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ur, Vice Fresident,
urs, Rockefeller,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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|t is @ happy privilege for me
this evening,to extend on behalf of the
aovernment and people of kalaysia,a very
warm welcome to you, iir, Yice Fresicent,
and to your gracious laay, lirs. nocketeller,
as well as to the other members of your
party. Your distinguished record in
American public life, lir, Vice Fresident,

is further enhanced by the remarkable
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services you have civen 1o the international
community. But, most of all, | am hapny to
welcome you,not just as an eminent representative
of the United States,or as a leadino citizen

of the world, but in your own person. The
warmth and directness of your nersonality,

and the attentive understanding which you have

shown towards our nroblems and our concerns,

it is-not-a-mere
vontv_faur hours since irst made vot
-acguaintance—-and have made a distinctive impact
‘ym

on all/who have had the cood fortune to meet you.
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the—same—oame—here—in—this—country!
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lir, Vice Fresident,

S

2. You have come at a historic
moment in ooutheast Asia which is

oregnant with many possibilities.

In such a situation,we must dare to
hope ana dare to act. & people without
historic vision is a poor thing, but

-2 vision, unless built on realities,
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invites danger and is doomed to fail.

e must respond to the realities of
tooay — that is certain. But we must
also shape them to realise our vision

of tomorrow, This is the path, often
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delicate and difficult, which Falaysia has

chosen,and we will not be deterred. Uur
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nolicy in A our attempts to encourace

?

Southeast /isian regionalism,or at least to

breakdown the barriers of past prejudices
and misconceptions, our commitment to a zonal
neutrality system, our determined pursuit

of social justice and economic development

in our own society — all these we will

steadfastly pursue.
Jore "‘/?’:—Ca-?“eq/

nd all these are predicated on

our will to ficht in the defence of our country

and our liberty. Ve accept that the world is

a2 complex place and our responses theretore
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have to be sophisticated and multi-faceted.

Qut we cannot afford to oamble with the
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security of our peonle,and we do not

intend to. ‘here there is no hoge; there

2ot
2411 he no enceavour. Our people know

the totel commitment of my Government to

the creation of a peaceful, just anc

orosperous Malaysia. It is a continuing

task,and we do not doubt our success.
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lir. Yice Fresident,
3. The earlier visit made by Fresident

Fordsand your own current visit to this
regionydemonstrate the continuing interest
of the United States in coutheast Asia,

e welcome this. In his important speech
in Honolulu in Uecember 1979, Fresicent
Ford spoke of the principle that peace in

ksia required a structure ot economic
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co-operation reflecting the aspirations

of all the peoples in the broader Asian-
facific region, This statement contains
crucial elements of our own perspective

#

of the role that the United States can

play in the region, ke believe that there

...6/-



T

o r :
w

are significant opportunities for the

United States to comtruct a new pattern

of co-operation based on inter-uependence.
The lessons of the past are there Tor all

vho wish to see. A policy of judicious

diplomatic support, a generous approacn

O
of financial, economic and trade matters,

the encouragement of appropriate private
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investment — these contain the best

assurance of a productive anau lasting
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relationship between the United States

and Southeast Asia, precisely because the

benefits are mutual, and they peks

all strata of society.
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lir. Vice Fresident,
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4, The long-standing relations
between our two countries hased on the
concept of partnership have been good,
constructive and fruitful, This happy

state of aftfairs has been made possible,
despite the obvious differences in resources
and interests between our two countries,

Decause we sharesnot only common political

and economic philosophies, but also an

outlook of moderation and responsibility.
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| should be less than frank however, if
| do not express my conviction that the
level of our relations can be intensified.
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The pre-occupations of the United otates

in recent years in the Indo-China contlict,
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have tended to obscure the possibilities
of constructive co-operation with other
countries such as kalaysia. | believe @

fresh opportunity presents itself today.

Certainly ialaysia has always made it clear tnat
in acquiring new friendsywe shall not neglect
old ones; nor also do we wish to be drawn

into the disputes and quarrels oT others.

| am hopeful, lir, Vice Fresident, that in

that spirit,your brief visit here has mace

a significent contribution to the development

of relations between our two countries.

Let us build on the foundation of mutual
understanding and mutual interest wnicn

I“‘__W—h___———'

your visit has helped to ennhance.
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J. Finally, ir. Vice Fresident,
let me wish vou and your gracious lady

a pleasant and fruitful onward journey.
Your stay with us has been all too briet,
but | hope you have captured sometning
of the tempo and flavour of lialaysian

Lne k
life,and that you will take(some pleasant

memories with you.
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0. Ladies and gentlemen, |/aew
invite you all to join me in @ toast
to the health, well-being ana happiness

of the Vice Fresident of the United otates

and krs. Nelson A, Rockefeller.
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