subsequent zectings are of uluost
isportance, In fact, AStai's future
growth will depend very much on you and the
work of your officiale, ! aw sure vou will
ensure that the details are worked out
thoroughly so thet the fruits of econcuic
co-operation are not sonopelized by one or
two states but are shared out evenly by all
the participating countries,

vesl/=



8. At this point in tipe, we have
te restrict our scheses of econonic co-
operétion o indonesis, oingapore,
Fhilippines, Thailand and walaysia, te
do so not out of our own velition but
because these {ive states are the
existing mexbers of ASEAK,

vesd/-



g, As the fieads of Lovernments had
re-affirmed at Gali, the doors of ASFAN
are open o the other states located in
geographical South-fast Asia, 1o Dures,
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, As fap as
Halaysia is concerned, we shall strive
unrelentlessly for a truly South-Fast
hsien ASEAR. This goal may net be
achieved in 2 matter of months but we shall
vork towards it with all the energy and
reseurces at our command,

eee 10/~
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10. in recent weoks, the mass
media in lianei have nade sowe highly
critical observations abeut ACEAN in
general and the Bali Susmit in particulear,

in oy view, it is unforiunate thet
such remarks should be made, | hope
that they do not reflect the views of
the Government of the Uemocratic
iepublic of Vielnen,

eeu11/-
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11, ASEAE is an asseciatien of
south-fast Asians, by Seuth-Last asians
and Tor South-fast Asians, %e are mot

tools of any extra-regional, Dig power
and we do net intend to be se, in Tact,
the prise motivating Torce Dehind the

idea of a peaceful, free and neutral zone,
ehich wae given expression in fuala Luspur
declaration, is precisely this:

{¢ live and work together fraternally so
that South East Asias cen De denied as 2
battle-ground fer competing axbitions to

extra-regional, big powers,

eee 12/



12,

12, Perheps henei is still teo
close in time to the Vietnam War 1o be
ahle to appreciate the true character of
ASEAN in an objective 1ight, Ge are
confident that tise will show ihal
ASEAN §e ASEAN, not a new OEATU 1

disouise,



K

13, in conclusion, let me once
again say "Selamat Uatang” and
selamat Germusyawerah’ to all our
distinguished ASEAN guests, Anc now
it glves ae great pleasurs 1o declare
‘tbe Second Feeting of Asean bcongsic
Winisters open,
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