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Dr. Mahathir's
World Analysis

By Dr Mahathir Mohamad

HE Taiwanese people elected Chen

Shui-bian as the new President of

Taiwan. »He advocates indepen-

dence for Taiwan. It is obvious
that the majority of Taiwanese people
want to be on their own.

But it is quite unlikely that China would
allow them to be independent. They will
eventually have to be content with more
autonomy such as that enjoyed by the peo-
ple of Hong Kong. )

In Indonesia there are many provinces
which would like to become independent
states. But nations cannot allow secession
of the provinces because there will be
more demands and in the end the nations
will break up and will be succeeded by nu-
merous small and non-viable states, which
can be exploited by foreign powers.

We experienced something similar in
Malaysia. When we were trying to form
Malaysia in 1963, we had hoped Brunei
would join. :

Brunei is very rich because of the oil
that it produces. Brunei naturally expected
to retain its oil wealth if it joined Malaysia.

But this would be contrary to the Malay-
sian Government policy. In the end Brunei
did not join Malaysia as the terms were
not suitable for it. This is of course not
quite like demanding for independence but
clearly local sensitivities can become an
impediment to unity. '

Relations between Brunei and Malaysia
became strained after this. Brunei suspect-
ed that Malaysia was fomenting unrest be-
cause several Brunei dissidents had been

given asylum in Malaysia. It took a long
time for the rift to be healed.

Singapore was very bullish about joining
Malaysia as the PAP Government hoped to
be accepted as a part of the Central Govern-
ment. But the Allianice Government refused
to share power with the PAP which was not
a member of the Alliance. .

The PAP then launched a campaign fo
equal rights for all Malaysians irrespective
of racial origins. This would result in the

“ Maybe China’s one-nation two
systems can provide a solution.
It seems to have worked in Hong
Kong. Whatever the solution it
is up to the Chinese people to
decide.”

indigenous  Malays and others becoming
the deprived in their own couniry.

Using the slogan Malaysian Malaysia the
PAP tried to agitate the Chinese population
to reject the socio political contract be-
tween the races entered into during the
struggle for independence in which the spe-
cial position of the indigenous people was
recognised by the Chinese and Indians.

As a result of the PAP campaign the rela-
tion between-the Malays and the Chinese
became very tense. TheTe were demonstra-
tions by the Malays in Singapore.

In the end then Prime Minister, Tunku Ab-
dul Rahman, decided that Singapore with
its largely Chinese population was not com-
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- _‘Malaysia all for total
ban on nuclear weapons’

O FROM PAGE 12

condemned for the seizure of power
dents do not usually visit the coun-
fries whose policies they disap-
e ABS LSy Chsar

But apparently this is being done
in the context of a bigger foreign
policy scenario. It is possible that
an attempt is being made to create
a power balance in Asia, particular-
1y to curb China. ‘

Of course a lame duck President
may do strange things as the in-
coming Government will not feel it-
self bound to whatever an out-go-
ing President commits himself to.

We in Asean (The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) would
like India and Pakistan to be at
peace with each other. But the
Kashmir issue will always stand in
fhe way of good relations between
the two.

Malaysia does not wish to take
sides but we are commitied fo sup-
porting the UN resolutions on
Kashmir. It is expecting too much
for two parties to a dispute to re-
solve it through bilateral negotia-
tions. At some stage a third party
must be brought in to arbitrate.

The Kashmir conflict arose his-
torically because of the division of
the Indian subcontinent into Paki-
stan and India. When the ruler of
Kashmir failed to join either India
or Pakistan, India moved in and
claimed a substantial part of Kash-
mir as Indian territory while Paki-
stan claimed the rest.

However the Kashmir people had
not been consulted. Kashmir is a
strange state in which THe majority
oT it people were Muslims but the
ruler was a Hindu. The Hindu ruler
has been removed by India but the
people cannot be removed.

India and Pakistan may want to
make compromises but the people
of Kashmir will not allow them to.
And so Kashmir will remain a bone
of contention between India and
Pakistan and it is likely to remain
so for a very long time. .

