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suggested text of speech by YAE Datuk Hussein
Onn, Prime Minister, after dinner in honour of
Her Excellency lps, Jehan El-Sadat, wife of
the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
at 3,00 pems on Tuesday, 9th November, 1976
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Your Excellency,
Honourable Ministers,
Lxcellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great pleasure for me to extend our warm
welcome to you, Y ur Excellency, members of your distinguished
family and delegation to Malaysia.

My wife andJI have eagerly looked forward to your

visit and we are very delighted and honoured by your gracious

presence here to-day. Nearly twenty years ago His Excellency

President Anwar Sadat, in another capacity, was on a short

- ——

visit here; to-day we have his charming wife with us. We hope
that the President and his wife and their family will be able

to visit us again and together in future for they are always

welcomed in this countrye.
Our friendship with Egypt has always been on the
best of terms. We are friends not only because we are both

Muslim countries sharing m=ny things in common in our traditions

and customs, but also because we _share common ideals of peace,

justice and progress for our peoples. We in Malaysia have

therefore watched with keen interest and admiration the struggle

and determination of the people of Egypt toward the fulfillment
of their hopes and aspirations and the attainment of their
objectivese
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Mrs. Sadat herself in her own right has earned our

admiration and respect for her untiring efforts and personal
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sacrifice in caring for her people especially the disabled,

the women and children, and the less privileged in her

countrye. Her role in helping the wounded and the sick, and

in comforting their families during the October war in 1975,

is well-known all over the world and should be an inspiration
especlially to women everywhere, Mrse. Sadat is not only the
First Lady of a great country but a prime mover behind every
important activity in Egypt to-day where women are concerned.

I may add, Your Excellency, that to the many women
of Malaysia who have heard zbout you and your activities,

your dedication to duty and selfless service in the course

of women's movements in Egypt, in helping the needy, your

presence here with us to-day is a special pleasure.

As in other countries of the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) the women in Malaysia have become
consclious of their role and responsibility in society, of the
need to involve themselves and meet the challenges in development,
and to contribute to the process of nation building. It is
indeed a healthy sign that their demand for fheir rights as

individuals and as members of the society is coupled with this

sense of purpose and a desire and willingness to play a dynamic

role in national programme., Lo-day in Malaysia women are taking

active parts in national politics, economy, administration and

commerce as well as in other activities where only men were once

dominant. It is only a few days ago that the National Advisory

Gouncil on the Integration of Women in Development held a seminar

here in Kuala Lumpur where ASEAN women leaders discussed the

subject of women and employment. This Advisory Council has

become yet another vehicle in women's movements in this region,
one which has the support and encourasement of their respective
governmentse Women in ASEAN countries, such as those in Malaysia,
have therefore been given full recognition as to their poténtials

and capabilities not only in their homes but also outside, to work

side by side with mene
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Your Excellency,
.—_-—"_'—l"'—ll———_

We would like you to know that in Mzalaysia you are
not only among friends but among brothers and sisterse I am
aware that you have aleady travelled far and spent many days
away Ifrom your beloved country during your present journey
to the East and Southeast Asia. Nevertheless we hope that
you will continue to have an enjoyable and pleasant time in
Malaysia. We would like that during your short stay hére you

will be able to do and see as much as you wishe If there is

anything in particular we can do, anything we can offer you,
we would like you to let us knowe. It is our hope that the
memories you will have of your visit to Malaysia will bring
you back to see us again in the not too distant future.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I ask you to join me in a toast to Mrs. Sadat
to wish her and her family good health, happiness and every

success in her noble endeavour.
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