Vital that leaders .
are clean, says PM

: What is your evaluation of the re-
cent Urono assembly?

A: Umno meeting was largely
supportive of the leadership.
There were some unhappiness, but this
was due to-the lack of understanding. That
is why after the explanation was given, the
support was strong,

They even gave standing ovalions twice
when I replied to the points they raised.
With a party of 2.8 million members, it is
sometimes difficult to communicate. Of

course loyalties to individuals during the.
election. interfere with the loyalty to the |

party. But once the election is over Umno
shonld become stronger.

(' Qi Why did you stress on- money politics?

' : My one great fear is that a leader, es-
wecially the prime minister of this country
will come into power through corruption.
That means that corruption will be toler-
aled by the leadership and everyone will be
corrupt, So it is very important that since
Uiano leaders will also become government
leaders, thay should be clean.

Everything possible should be done to

ensure that only clean leaders should be
elected.

Q: 1t was widely suspected that some of .
those who won the vice-president seats and .

supreine council seats used money.

A: There are a lot of accusations. But I
cannot work on the basis of accusations. I
must huve clear evidence, 1 think people
did not interpret what they were doing as
being corrupt. For example, they say they
did not give money to the people who vote
as party representatives from the division.
They were anly giving money to those
people who are oing to canvass for votes,
paying for their travel, hotel, for example.
They think that is not corruption.

To them corruption means giving money
to actual voters. They pay their workers
because they cannol expect their workers
to spend their own money. My view is that
even thal amounis to corruption.

However there are two different periods;
nwe before they gave an undertaking not to

pajgn and one after they gave the un-
< .aking.

Before undertaking not to camnpaign they

were spending money, which Jead to ac

cusations of corruption, but after they de-

cided not 16 campaign at all, no more
money was given out.

I have to admit though that some of them
were believed 1o continue to use money. |
don't know for certain whether those wha
uged money won. .

Q: Can you implement more strict regu-
Iaijgns in the party, for example, prohibit
paying the delegates and their family for
travel fees, hotel expenses, ete.

A Lwill try but it will be very difficult.

Q: lsn'g It true that now the Malays are
getting richer and this makes them unre-
spectful of the good values of life?

Al I.t is natural when a person suddenly
gets richer that he loses balance. If you give
B m1]!1<m_dollars 10 & poor persen, you don't
expect him to use it wisely. He will just
spend it on anything hie likes. That is cne of
the .natural human reactions to sudden
wealth, The duty of the Government is to
rel_nmd_Lhu people, to talk to the people that
it is not good to do away with goud values,
such &s o know how to be grateful. If you
have a sense of gratefulness yvou will be
more respunsible.

The Government has to revive the cul.
ture of the Malays to instill in them good
values, not only those which they used to
have but also those they didn’t have before.
It is a process of rebuilding the culture of
people.

Q: We the Japanese tend to forget the
good values of life. Do you stjll have some
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areas that you want to adapt for {he Look
East Policy?

A: When we first implemented the Look
East Policy, the Japanese showed qualities
which were able to overcome the difficul-
ties of the post-war years. The Japanese
worked hard, were willing even to be paid
with just & bowl! of rice in order to revive
the economy.

In the end Japan succeeded. That is the
quality that we want to copy; the hard
working, dedicated, loyal attitudes of the
Japanese workers, and the concerned atti-
tude of the Japanese bosses to the workers,
In Japan there is lifetime employment. You
don’t always do that now. In other coun-

tries, they beljeve that the welfare of the'

workers is the responsibility of the gov-
ernment, not the companies. After all they
paid tax to the government. But that kills
the loyalty to the company.

Without loyalty the company cannot
really succeed. So those were the values
that we want to copy. But what we are
seeing today, is the result of the exposure
of Japanese young people in particular,
wlose culture is not deeply ingrained. They
are exposed to the values that they see in
the West. That is why you are seeing irre-
sponsible behaviour in Japan.

Admittedly you cannot protect your
people from outside influence. But every
country, which loves its own culture must
attempt to deliberately, consciously instil
the good values among the younger gener-

ation, That is what we’want to do in Ma- -

laysia.