China would like to join th
World Trade Organisation. To be a
member of the WTO, China must
open up its market, a market of 1.3
billion people. At the moment Chi-
na has a trade surplus with the US
and this is something that the US
cannot accept. ¢

The US can accept even less the
growth in China’s economic
strength. Quite obviously military
strength will {follow economic
wealth. This is what has happened
with Japan. When in the immediate
post-war years Japan was very poor
it was thought that limiting Ja-

pan’s military expenditure to one
per cent of GDP would result in Ja-
pan being permanently weak.

But the Japanese economy grew
beyond the expectations of-the
West and it became the second
richest nation in the world. One-per
cent of its GDP spent on the mili-
tary would be bigger than what the
UK spends on arms.

‘Similarly if China becomes rich,
gven if it spends only a small frac-
tion of its budget on arms, it is go-
ing to be very big. This is some-
thing that the West will regard
with apprehension.

China is also a nuclear power.
There is nothing to indicate that it
will be less responsible than the
Western powers with regard to us-
ing nuclear weapons. But then why
should it be assumed that Western
nuclear powers would be regsponsi-
ble and would not start a nuclear
war.

The fact is that nuclear weapons,
no matter in whose hands they are,
make everyone nervous and fright-
ened. Nuclear weapons must be
banned for the good of mankind as
a whole. For as long as some coun-
tries possess nuclear weapons, oth-
er countries will trv to develop and
produce nuclear weapons also.
Those with nuclear weapons have
no moral right to demand that oth-
ers should not possess similar
weapons.

Malaysia is all for a total ban on
nuclear weapons. In fact we are not
happy with the continuous upgrad-
ing of the lethal qualities of the so-
called conventional weapons. The
cost of these weapons keep on ris-
ing as they get more and more so-
phisticated.

As the rich expand more and

‘more money to develop and pro-
duce these weapons they try to re-
coup their high expenditure by sell-
ing these weapons to the countries
which are too poor to develop their
own weapons. If a country refuses
to buy the latest weapons, these
will be offered to neighbours or en-
emies.

Scared of the idea of having mili-
tarily powerful neighbours and ene-
mies the country has to buy. Then
the neighbours will also buy and

“they will all be accused of having
an arms race. And of course all of
them will become poorer as they
expand such a high percentage of
their budget on arms.

Actually what the world needs is
not just a ban on nuclear weapons
but also a massive reduction in the
expenditure on developing new so-
called conventional weapons. The
world does not need these weapons.
They are a waste of money as they

bring no return to anyone.
Malaysia is even against nuclear

power plants. We don't think that -

we have complete knowledge about
the dangers of using nuclear power.
Accidents happen far too often for

comfort.

The best source of renewable en-
ergy. is hydro-power. Environmen-
talists should be more reasonable
and accept the need to clear some
fore:is in order to develop hydro-
electric plants. This is far better
than nuclear power plants of uncer-
tain safety or polluting thermal
power plants.

General Pervez Musharraf, the
Chief Executive of Pakistan made a
working visit to Malaysia on March
97-29. I do not like to comment on
the internal politics of other coun-
tries but I listened carefully to his
account of the circumstances lead-
ing to his taking over the Govern-
ment of Pakistan.

Democracy is the best system of
Government that has ever been in-
vented but it is not perfect. Failure
to understand the weaknesses and
the limitations of democracy by the
people will affect its performance
adverselv. Pakistan has experi-
enced military coups three times.

Each time democracy was re-
stored the whole world cheered.
But there is nothing to show that
Pakistan has done any better as a
democracy than it has done under
military rule.

General Musharraf promises to
return democracy to Pakistan. But
he cannot give a date for this to
happen because he has to put in
place a new system of Government
in which the Provinces will have a
greater say in provincial gover-
nance, reduce corruption and bu-
reaucratic delays and improve the
economy. No one can say that all
these can be done within a short
period of time.

I believe he is sincere in wanting
to limit the period of his rule. If ev-
eryone, including the political par-
ties co-operate the time taken can
be shortened.

But if he is not given the political
stability needed for his changes to
be made, then he may have to stay
in power a much longer time. I
wish him all the best in his hercule-
an task.

O This is the 15th instalment of a
monthly column of commentary and
opinion by Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad which
appeared in Japan's Mainichi Daily
News yesterday. The copyright for
the article is held by Mainichi Daily
News.
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