Q: There are Malay businessmen who
only wanl to rush over profits, and even
use your name that “I am very close to the
Prime Minister”. What do you'think? -~

A: People who have been poor are not too
particular about how they can become rich.
That is why they vse my name. My office
has told people thal if anybody uses my
name, they should check with my office. I
don’t favour anybody, bul when somebody
is not fairly treated by the bureaucrats then
I will help. What is the good of me being a
prime minister if 1 cannot help people?

Q: After the Umno General Assembly did
you decide on your retirement?,

"A: Frankly, I would like to Fetire as soon
as possible. But, I also have to be responsi-
ble. I just cannot walk out and leave ev-
erything in the state of not bejng prepared
for continuing the progress of this country.
So whether 1 like it or not, I have to stay
back, and I have to see that the people are
in prace, who can carry on the work

Of course, they may disagree with what I
have done, Then they can change after I
leave. But T must put the machinery in
place to carry on Visiow 2020. We have a
distinct objective.

Q: What kind of things are left for you to
achieve?

A: 1 think that it is important to a coun-
try for the leadership to have ideas. You
must come with ideas to progress the
country, to solve the problems, And to an-
ticipate changes, That is very important

because if you don’t come with ideas you
cannot develop the country.

1 still have a lot of ideas on how to de-
velop Malaysia. It is not what I achieve that
matters. It is what Malaysia achieves that
is important. If T arn not the leader 1 can
still do & 1ot of things.

Q: What kind of problems gives you the
biggest headache? ]

A: The biggest headache comes from
trying to balance the development of the
indigenous people with the non-indigenous
Chinese and Indians.-The Chinese are used
to urban living, and to wealth. So they are
able Lo deal with prosperity. But the Malays
are rural people, very poor people and
suddenly they have moved to the towns. In
the urban area the life-style is difterent.
And they have more money. They cannot
handle these changes in a way thal is pro-
ductive. The Government worries that it
may lead to a breakdown and failure.

Q: How can you solve this?

A: We have to provide the leadership. We
have to provide the right values for them. If
necessal'y we have to talk to different
groups of people on the dangers that they
face. Maybe they will listen, maybe not. But
whether they do or not, we have totry.

Q: Don't the rural people feel the gap be-
tween urban people that they are left be-
hind?

A: It is not completely true. If you look at
the Malaysian villages today, they are
much better than before. You have good
roads, electricity, water supply, better
houses. They have not been neglected. We
have a democratic system, and the opposi-
tion is free to spread any amount of lies.
They instigate the people. They say that
the friends of prime minister are very rich.
That everyone including the members of
the opposition is richer is ignored. Of
course each one doesn't get the same
amount of benefits. Qbviously not every-
body will be a millionaire. But the opposi-
tion tells the people that all the rich people
are friends of the Government in order to
make them hate the Government. The rural
people are told this even thougl they
themselves do not. feel the gap, which sep-
arates them. .

Q: But if ihe politician goes to his con-
stiluency and talks with the people that
will solve a lot of problems.

A: That is totally right, That was what T
was saying. They have neglected their du-
ties.

Q: Why did you end your opening speech
with prayers?

A: 1 have tried all kinds of ways to

DOPLEASE TURN TO
PAGE 14,COL 1
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‘Currency swap
agreement a
good start’

0 FROM PAGE 14

we must all stand up and say so. But if
we refuse to act together then the strong
will always bully us, the weak. .

Q: Regarding EAEC, now we have
Asean+3, espeeially in the financial ﬁeld:
We have recently agreed on Cu(]'l’t:‘lslll.;i
wap agreemenl, and this is a dra
ihaaf:gegl} we thinl back of the 1897 IMF
World Bank Meellng in Hong Kong.

A: Yes | totallv agree with you, We
have made progress. Why should a coun-
trv like the United States ohject when we
afe not doing more than whal they are
doing? Regarding the currency swap
agreement, it 15 a good beginning. 1t cer
tainly provides a cushion. in case any-
thing happens. then you can have aceess
to this money. But eventually we should
have the Asian Monelary Fund, AMF
should be able to menitor the perfor-
manee of each country and give early
warning of what can happen. )

For example, if you adopt a ceriain poll
cy that is wrong, or the banking system
is not funetioning properly, AMF should
be able to warn and advise, Then you can
avoid financial crisis.

01 The text of this instalment and all of |

the others in the series are archived al

{he Mainichi Interactive Web sile and !

may be accessed at hitp: // www.maini-
chi.co.jp/english/mahathir
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